
A Guest Of The Kaiser The Plain Story Of A Lucky Soldier

A GUEST OF THE KAISER THE PLAIN STORY OF A LUCKY SOLDIER
One of his favorite gifts for Christmas 1967 was a twelve-hole chromatic harmonica with forty-eight reeds providing a full three-octave range.

Even in his little hands, and with the limitations of his small mouth, this more sophisticated instrument enabled him to produce full-bodied versions

of any song that appealed to him..Their struggle to put their sorrow into words moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in the

end they were unable to express themselves adequately. Without the relief provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong

introversion left them without the social skills to unburden themselves or to provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its

many means and mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer, which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely

resigned. Ultimately, in great frustration, each twin was reduced to fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only

consoler..Matching her fierce attention with a sudden intensity of his own, Joey said, "Bartholomew."."Really? You really think that?" he asked in

his flat voice, which he sometimes wished were more musical, but which he knew lent a sober conviction to anything he said. "You think

something so delicious could come from a fat, smelly, dirty, snorting old pig?".Sitting up in bed, he passed a little time reading favorite, marked

passages in Zedd's You Are the World. The book presented a brilliant argument that selfishness was the most misunderstood, moral, rational, and

courageous of all human motivations..Barty let go of the girl's hand, and although he remained dry, the storm at once found her where she'd been

hiding in the silver-black folds of its curtains..When she tried to speak to him, she could no more easily raise her voice than she could extend a

hand to him..As Barty stepped across the threshold into the upstairs hall, Miss Pixie Lee said, "You're sweet, Barty..Less cautious than the typical

accountant, perhaps mellow in this season of peace, Prosser opened the door without hesitation..Outside, flames churned to the left and right of the

opening. The front of the house was afire..To Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I married you. To be around talk like this."."Loved her? Of course

I loved her. Naomi was beautiful and so kind ... and funny. She was the best ... the best thing that ever happened to me.".Channeling his beautiful

rage, Junior hefted the corpse onto the windowsill, and shoved it headfirst into the alley. The fog received it with what sounded almost like a

swallowing noise.."So do I, honey. Oh, Lord, so do I." She kissed his forehead. "Listen, kiddo, in spite of their stories and all their funny ways,

your uncles are good men.".He repressed the scream, however, because he sensed that if he gave voice to it, he wouldn't be able to silence himself

for a long long time.."It's a lot," Angel insisted. "Wally gave me an Oreo, last time I saw him. You like Oreos?".Soon paramedics followed the

police, who spread out through the apartment, and Junior relinquished his grip on the dishtowel.."All right. Well ... Jesuits are encouraged to pursue

education in any subject that interests them, not theology alone. I was deeply interested in physics.".With Angel at breakfast, instead of just Uncle

Jacob, at least Barty had someone to talk to, even if she did insist on speaking more often through her dolls than directly. Apparently, the dolls

were on the table, propped up with bowls. The first, Miss Pixie Lee, had a high-pitched, squeaky voice. The second, Miss Velveeta Cheese, spoke

in a three year-old's idea of what a throaty-voiced, sophisticated woman sounded like, although to Barty's ear, this was more suitable to a stuffed

bear.."And in some of them, maybe I died the night you were born, and you live alone with your dad.".When he located the new grave,

approximately where he'd guessed that it would be, he was surprised to find a black granite headstone already set in place, instead of a temporary

marker painted with the."That's the roaster tower," said Licky. "Where they cook the cinnabar to get the metal from it. Roasters die in a year or two.

Where to, dowser?".Rising from the chair and approaching the bed, the detective kept turning the quarter without hesitation. "She was a very sweet

girl. Very romantic. Her diary's full of rhapsodies about married life, about you. She thought you were the finest man she'd ever known and the

perfect husband.".The operator attempted to calm him, but he remained hysterical. Between gasps and sharp squeals of pretended pain, he shakily

rattled off his name, address, and phone number..Through tears, that night, she asked him if the commitment he was making didn't frighten

him..Jacob trusted no one but Agnes and Edom. He'd trusted Joey Lampion, too, after years of wary observance. Now Joey was dead, and his

corpse was in the embalming chamber of the Panglo Funeral Home.."Consider what I told you," Dr. Salk urged. "Your Perri would want you to

think about it.".He went directly to the kitchen and drew a glass of water at the sink faucet. He swallowed two antiemetic tablets that he had

brought with him, to guard against vomiting..around an anemone's mouth, poised to snare, lazily but relentlessly, any passing prize..In the time of

the kings, mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the court of Havnor to counsel the king and take counsel together, using their arts to

pursue goals they agreed were good. But in the dark years, wizards sold their skills to the highest bidder, pitting their powers one against the other

in duels and combats of sorcery, careless of the evils they did, or worse than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure of springs of water, summers

with no rain and years with no summer, the birth of sickly and monstrous young to sheep and cattle, the birth of sickly and monstrous children to

the people of the isles-all these things were charged to the practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so..Of course, Seraphim's child

would not have a telephone. He was just a baby, dangerous to Junior in a way that was not clear, but a baby nonetheless.."Let's roll 'em. out," Paul

said, and he returned to the station wagon to ride shotgun beside Agnes..That night her sleep was deeper than it had been in a long time, deep as she

had expected sleep would never be again, and she was not plagued by any dreams at all, not a dream of children suffering, nor of tumbling in a car

along a rain-washed street, nor of thousands of windblown dead leaves rattling-hissing along a deserted street and every leaf in fact a jack of

spades..This momentous day. In every ending, new beginnings. But, thank God, no ending here.."Yes, Barty," Tom said. "I feel a depth to life,

layers beyond layers. Sometimes it's ... scary. Mostly it inspires me. I can't see these other worlds, can't move between them. But with this quarter, I
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can prove that what I feel isn't my imagination." He extracted a quarter from a jacket pocket, holding it between thumb and forefinger for all but

Barty to see. "Angel?".In regard for Barty's tender age, Dr. Franklin Chan had arranged for Agnes to spend the night in her son's room, in the

second bed, which currently wasn't needed for a patient..On the day that Vanadium attended the graveside service for Seraphim and subsequently

stopped at Naomi's grave to needle Cain, he had suspected that Phimie didn't die in a traffic accident, as claimed, but he hadn't for a moment

thought that the wife killer was in any way connected. Now, finding this gallery brochure in the nightstand drawer seemed to be one more bit of

circumstantial proof of Cain's guilt..Eventually Agnes came to suspect that for all the pleasure the boy took in math and for all his aptitude with

numbers, his greatest gift and his deepest passion lay elsewhere. He was finding his way toward a destiny both more astonishing and stranger than

the lives of any of the many prodigies about whom she'd read..Ferocious pirates, ruthless secret agents, brain-eating aliens from distant galaxies,

super criminals hell-bent on ruling the world, bloodthirsty vampires, face-gnawing werewolves, savage Gestapo thugs, mad scientists, satanic

cultists, insane carnival freaks, hate-crazed Ku Klux Klansmen, knife-worshiping thrill killers, and emotionless robot soldiers from other planets

had slashed, stabbed, burned, shot, gouged, torn, clubbed, crushed, stomped, hanged, bitten, eviscerated, beheaded, poisoned, drowned, radiated,

blown up, mangled, mutilated, and tortured uncounted victims in the pulp magazines that Paul had been reading since childhood. Yet not one scene

in those hundreds upon hundreds of issues of colorful tales withered a corner of his soul as did a glimpse of Barty's empty sockets. The sight wasn't

in the least gory, nor even gruesome. Paul cringed and looked away only because this evidence of the boy's loss too pointedly made him think

about the terrible vulnerability of the innocent in the freight-train path of nature, and threatened to tear off the fragile scab on the anguish that he

still felt over Perri's death.."I said it didn't work that way, and it doesn't. Yet ... I don't actually walk in those other worlds to avoid the rain, but I

sort of walk in the idea of those worlds. . . ."."At the back of the second gallery, on the left, there's a corridor. The rest rooms are at the end of it,

beyond the offices.".Agnes's suspicion that Barty would be a child prodigy had grown from seed to full fruit on the morning of the boy's first

birthday, when he'd sat in his highchair, counting green-grape-and-apple pies. Through the following two years, ample proof of high intelligence

and wondrous talents ripened Agnes's suspicion into conviction.."That won't do it.".She leaned against the apartment door for a long moment,

holding on to the doorknob and to the thumb-turn of the second deadbolt, as though she were convinced that if she let go, she would float off the

floor like a cloud-stuffed child..With a thin hiss of disgust, Junior pulled away from the thing, whatever it was, withdrew the flashlight from his

belt, and listened intently for sounds in the alleyway. No voices. No footsteps. Only distant traffic noises so muffled that they sounded like the

grunts and groans and low menacing growls of foraging animals, displaced predators prowling the urban mist..In her arms, little Barty burbled

contentedly, unaware that his destiny supposedly included epic love, fabulous riches, and violence..Until Nolly, Kathleen's life had been as short on

romance as a saltless saltine is short on flavor. Her childhood and even her adolescence were so colorless that she'd settled on dentistry as a career

because it seemed, by comparison to what she knew, to be an exotic and exciting profession. She'd dated a few men, but all were boring and none

was kind. Ballroom-dancing lessons-and ultimately competitions-promised the romance that dentistry and dating hadn't provided, but even dancing

was somewhat a disappointment until her instructor introduced Kathleen to this balding, bull-necked, lumpy, utterly wonderful Romeo..Junior

intended to pack only a single bag, leaving most of his clothes behind. He could afford a fine new wardrobe.."Go home. Sleep," he said. "You'll be

no help to your sister if you wind up a patient here yourself.".Now, after removing the four decks of cards from the pressboard packs in which they

had come, Jacob lined them up side by side on the scarred maple top of the table..Aside from purchasing the T S. Eliot book, which he hadn't found

time to read, Junior was only peripherally aware of current events, because they were, after all, current, while he tried always to focus on the future.

The news of the day was but a faint background music to him, like a song on a radio in another apartment..Paul was nearest to that corner when he

halted Grace in her rush toward certain death. Before he quite realized what he was doing, he found that he'd flung open the door and climbed half

the single long flight of steps, as surefooted as Doc Savage or the Saint, or the Whistler, or any of the other pulp-fiction heroes whose exploits had

for so long been his adventures by proxy..The lack of offensive odors indicated that he hadn't landed in a container filled with organic garbage. In

the blackness, judging only by feel, he decided that almost everything was in plastic trash bags, the contents of which were relatively soft-probably

paper refuse..His previous plan to create a tableau-butter on the floor, open oven door-to portray Victoria's death as an accident was no longer

adequate. A new strategy was required..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy against his confining ribs, and fear stippled the nape of his neck..Yet

for all his love of reading and of music, events suggested that for mathematics he had a still greater aptitude..Further preparation-the purchase of

gold coins and diamonds, the establishment of false identities-had to be delayed due to the hives. An hour short of dawn, Junior was awakened by a

fierce itching not limited to his phantom toe. His entire body, over every plane and into every crevice, prickled and tingled and burned as with

fever-and itched.."There's lots of places where I don't have bad eyes at all. And then lots of places where I have it worse or don't have it as bad, but

still have it some.".For all his brilliance, however, he was still a boy who loved to run and jump and tumble. Who swung from the backyard oak

tree in a rope-and-tire swing. Who was thrilled when given a tricycle. Who giggled in delight while watching his uncle Jacob roll a shiny quarter

end over-end across his knuckles and perform other simple coin tricks..The paper towels were spotted with butter. He crumpled them and threw

them in the trash..Slow deep breathing forgotten, gasping like a drowning swimmer, a sudden sweat dripping from his brow, Junior used one foot

to prod the fallen man..Furrowing her brow and narrowing her eyes as though prepared to scold him, she slowly lowered her face to his, until their

noses were touching, and she whispered, "Because it's more fun if it's secret.".Paul didn't realize that Grace had followed them into the living room
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until she screamed. She started to push past him, heading toward her husband even as Harrison went down..At 11:45, on her way to bed, Agnes

stopped at Barty's room and found him propped against pillows. The book was not particularly large as books went, but it was big in proportion to

the boy; unable to hold it open with his hands alone, he rested his entire left arm across the top of the volume..As Junior paced the hotel room, his

fear made way for anger. All he wanted was peace, a chance to grow as a person, an opportunity to improve himself And now this. The unfairness,

the injustice, galled him. He seethed with a sense of persecution..He hurt too much to recover quickly and take advantage of the woman's brief

vulnerability. Clambering to his feet, he backed away from her and fumbled in a pocket for spare cartridges.."When I couldn't get enough nightclub

and theater bookings for my magic act anymore ... I turned to gambling.".lawn before they knew that the prodigy's invisible cloak wouldn't

accommodate him as it did the girl. Cool, drenching rain pounded Tom at once, and he scooped Barty off the steps as Grace had gathered up."The

quarter in the sandwich," Nolly said, because that was the first stunt that Simon Magusson had paid him to perform.."The girl's baby," said Nolly,

"was placed with Catholic Family Services for adoption.".Dr. Leland Daines, Celestina's internist, arrived directly from dinner at the Ritz-Carlton.

Although Dairies had receding white hair and a seamed face, time had been kind enough to make him look not so much old as dignified. Long in

practice, he was nevertheless free of arrogance, soft-spoken and with a bottomless supply of patience..AT THE END OF THE fourth book of

Earthsea, Tehanu, the story had arrived at what I felt to be now. And, just as in the now of the so-called real world, I didn't know what would

happen next. I could guess, foretell, fear, hope, but I didn't know..He wondered if the hawk had descended in a constricting gyre, justice coming

down, but he could not lift his head to see..Calling after her, Agnes said, "No, wait, sugarpie. He should be coming down right now, before it gets

dark.".She refused to look at him, the way her mother had refused to look at him when he'd been making love to her in the parsonage. She began

twisting a red pencil in a handheld sharpener, making sure that the shavings fell into a can kept for that purpose. "I saw it here."."It doesn't have to

be grand," she said, with a seductive leer, "but if we're going to wait, then the wedding better be soon.".Among themselves, the authorities spoke

more often than not in murmurs. Or perhaps Junior was too distracted to hear them clearly..He placed a phone call to Kaitlin Hackachak, his trollish

and avaricious sister-in-law, asking her to dispose of Naomi's things, their furniture, and whatever of his own possessions he chose to leave behind. 

Although she had been awarded a quarter of a million dollars in the family settlement with the state and county, Kaitlin would be at the house by

dawn's first light if she thought she might make ten bucks from liquidating its contents..With his empty sockets draped by unsupported lids, Barty

rode home wearing padded eye patches under sunglasses, his cane propped against the seat at his side, as though he were costumed for a role in a

play filled with a Dickensian amount of childhood suffering.."Both. Brain and heart. But I've thought it through, Daddy. More than anything in my

life, I've thought this through.".As always, curious about how others lived-or, in this case, bad lived-Junior explored the house, poking in drawers

and closets. For a widower, Bartholomew Prosser was neat and well-organized..This was better than taking slow deep breaths. Periodically, on the

way to Vanadium's house, Junior spat out a string of insults, punctuated by obscenities.."Honey," she said, crouching to peer at him through the

vertical slats of the playpen, "what're you doing?".A great boom. Concussion rocked the floor and shuddered the walls and made the roof timbers

squeal as though unsuspected colonies of bats had taken flight by the thousands all in the same instant..Although he related well to the theme of

moral relativism and personal autonomy in a value-neutral world, Junior grew apprehensive about each impending scene of violence, and closed his

eyes against the prospect of blood. He resented having to endure ninety minutes of the film before Google finally settled into the seat beside

him..She held his face in both hands and kissed each of his beautiful jewel eyes. "You ready?".This surprised him. Of course, Oregon was not the

Deep South. It was a progressive state. Nevertheless, he was surprised. Oregon wasn't home to many Negroes, either, a handful compared to those

in other states, and yet until now Junior supposed that they had their own cemeteries.."Or at least, if the police knew the truth at that time, they

hadn't yet gone public with it. I had no reason to mention it to you back then. I didn't even know Vanadium was missing.".The blinds were raised,

the windows bare. Usually, she liked the smoky, reddish-gold glow of the city at night, but this once it made her uneasy..After mentally reviewing

what he must say, after working up a nervous edge, he dialed the SFPD emergency number.."Maybe he's a character I saw in a movie or read in a

novel. I'm a member of the Book-of-the-Month Club. I'm always reading one thing or another. I don't remember a character named

B-Bartholomew, but maybe I read the book years ago.".By the time all the details of mortuary and cemetery services were settled, Walter Panglo

had a nervous tic in his left cheek. His eyes were open wide, as if he'd been so startled that his lids froze in a position of ascension, locked by a

spasm of surprise. His hands must have grown clammy; he blotted them repeatedly on his suit..A shock-haired, bright-eyed woman with a candle

bound to her forehead set down her pick to show Otter a little cinnabar in a bucket, brownish red clots and crumbs. Shadows leapt across the earth

face at which the miners worked. Old timbers creaked, dirt sifted down. Though the air ran cool through the darkness, the drifts and levels were so

low and narrow the miners had to stoop and squeeze their way. In places the ceilings had collapsed. Ladders were shaky. The mine was a terrifying

place; yet Otter felt a sense of shelter in it. He was half sorry to go back up into the burning day..As they rolled along the coast, Agnes began to

read to Barty from Podkayne of Mars: " 'All my life I've wanted to go to Earth. Not to live, of course-just to see it. As everybody knows, Terra is a

wonderful place to visit but not to live. Not truly suited to human habitation."'.If that was the bright side, however, it was a piss-poor bright side (no

pun intended), because he was still stuck in this men's room with a corpse, and he couldn't stay here for the rest of his life, surviving on tap water

and paper-towel sandwiches but he couldn't leave the body to be found, either, because the police would be all over the gallery before the reception

ended, before he had a chance to follow Celestina home..Over many proud generations and at least to the extent of second cousins, no one on either
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side of Celestina's family had skin of this light color. They were without exception medium to dark mahogany, many shades darker than this

infant..He was focused enough, in fact, to find Bob Chicane, kill the insulting bastard and get away with it..Reading about child prodigies, Agnes

learned that most if not all math whizzes also possessed musical talent. To a lesser but still impressive extent, many young geniuses in the music

world were also proficient at math..Walking was part of a fitness regimen that he took seriously. He would never be called upon to save the world,

like the pulp heroes in the tales he enjoyed; however, he had solemn responsibilities he was determined to meet, and to do so, he must maintain

good health..Room to room through the upstairs. Checking closets. Behind furniture. Bathrooms. In Paul's private spaces. No Cain..When Agnes

was surprised to discover that Barty's name had been inspired by the reverend's famous sermon, Paul was startled. He had heard "This Momentous

Day" on its first broadcast, and learning that it would be rerun three weeks later by popular demand, he'd urged Joey to listen. Joey had heard it on

Sunday, the second of January, 1965-just four days before the birth of his son.."Me, me," Celestina said. "In fact, fianc?es should come first."."Oh,"

Celestina White replied, "yes, every day. I'm currently engaged on an entire series of works inspired by Bartholomew.".In the main room, on his

way toward the front door, Junior saw Celestina White surrounded by adoring fatheads, nattering ninnies, dithering dolts, saps and boneheads, oafs

and gawks and simpletons. She was still as gorgeous as her shamelessly beautiful paintings. If the opportunity arose, Junior would have more use

for her than for her so called art..They lived too far from the nearest railroad tracks. He could not rationally expect a derailed train to crash through

the garage..Junior didn't make the mistake of thinking that Magusson's new conciliatory attitude meant they were friends, that confidences could be

shared or truths exchanged. The money-grubbing toad's only real friend would always be the one he saw in a mirror. If he discovered that Junior

was having a great time post-Naomi, Magusson would store the information until he found a way to use it to his advantage..He was in a mood to

shoot her, but this weapon was not fitted with a sound-suppressor. He'd left that gun in Celestina's bedroom. This was the pistol that he had taken

from Frieda Bliss's collection, and it was as full of sound as Frieda had been full of spew..If Junior had realized that they were driving only a block

and a half, he wouldn't have followed them in the Mercedes. He would have gone the rest of the way on foot. When he pulled to the curb again, a

few car lengths behind the Buick, he wondered if he had been spotted.."There's a valuable lesson in that," Agnes said. "Others can learn from it if

you care to share. But if you want to record your life only up to the card cheating, that's okay, too. Even that far, it's a fascinating journey, a story

that shouldn't be lost with you when you pass on. Libraries are packed with biographies of movie stars and politicians' most of them not capable of

as much meaningful self-analysis as you'd get from a toad. We don't need to know more about celebrities' lives, Obadiah. What might help us, what

might even save us, is knowing more about the lives of real people who've never made it even medium but who know where they came from and

why.".Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data Le Guin, Ursula K., 1929-.The boy never mentioned what he'd done, and his mother

ceased worrying about him falling out of bed..Junior could almost feel sorry for this sad, stocky, haunted detective, deranged by years of difficult

public service..He knew what she made of it, all right, and he could see that the others on the porch knew as well, and likewise he could see that all

of them wanted to hear him confirm the conclusion at which Agnes had arrived long before he'd come here with Wally this evening. Even in the

dining room, before the proof in the rain, Tom had recognized the special bond between the blind boy and this buoyant little girl. In fact, he

couldn't have arrived at any conclusion different from the one Agnes reached, because like her, he believed that the events of every day revealed

mysterious design if you were willing to see it, that every fife had profound purpose..During the past week, Junior had undertaken quiet

background research on the prestidigitator with a badge. The cop was unmarried. He lived alone, so this bold visit entailed no risk..Neither of them

was aware that their personal drama, in all its clumsiness and glory, had focused the attention of everyone in the restaurant. The cheer that went up

at Celestina's acceptance of his proposal caused her to start, knocking the ring from Wally's hand as he attempted to slip it on her finger. The ring

bounced across the table, they both grabbed for it, Wally made the catch, and this time she was properly betrothed, to wild applause and

laughter..When the long table was laden and the wine poured, when everyone but Mary settled into chairs, Angel said, "My daughter tells me she

wants to make a short presentation before I say grace. I don't know what it is, but she assures me it doesn't involve singing, dancing, or reading any

of her poetry." I.ready to hear me. However long you need. But something ... something extraordinary happened here before you

arrived.".Scowling, Joey stared at the floor in puzzlement, shifted his weight from one foot to the other, sighed, turned his attention to the ceiling,

and shifted his weight again, for all the world like a trained bear that couldn't quite remember how to perform its next trick.."Many claimed

Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and the quarrels of the claimants divided all loyalties. No commonwealth was left and no justice, only

the will of the wealthy. Men of noble houses, merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a lord, claiming lands

and cities as his property. The warlords made those they conquered slaves, and those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their masters to

safeguard them from rival warlords seizing the lands, and sea-pirates raiding the ports, and bands and hordes of lawless, miserable men

dispossessed of their living, driven by hunger to raid and rob."."We don't sell no pizza," Angel said, because lately they had received a few calls for

a new pizzeria with a phone number one digit different from theirs.."Well, with so much on His shoulders, He can't always watch us directly, you

know, with His fullest attention every minute, but He's always at least watching from the corner of His eye. You'll be all right. I know you will.".If

someone were here in the hallway with him, it couldn't be Angel, because she would be chattering enthusiastically in one voice or another. Uncle

Jacob would never tease him like this, and no one else was in the house..Commit and command. It doesn't matter so much whether the course of

action to which you commit is prudent or hopelessly rash, doesn't matter whatsoever whether society at large thinks it's a "good" thing that you're
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doing or a "bad" thing. As long as you commit without reservation you will inevitably command, because so few people are ever willing to commit

to anything, right or wrong, wise or unwise, that those who plunge are guaranteed to succeed more often than not even when their actions are

reckless and their cause is idiotic.."No," Agnes said, shaking loose the grip of irrational fear. "Wait. This is absurd. It's just a card. And we're all

curious.".The night was holding its breath again, the previous breeze now pent up in the breast of darkness.
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