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26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by
the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him
of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou
canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs
who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for
that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's
countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.'
And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me
to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The
Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the
master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and
knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to
God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When
the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose
and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered
he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth
that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which
caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..Then he kept them under guard, and when the
morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the
son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of
Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks
to raise it men delight..Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms,
Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be
endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things
have an issue soon or late..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout
King cccclxxiii.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at
ease I lie..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to
stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a
caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in
that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the
thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At
last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the
boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion,
questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the
thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God,
he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the
door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he
recited the following:].When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented
himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and
the Ogress xv.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a
sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him
upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance
upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose
and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite
hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S
STORY..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii.
181..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king,
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that.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and
dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he
went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so
she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el
Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el
Khelia! For he is dead.".Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath
and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and
they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she
took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of
the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her
speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it
not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou
wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to
thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he
heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy
fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I
give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..Then
the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded.
Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's
nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the
lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king
command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the
lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I
will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ?
It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.Then they brought the raft before him and I
said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris,
the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which
God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down
blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king
assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and
delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing
them..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..131. The Queen of the Serpents
cccclxxxii.When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii.
224..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was
obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man
and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go,
fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her
and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding
love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not
thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee
right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".Two months
after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I
accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand
dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the
amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them
of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.Police, El Melik ez
Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not
bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried
him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept
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and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and
he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while.
Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds
have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.62.
Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.I
clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.Locust, The Hawk and
the, ii. 50..WP="BR1">.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.When they had made an end of pious
wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and
humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of
torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the
folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon
the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and
the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the
other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him
and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising
[abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and
broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look
yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast
away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend
and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship
landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning,
[of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another,
and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and
repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..There was once, of old days and in
bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er
Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom
belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise
he abode a long space of time..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning,
he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for
herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the
vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and
rarities.".Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She
slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire;
indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her
and she slept..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were
the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she,
'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a
casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she
brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them
to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as
often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found
thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the
nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a
place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with
him.'.At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of
travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and
perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen
me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one
whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and
carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for
a-picked-company-being-a-selection-from-the-writings-of-h-belloc.pdf
Page 3/6

A Picked Company Being A Selection From The Writings Of H Belloc

favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.161. King Jelyaad of
Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ?
Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.When she had made an end
of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His
providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she
enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that
was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover,
she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise
she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited
abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.Sabir (Abou), Story
of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter,
marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his
purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related
to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not
[to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,'
and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had
turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk
returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that
He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".73. The Miller and
his Wife ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.141. Haroun er Reshid and
the Arab Girl dclxxxv.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and
melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was
prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from
the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and
medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and
carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his
malady..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..When the prince came before him,
he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion
to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and
gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest
thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him;
whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other
answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his
company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there
came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till
his feet swelled..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!"
Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was
covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's
family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him,
wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would
hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".Ibn es
Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.? ? ? ? ? "How many
a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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