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28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul,

no word thereunto ye replied,.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily,

injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he

to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my

heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security

(149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the

origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent

Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father

brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not

the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the

most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the

mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations

and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth

waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el

Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of

Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..?THE FOURTH

OFFICER'S STORY..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.Now the merchant's wife

aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she

knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with

thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the

constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee

verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him,

saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness

before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to

the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained,

Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.?Story of Ilan

Shah and Abou Teman..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she

was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof

and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Rich Man who gave his Fair

Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my

troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved

not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his

journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she,

'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would

not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook

himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed

his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till

they deemed her dead, when they left her..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were

you;.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the

magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road

wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and

said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags

and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half,"

rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller

said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them

whilere!.When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in

bygone days..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before

her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the
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Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were

I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called

down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go

forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath

forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be

as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though

it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with

thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but

one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked

her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave,

ii. 85..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of

colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I

will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The

answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them

across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two

staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for

haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to

Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el

Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady

Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and

lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn

well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and

the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the

Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..At this

Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat

of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she

passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and

obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ? In her

revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King,

i. 265..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..? ? ? ? ?

Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.One

night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they

looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide

cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came

their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and

light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..When the company

heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came

forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts

of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..When the evening evened, the

king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him

tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs

prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed.

When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his

chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were

present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so

that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that,

from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long

prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the

victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured

from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou
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fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.The

folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the

kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew

near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and

presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to

rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said,

'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern

hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is

become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that

he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they

slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we

Confess thy magnanimity;.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.Sixteen Officers of Police, El

Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made

a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were

present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of

the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The

Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii.

86..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at

hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou

hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her

place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her

and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the

tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and

one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.Then

she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that

her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So

she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he

went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest

other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing

in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".Shehriyar,

Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the

Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to

do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat;

for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the

hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth,

after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within;

so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be

opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to

cut..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..Then she took leave of me and I

of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed

day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go

home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to

fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was

absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death,

for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.? ? ? ? ? My

transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..So he did this, and when

it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him

and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and

when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with

stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no
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motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night.

When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they

took him up..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not

open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he

turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his

cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his

much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O

adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But

bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he

returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious

prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present

blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange

intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God

[alone] knowest the secret things,) that.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed,

thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth

damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and

she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a

face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the

[same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the

great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..?THE FIRST

OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..Now there was a ruined building hard by

and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and

he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his

corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk

and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he

imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than

the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the

young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and

made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed,

nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the

draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me

and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace

with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).73. The Miller

and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..The Eighth Day..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS

THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his

vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of

thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.The Seventh Night of the Month..When he had made an end of his speech, his

wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the

kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her

falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O

king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him

again..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his

forehead shine clear..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert

upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto

him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I

were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth

tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the

Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to

him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she

of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the
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Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,

'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard

from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,

such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the

Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..?Story of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your

favours grudged and aught of grace denied..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne

of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he

hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?"

"God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the

son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for

the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and

modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace,

knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.When she had made an end of her

verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang

thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.When the prince saw

her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she,

"nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had

bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of

Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said,

"Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's

wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on

account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii."O king," answered the

youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these

wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their

malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind

with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As

for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed

my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was

with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him

nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled

[the destined term of] his life.".When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him

tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that

is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity,

and eke your wrath consent..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace

of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his

wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for

himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he

reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain

from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince

returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion,

I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a

populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his

sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy

and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do

this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again

dlxxxvii.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.Upon the parting day our

loves from us did fare, iii. 114..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with

an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon

them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High

would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and
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took them and clapped them in prison..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126.
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