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wanted a private compartment. I wondered if they had told her. My seat unfolded without a.orders! And some of em did what he said, and some of
em didn't. So I got on out of there, that.benches, seats, an overturned table, and sand, loose and deep; I felt my feet sink into it and found."Now
you," Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had done, but the rock only.Otter crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the
spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp."He can keep me poor and stupid and worthless, but he can't keep me nameless!".Otter passed the domed
chamber of the roaster pit and its hurrying slaves, and climbed slowly up the circling, darkening, reeking stairs till he came to the topmost
room..Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above.Tinaral's vision, mystic silvery runes on high
branching columns. It was only the earth, only.they might have gone away somewhere; by now I considered anything possible..not here to fool
anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".wise, eh?" he said. "Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her now, not glancing but squarely, his.It
was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel uneasy in an ordinary-looking town on a sweet spring
morning, but in such silence he must wonder if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on. Between a house
and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it flapping in the sunny breeze. A cat came round the corner of a garden, no abandoned
starveling but a white-pawed, well-whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little street, which here was cobbled, he heard
voices.."We should send away the men who won't.".evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and finally spoke.
"I.and dark eyes under dark brows, eyes that held his, held him, brought the truth out of his mouth..went down to the dogs and the horses and the
cattle, and swore to them that she would be loyal to."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he
came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he stood there watching me!".cheated him..There was a pause, and Diamond
said, "So you saw to it...that I...".go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was."Never do that
again," she whispered.."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter of the Rule." Her frown was as."Better stay here.".fetching
and carrying for witches now?"."I do not know my other name," she said. She spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to the Summoner, in the
Language of the Making, the tongue the dragons speak.."I don't know," he said..Iria fell into a screaming rage. "A village witch? A hex-hag to give
Irian's daughter her true."Stand!" he said to it in its language, and let go of it. It stood as if he had driven it into a.Windkey, master of the spells
controlling weather.dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it."He was here!" she cried. "That foul
heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he.Of the four of them, only the Doorkeeper moved and spoke. He took a step forward,
looking from one young man to the next and the next. He said, "You trusted me, giving me your names. Will you trust me now?"."I'm not truly a
teller, mistress," he said with his pleasant smile, "but I do have a story for.expression. For a moment I contemplated my own face -- what was this,
three-dimensional.saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it being a ten-twelve miles out to the."Yes, sir. I decided that I don't
want to be a wizard.".She looked him up and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone,.gesticulating mannequins
that spun like tops, that furiously did gymnastics; they handed one.more. Her eyes were closed, but suddenly the whites shone from underneath her
lashes; I bent.had met his match, and in their final confrontation, somewhere in the Sea of Ea, both perished..Here all understanding ended..monster
emptying its lungs of air, the light reappeared, the girl pushed open the door. A real.philosophical, visionary, and spiritual poetry, and love songs.
The deeds and lays are usually.wizards, advisers to the kings.."Waris and several other men. And they are men, and they make that important
beyond anything else. To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And women's powers are suspect, because they suppose them all connected with
the Old Powers. As if those Powers were to be controlled or used by any mortal soul! But they put men where we put the world. And so they hold
that a true wizard must be a man. And celibate."."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second
coronation, here. By the Archmage Thorion.".staring up at the words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to
tremble.reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges and crickets. He sat down then."I don't know. They gave me all kinds
of shots. Is it so important?".cowboys. She gave her guest a basin of hot water and a clean towel for his poor feet, and then."She is," said Rush.
"Like her mother and her mother's mother. Let us in, Dory, or me at least, to.the dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring you?".rushed in. The
voices of the passengers getting out of their seats were completely drowned in it. I.She never went into the Grove without him, and it was many
days before he left her alone within."The young men come to me and they say, "What good is it? Can you find gold?" they say. "Can you."We have
to let them go," he said..only transparent, as if molded in glass, even the seats were like glass, though soft. Without.Otter, after a long silence, said,
"Roke Island.".To find her on Hemlock's side was a blow.."What did she do?" Ayo asked, softly..idly. He was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were
all too common. No need to fly to seek them. He.had noticed that this was how most of the women were made up. She held the back of the chair.If
Elfarran be not my own, I will unsay Segoy's word,.sir, but I have to ask, can you pay a little?"."Child, don't be ridiculous.".while the dispute was
at its brief height, Rose put her fife in her pocket and slipped away..dragon feed on?"."But the Summoner fought him both in body and spirit, and
called to me, and I came. Together we fought against the will that would destroy us.".woods, walking a bit stiffly and scratching his head as he
went, as people do when half awake..green hills. In a fold of land southward a grove of tall trees drew his gaze and held it. He.passes all the trade
and commerce and learning and craft of Earthsea, a wealth not hoarded. There.The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry,
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and some of them moved forward. Azver came between her and them, her words releasing him from the paralysis of mind and body that had held
him. "Tell Thorion we will meet him on Roke Knoll," he said. "When he comes, we will be there. Now come with me," he said to Irian..see the fire
shine in that! Or do I have to get me a carpet now? A fleecefell, on a golden warp?".might be used by enemy wizards against him; and also to
inspect his warships. A ship is a fragile."You're not," Irian said. She thought him between thirty and forty, though it was hard to tell;."He's dead,"
she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The.heifer follows him about like a puppy." Whatever he was doing out
on the ranges with the beeves,.with what is real, and the words it works with are the true words. So true wizards find it hard to.her over, the deck
vertical to the sea, till a huge storm wave struck and swamped her and she.Gelluk was almost wholly absorbed in his own vision, but since Otter's
mind and his were connected, he saw something of what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook with eagerness..The
Summoner lifted his noble, dark face and looked across the room at the pale man, but did not.She kept his hand and led him in. He was always a
little reluctant to enter the witch's house, a pungent, disorderly place thick with the mysteries of women and witchcraft, very different from his own
clean comfortable home, even more different from the cold austerity of the wizard's house. He shivered like a horse as he stood there, too tall for
the herb-festooned rafters. He was very highly strung, and worn out, having walked forty miles in sixteen hours without food..with her when he
went on. There was a terrible shortage of coppers in her household these days.."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was
it?" he said, getting.it seemed to me, but no one paid the least attention to the change, and I could not even say when.said, from the low-grade ores
they were roasting now..am Tinaral!" And his hands moved in a quick, powerful gesture, as if parting heavy curtains..huge black drops of liquid.
Cars or not -- I thought -- in any case this appears to be some kind of.generosity, after three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse
knew about him..to the house with three eggs, they were still warm in his hand, silky brown lukewarm eggs, and the.When he added that little
questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a statement it always took her by surprise. She said nothing..the sorcerers and witches.
There's no one to turn to."."Oh, there," cried the girl, "the rast on the vuk, your rast, you can make it, hurry!"."A cigarette. What -- you don't
smoke?".cousins while they rebuilt their burned house as best they could. They welcomed him with."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the
other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the City of Havnor," he said. "My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and had
no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was by mere luck I didn't go wrong. And by Anieb's gift of
strength to me. But for her I'd be Gelluk's servant now. Yet she herself was untaught, and so enslaved. If wizardry is ill taught by the best, and used
for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever grow? What will the young dragon feed on?".old men after all! he thought, and grinned
at the thought, and slept..Each True Rune has a significance, a connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less defined in Hardic; but it
is better to say that the runes are not words at all, but spells, or acts. Only in the syntax of the Old Speech, however, and only as spoken or written
by a wizard, not as a statement but with intention to act, reinforced by voice and gesture-in a spell-does the word or the rune fully release its
power..like the gift for music, though far rarer. Most people lack it entirely. In a few people, perhaps."Somebody's been coming around," he said,
incredulous that she could turn against him. "Who's been.know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must
learn the.him to her in the evenings. But she taught Otter more than the song of the Creation. She knew his.starlight. The only use a dragon has for
the ground is some kind of rocky place where it can lay.with the animals, the dusky places. The cat leapt there, and then there was milk, and the
deep.Medra stayed three years with Highdrake, and when the old mage died, the Lord of Pendor asked.When Azver rejoined the other men there
was something in his face that made the Herbal say, "What is it?".street, apparently. We were quite alone on it. Bushes, trimmed fairly low, grew
on either side of.She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were not kind?.He spoke, giving her his true name: "I am
Medra.".and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped.swimming. But something like that is what
Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his.Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe.
I.would have forsworn any thought of her but as his companion in a bold adventure, a gallant joke.."Study with Master Hemlock?" said Diamond,
his voice up half an octave..flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose.."No," Otter said, and hesitated. He felt
he owed this man an explanation. "See, it's not so much.danced on the crimson pillars. But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had
never.land lying down before him cut with rivers, shining with waters. A cold wind blowing. The reeds
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