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the larder, ate an apple quickly because he was hungry, and took his staff. It was yew, bound at."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead
said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she whispered..the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves and books, a table piled with more
books."Thisis caled Ath's House," she said.." Tonight," Dragonfly said. "At our spring, under Iria Hill. What he doesn't know won't hurt
him."."He's ten times the use and company to me my brother is," she said. "And akind true man, as| told you. Sir.".I must be going now, | told
them voicelessly, with my lipsonly. | began to back off in the.all. Not snesking about at night and no one knowing...".lies even on Roke, I'd hate
those men for fooling me, fooling us all. It can't be lies. Not al of.only -- aside effect. . . Betrization has to do with something else." She was pale.
Her lips.he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would speak the words of making and unmaking. He.The Patterner's voice had grown
rougher, and he suddenly brushed the little design of

pebbles.file:///D)/Documents¥20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20L eGuin%620-%20T al es%620From%20Earthsea.txt (99 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM].prejudice certainly influenced Halkel, the first Archmage, in creating his own authoritative.At that Dulse looked him over again. No cloak, no
staff..Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there.chest -- and his coat filled out and lit up
again. . ..Sleeping out on deck with the starlight on his face, he had asimple, vivid dream: it was.of a spell, speaking in the tongue that all the
wizards and mages of Roke had |earned, the.said, and |eft the room..Her thin voice was hidden by the many-voiced rain sweeping over the hills and
through the trees..Ayo and Mead were much alike, and Otter saw in them what Anieb might have been: a short, dight, quick woman, with around
face and clear eyes, and a mass of dark hair, not straight like most peopl€e's hair but curly, frizzy. Many people in the west of Havnor had hair like
that..willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and atall evergreen."Medra," she said. Her sore mouth could not
speak clearly. He knelt down and took her hands, looking into her

face..file:///D)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/harry/...09%20L eGuin%20-%20T al es%20From%20Earthsea.txt (24 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].shadows of the leaves.."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And ignorant,” she said, with a.bones need the sun. The
wizard stood still in the doorway of his house, between the dark room and.They had little trust in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had attacked
them. It was men's.legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked.boat-builder of Thwil, who
had taught herself her trade and welcomed his skill. Veil put no.Otter's humble teachers had taught him pride. They had trained into him a deep
contempt for.The original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified into a strict hierarchy by Halkel. Under
hisrules.."Then I'll carry the cheesesto Oraby," she said, "and sell em there. In the name of honor, brother, go wash out that cut, and change your
shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she went back into the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears..gleaned from his sailors' reports and
the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied.”l should go," she said. "I can walk in the Grove, but not live there. It isn't my - my
place. And the Master Chanter said | did harm by being here.".l will row.."Di," she said, and he looked up. His face was still round and a bit
peachy, though the bones were heavier and the eyes were melancholy.." Thorion says Lebannen is not truly king, since no Archmage crowned
him,".prentice or awitch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..glow in thin air. Y ou didn't know | was
watching. |'ve watched and said nothing for along time. I.She sat on awhile by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he had told her and by
her thoughts and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She went to the house, set out her
supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It
was very still and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her sandals and put her feet in the
water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt that were all she had, and slipped
naked into the water, feeling the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had never swum in the streams at Iria, and she had hated the
sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and
her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed away from her in the running of the water, and she
floated in delight in the caress of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars.."Where?' he whispered, and then said the word aloud in
the language al things understand that have no other language..She began to laugh; she was convulsed with laughter. Then suddenly she broke
off,.around the Gontish Sea.."| have aneighbor," said the black-braided woman, "who might have some paper, if you're after.and reverence. On al
the islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as

midwifery,.file:///D}J/Documents¥20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20L eGuin%20-%20T al es%20From%20Earthsea.txt (56 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:31 AM].buildings, windowless, black, seemingly lifeless, for they were without more than light -- not the.As the dim light that came into the
room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window died away, instead of sinking into the blank misery of all his nightsin that room, he
stayed awake, and grew more awake. The excited turmoail of his mind al the time he had been with Gelluk slowly quieted. From it something rose,
coming close, coming clear, the image he had seen down in the mine, shadowy yet distinct: the slave in the high vault of the tower, that woman
with empty breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her mouth, and stood waiting to die. She
had looked at him..Gelluk was used to hearing people say the words he had put in their mouths, if they said anything at all. These were words he
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wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young man's arm, putting his face very closeto his, and felt him cower away..possibility. . . the
fact that thereis one who. . .".where Otter had taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and.So these are reports
of my explorations and discoveries: tales from Earthsea for those who have.Gelluk caught his breath. Presently he said, very softly, "Can you read
the runes?'.IN THE Y EARS after Diamond left home, Golden made more money than he had ever done before. All his.farm, for he had a hand
with animals, and was quieter when he was with the horses. But he.was half the cheese money, but they would have the luxury of a cabin, for Sea
Otter was a decked,.and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you carrion,.The great guilds, since their
network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or authority except the King in Havnor..fragmentsinto a curve, then closed it into a
circle. "Yes," he said, studying his eggshells,.it thickened and darkened, creeping out over the slow waves..Indeed Otter was unsure whether the
wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a.and their history together into "A Description of Earthsea." Itsfunction is like that of
the."l was told there's amurrain among the cattle here." Now that he wasn't all locked up with cold."l won't be so bold as to ask for akiss," said
Medra, "but an open hand, maybe?'.bit. Don't worry about Diamond. He'll know what he wants when he sees it!".other eye looked alittle off to the
side. Sometimes Dragonfly thought the cast was in Rose's left."Yes," Tern said, "and | will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke.
And if you.She stood up. And | got up from my horribly low chair..Gelluk stood tense and trembling, still at aloss. "Turres,” he said, after atime,
almost in a.interchange, other than piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and.Asiif to illustrate what he was saying,
he had picked up abit of brick from the broken pavement, and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered about their heads on delicate blue
wings, a butterfly. He put out his finger and the butterfly lighted on it. He shook his finger and the butterfly fell to the ground, a fragment of
brick..untruthful realms of Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a
village on Mount Onn, among people who know nothing of the world, there are still women of the Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many
years. How was it woven?'.against Kargish raids and forays..cafes, the sharp, persistent smell of fried food, rows of gas flames behind windows,
the clinking.lay in her grave, up there on the mountain. He had never been back, never come this close. It had.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular
ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by professional singers. New works of any general interest are soon written down as
broadsheets or put in compilations..She twisted and untwisted her fingers, not taking her eyes off me, as if with these words."Who doesn't? | like
the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All | fear is.heart of the teaching of magic..cool, asif amountain stream ran through
them..quiet talk among them..round the mountain. He's there now."." Oh, you are a pretty man," said the woman who had spoken first, laughing, as
he held the red.and fifty-seven. . .".occasionally the blur of aface shone, once | even brushed by someone. The crowns of the trees."He's dead," she
said, "two years. The marsh fever. Y ou have to watch out for that, here. The water. | live with my brother. He'sin the village, at the tavern. We
keep adairy. | make cheese. Our herd's been al right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the ranges, the murrain's
very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll put an end to it.".felt nothing, the fountain was without water. After amoment it seemed to methat |
smelled.Dulse had seen young men weep for joy at the birth of afirst son. He had seen poor men pay.He went slowly round to the eastern side of
the hilltop, bright and warm already with the light of .asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote
with.bubbles, the blue set to work, angelic, modest, collected, but somehow sanctimonious, asif.lIt is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runesin
fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with."Where am I, donkey?' he said to it. "How do | get to the town | saw?'.magnified in white sweeping
surfaces. | made for the edge of the geometrically perfect.had told them that | would not be able to manage on my own? But how could that be,
when this.He stood there along time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At the.mourned him. Then, because here
was dismay among us, and al my patterns spoke of change and.along the platform. The rocket on which | had arrived was resting in a deep bay,
separated from."The houseis all right?'."1'm looking for a bed for the night.".Oblivious to all this, Gelluk talked on, following the endless spell of
his own enchanting voice..lvory went, limping only very slightly, to an old mounting-block nearby and sat down on it. He."In the west," he said..A
millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were devel oped so as to permit narrative."Look at all the stuff you can do," she said. "You
couldn't do any of it if you didn't have a gift."."No," Azver said, but could say nothing else. He held his staff of willow, but it was only wood in his
hand..She looked up and saw the Hoary Man come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards her across the glade..touching the beasts and
healing them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can.The Kargs are deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it
to be sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex accounts and records in weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and are expert
mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have they employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that
sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of
business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with alight stroke through it, to
cancel out the sorcery that lurksin it.."Father does. He saw some of the stuff we were practicing. But he says Hemlock says | should come.you find
be all you seek!".in the morning light. Gift thought it was like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a.continuously by hundreds of feet on
the floor above; the all-embracing roar now swelled, now.Only in Paln did wizards combine the two practices, in the arcane, esoteric, and
reputedly.She sat down..understood as "people” or "human beings," aath. Thisword is by etymology (from the True Runes."When he passed me,"
shesaidin alow voice, "l saw agrave."."l know. | said everything wrong. | did everything wrong. | betrayed everything. The magic. And the
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music. And you.".nothing, all the same. And she didn't give up anything for it. Having me didn't stop her. She had.laughed and chattered..cheated
him..The white-haired man looked at the two women. Other people had come forward, and there was some
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