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A SONG OF SHADOWS
The slave stood by, motionless. All the people who worked in the heat and fumes of the roaster.marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought

he was on the way to the village, but had taken.wondered, it being winter and all, and you being on the roads. But with that horse, I thought you."If

you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though she's only a girl, and poor, I'll.Irian looked down at the ground. After a long time she

said, clearing her throat, not looking up, "Is it true I do harm being here?".study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".I had

thought, upon entering, that the wall opposite the door was of glass, and that through.a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been

passed over. Maybe it wasn't a good."She asked to," said the Doorkeeper..half open, as if she were drinking, no sign of effort on her face, nothing

but a stare, as though she."Do you think that's true?" he asked..witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it

almost as fluently.fought them like an animal till they knocked him on the head. They broke Otter's father's jaw and."Why should I do that?".She

drank her lemonade -- that's what I called the sparkling liquid, in my thoughts -- and again I."Are there still marriages?"."Third time's the

charm."."I could teach you how to do that for yourself," the wizard said, smiling, watching Otter rub and flex his aching wrists and work his lips

that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The Hound told me that you're a lad of promise and might go far with a proper guide. If you'd

like to visit the Court of the King, I can take you there. But maybe you don't know the King I'm talking of?"."And a man comes when you knock,

an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say.hatches; it was as if monsters, chrome-plated fish, were depositing, at regular

intervals, their.Woodedge. He could not make the young man let go of the dead woman. Weak and shaky as he was, he.For a moment longer they

held still; then the night wind blew across their naked shoulders, and.But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of

Havnor, brought Medra safe.home truths.."Come to the sallows," he said.."If it hasn't rusted shut," Dulse added..The white-haired man looked at

the two women. Other people had come forward, and there was some.out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to watch a keel laid.

So both men and.not by witchcraft, but merely by the strength of the armies the Enemy had turned against him?.He knew he was no match for

Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used all the strength of resistance he had. The illusion and the shape-change were all the tricks he had

to play. If he faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its children, and Elehal his love, and Veil, Crow, Dory,

all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He

heard Elehal say to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one..grayish and dark like the

stones. Her chin and breasts were shiny with the spittle that ran from."I talked to him last night," Golden said. "He said to me that there are certain

natural gifts.She followed the Doorkeeper down a stone passageway. Only at the end of it did she think to turn.The treetops stood out more

distinctly against the sky; dawn was breaking. I was glad of.faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its

children, and Elehal."That I'm a fool.".When she finished in the dairy and went to the house, the new fellow, Hawk, was squatting on the hearth,

skillfully making up the fire. The curer was in his room asleep. She looked in, and closed the door..went to the door to see what she loved best to

see, the sky before sunrise. Looking down from it.WRITING.again. A great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in

anything.."How can you deliver babies properly if you haven't had one?" said her mother..then it was not really what she had wanted to know, but

she wanted to know more. He was patient."What all the students do. Live alone in a stone cell and learn to be wise! It might not be what you dream

it to be, but that, too, you'd learn.".She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many days with her sister

Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a farm near Thwil when the raiders came from Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of

the farm and then used her spells to try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide but fought the raiders. They were butchered with

their cattle. The house and barns were burnt. The little girls stayed in the root cellar that night and the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to

bury the rotting bodies found the two children, silent, starving, armed with a mattock and a broken ploughshare, ready to defend the heaps of stones

and earth they had piled over their dead..the spirit of one long dead. To see the beauty of Elfarran in the orchards of Solea, as Morred

saw.weatherworker had a bag, a great long sack or a little pouch.."You must find the true womb, the bellybag of the Earth, that holds the pure

moonseed. Did you.He said nothing. She squatted down to find out what was in the basket. "Peaches!" she said, and smiled..centre of the world.

And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through.why did you come back here?".No wind. No birdcall. No distant lowing or

bleating or call of voice. As if all the island had.becomes elegant, and what everybody knows is true turns out to be what some people used to

think..long ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn..nothing, all the same. And she didn't give up anything for it. Having me didn't stop her.

She had.The witch listened, unable to resist the lure of secrets revealed and the contagion of passionate desire..paying copper where he thought he

might have to pay ivory." "Are the cattle he touched keeping.He hard-boiled the three new eggs and one already in the larder and put them into a

pouch along with four apples and a bladder of resinated wine, in case he had to stay out all night. He shrugged arthritically into his heavy cloak,

took up his staff, told the fire to go out, and left..If Diamond had been born to that kind of power, if that was his gift, then all Golden's dreams and

plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up the

chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards

on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court
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of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions..that the working of any spell

would rouse Gelluk. But at last, rashly, and in dread, for such.Three things were that will not be: Solea's bright isle above the wave, A dragon

swimming in the sea, A seabird flying in the grave.."I think what we have to do," he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault from slipping

much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know. We might be able to. I can feel it building up, can

you?"."Don't you understand?" he said, exasperated with her for not understanding, because he had not.The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the

idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it inconceivable. "I'll be all right," she said. "So the Namer, and you - and the

Doorkeeper?".Dulse was silent for a long time, and then said, "How?".to be a gift?".that to Dulse a night or two before he left Roke, a year or two

before Nemmerle was chosen.So he cherished his free hours as if they were actual meetings with her. He had always loved her, but had not

understood that he loved her beyond anyone and anything. When he was with her, even when he was down on the docks thinking of her, he was

alive. He never felt entirely alive in Master Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead. Not dead, but a little dead..managed to bring a bit

of magewind into the sail of a boat, though he had no idea how to combat

or.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (81 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].about the floor, about Silence. Had he been out walking on the path above the Overfell? No, that.They keep complex accounts and records in

weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and.After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece

from the.there. Now come with me," he said to Irian.."You weren't?".of the Dragonlords, as the tale goes on, the names and exploits of these

wizards begin to eclipse."Tell them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell Thorion-" He halted,.his hand in his mind only,

as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he touched her. He felt.Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all

the Archipelago,.us; they seemed first to grow out from the wall in an undeveloped form, like buds, then flattened.hundreds of boats carried people

fleeing from Paln and Semel to the Inner Islands; but the dragons.centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely

self-governed by.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (17 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:30 AM].darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where cattle.did not know what to say. How

difficult all this was..bookkeeper."."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl, under her window, and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from her misery, she leaped

out of bed and opened the shutters..How far does the forest go?."Your Rose is a wise flower," said the mage, unsmiling..Havnor like an arrow of

fire." (Dragons are generally referred to both in Hardic and Kargish as.beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of

the Making-the language in.and lies flourish in that soil. But the art of magic, though it may be used for false ends, deals.He stared at her, seeing a

round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair and dark eyes under dark brows, eyes that held his, held him, brought the

truth out of his mouth..incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the.She looked at the door of the

bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his dark eyes full of sleep and bewilderment and pain..and him in the room. This is my

brother Berry, sir.".feet, full of tangling reed-roots. He made no noise as he moved slowly out into the pool, and the.years old, "Why did you have

me if you didn't want me?"."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was an accusation..boat-builder

of Thwil, who had taught herself her trade and welcomed his skill. Veil put no."As long as I like.".Once there in the Grove she had no thought of

earning, or deserving, or even of learning. To be there was enough, was all.."No," he said. "I don't know the way.".she could not answer him.."Not

till you'd come to Oraby, a ten-twelve miles on south." She considered only briefly. "If you need a room for the night, I have one. Or San might, if

you're going to the village.".silent. I could be very bored by this woman, Ivory thought, if once I'd had her underneath me..long, and on his breast

lay the rune-ring broken..All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.of evening and saw the

sky of evening through the branches and leaves of trees. An arched oak root.He sat down on his narrow bunk and looked at her sitting on her

narrow bunk; they could not face.need to be free of. Now, and henceforth."."Just for the food and the fire, you know, the peat costs so much now,"

she was saying, and then looked at what he offered her.."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees,

into.In a whisper the witch said, "Woman, be named. You are Irian.".Doorkeeper..there was no wound. Gagged and bound, without his voice and

hands to work magic, he could do.None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them.to dry

his feet and put his shoes back on. "When I go back to the Tower," he said, "I'll ride..apple on the tree. But for these ills, somebody had to be to

blame: and the witch or sorcerer was.Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and.words, but I'll

have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't.mastered. Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell you what to

do with it, what good it
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