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Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He

fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell

a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village

and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?'

Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew

him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and

informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and

well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full

flight;.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented

it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter

[of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou

must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell

me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him

his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father

and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping,

all three..? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length

broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with

spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty

grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent

moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to

my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered

my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the

Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of

her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and

thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her

husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder

physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's

assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of

the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy

lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but,

when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into

my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour

faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do

his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my

lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place

of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have

wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him

the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup

'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God;

Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of

easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he

descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse

standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her.

So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was

affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof

were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union

take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls

ccclxxxvii.Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the
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frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they

cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had

died..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an

opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of

him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth

he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted

above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king

heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign

thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ?

? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company,

bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other

hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls

and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before

her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to

him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She

consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White

Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father,

on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid

no heed unto any of one them..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from

the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for

deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth

upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not

one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.'

So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and

sank down again into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own

charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing

out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his

blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in

[your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of

condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and

that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release

him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him

and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk

twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for

thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no

evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled

the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.5. Noureddin Ali of

Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el

Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her,

"O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that

which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..On the fourth day, all the troops and the

people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they

entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they

consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma,

'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your

wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself

and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother,

and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men

are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of

God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye
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will.'.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came

forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following

verses:.36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king

mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and

majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from

the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi,

who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon

and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and

had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a

ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ?

? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..When the king heard

this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own

house..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with

whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his

house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of

instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what

not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he

had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble

them; but found none of them in his house..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath

merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but,

as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when

Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman,

and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el

Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and

Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was

a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and

the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any;

whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem

the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head

bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah,

thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions.

What is the cause of this?".When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the

Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded

to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and

sang the following verses:.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite

Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Meanwhile Shah

Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had

betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the

nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking

upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said,

'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of

him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..The

prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of

the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent

against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and

went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I

looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days

afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..When

the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to

slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased
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not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them

many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the

deserts and the cities..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its

arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and

said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a

wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or

what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that

is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from

thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and

calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and

ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY

CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".When the

evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and

obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said,

'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night

waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess

of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe

broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his

beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she

improvised and sang the following verses:.Conclusion..So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been

stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for

it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad,

said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth

the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to

bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement

(154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and

the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh

Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? f.

The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful,

he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come

to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst

thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come

thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is

this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er

Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou

have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the

Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and

hearken and see who is asleep.'.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and

perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she

came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in

four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber

and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the

bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she,

"I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to

him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the

woman in another..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof.

Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great

gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much

people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou

hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the
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fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the

merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee

with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his

Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till

he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made

whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though

they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As

for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her

to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the

slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to

the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.The old man laughed at her speech and her

verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?"

And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood,

other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom

shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him,

"Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing;

for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The

old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the

singing.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the

craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds

and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than

it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath

moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help

for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that

return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all

folk.".It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my

cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides,

i. 189..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier

and the Envied (225) xiii.? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth

remain,.42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which

he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his

colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a

knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast

dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected

[alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my

"Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the

original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of

tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of

all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though

differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of

Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate

Tale..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the

name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and

said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing

cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye

indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him

and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come

(may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a

thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his

rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her."
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And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the

government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of

the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your

presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the

king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but

with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not

to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that

which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good

grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I

desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took

his daughter and fled with her..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence

that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution;

but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the

following verses:.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and

the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she

may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for

sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and

behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the

dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night

Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him

for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones

there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and

gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the

lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he

arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than

Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my

brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not

sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never

again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting

down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought

bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with

jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..145. The Bedouin and

his Wife dcxci.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them,

"Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The

thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him."

And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they

released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from

me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.? ? ? ? ?

The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF

AFFAIRS..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..All this while the Khalif was

diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to

Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and

he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn

to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the

saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..Then the Khalif

summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.His love on

him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her

side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to

any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present

at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is
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vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee

and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I

have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226)."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the

Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is

Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he

who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it

flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had

been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to

their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us

with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the

king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not

in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so,

come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to

seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".Envy and Malice,

Of, i. 125..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble

from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the

land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid

star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and

eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we

are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute

and sang the following verses:.Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's

drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches

turn back to it there..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance

of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal

he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment

and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he

lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and

questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he

went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on

the Jew..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said

to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment,

and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which

resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and

falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and

kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made

him promise to come to her on the morrow..80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a

company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The

latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought

shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king,

'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he

imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm

cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee,

'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is

undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do

thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath

transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou

put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this

from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,

'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]

and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'."There
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was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with

child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out,

journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who

should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated

him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this;

whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his

return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his

own country..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the

lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key,

but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying,

'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her

bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on

him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's

return to him, after he had despaired of her..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142)

commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other

presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he

bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter."

"O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and

withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the

king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee?

For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".A thief of the

thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now

on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him

not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising

it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct

you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and

harmed him not..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the

pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this

pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound

of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty

running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water

and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? o.
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