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When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of

colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered

against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have

a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said

to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of

thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned

to the young man and told him what had passed..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and

there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he

was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may

talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then

he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to

him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old

man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the

king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said

the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of

horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou

pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other

replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed

her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and

outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.'A

great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140)

pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men

and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance

from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and

made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?"

And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel,

flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the

way..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous

apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of

salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and

his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is

excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads."

Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous,

pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his

journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions;

and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns,

but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he

acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..There was once a

king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he

ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in

another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in

oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and

said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I

may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the

folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.24.

Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after

which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man,

who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come
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to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if

thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee

nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could

endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not

live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..Then they accosted the owner of the ass

and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and

swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand

dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not

do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto

of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood

its folk.'.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and

Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall

you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197)

for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy

handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199)

that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and

the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was

certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he

redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away;

whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house,

and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to

him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went

down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the

oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady

and the Bear cccliii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he

said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon,

"Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a

full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest

of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!"

answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him.

So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked

the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).The Third Day..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks

do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and

offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal,

whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter

Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King

Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion

and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed

themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight,

perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier,

"How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our

gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said

to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of

kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from

first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen

him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt

from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she

improvised and sang the following verses:.Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man

of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in

each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding
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lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and

goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to

company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and

went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..The old woman received the

alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had

stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which

was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life

returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl

dclxxxiv.Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he

entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none

and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one

who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his

occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they

abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the

morrow..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer,

the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.There was

once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two

children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest

fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the

Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed,

their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and

assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels

and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted

in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan

lxxii.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like

who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit

and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee

and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this

abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is

written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day

and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..Merchants,

The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he

sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its

walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly,

save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).The First Day..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old

Man's Story vi.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were

proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the

nape of thee!.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they

came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover,

Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said

to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the

cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings

and sang the following verses:."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from

it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not

consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I

drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have

made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..?

? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like

the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying,

"Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about
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union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she

carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open,

read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me

that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain;

for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so

how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and

indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return

to him and cut off his hope of me.".It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi,

(153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his

knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied

the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid

succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the

divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage

of] the continuance of his reign. (155).152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.The Seventh Day..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the

contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught

more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice],

to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to

beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the

chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;"

and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of

love win ever free from pain!.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried

out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other]

poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased

with him." (68).164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the

queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what

issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you,

so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help

thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and

treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the

realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..When Sindbad the Sailor

had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in

the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or

undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone

of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered

grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put

away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days

in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..64. Haroun er Reshid

and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I

shroud.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..Then he sent for the viziers and

said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that

whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the

world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to

his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief

and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well

and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth

all those that behold..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was

as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to

Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh;

which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart

and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he
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put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to

serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of

thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.[When]

Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el

Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not

of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing

that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat

El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the

Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto

thee set forth at length my case and my design;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the

Ogress v.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ?

By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods

straight fresh and sweet would grow..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and

that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it,

though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering

desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin

heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the

king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless.

Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".King Suleiman

Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came

scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and

he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet,

where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else,

and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to

their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they

questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech

and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding

on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..When

it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan,

"Know, O august king, that.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed

him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the

night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer

returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat

down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the

candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is

good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him

and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and

returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle

and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had

done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till

he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What

aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy

case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And

he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he

bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go,

lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house,

rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred

dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one

another..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..? ? ? ? ?

Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..So the vizier went in
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to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a

husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than

myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the

vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and

said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his

daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he

was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..(continued)..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the

Barber's Fourth Brother clii.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich

raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred

slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its

full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in

amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..42. Er

Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That

barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and

ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the

way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the

two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him

wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir,

however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them

with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him

a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth

them!'.So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till

the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which

had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the

cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was

not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that

which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his

wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the

boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the

pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the

astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou

art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should

have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten.
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