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110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..There was once a king of the kings, by

name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest

the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived,

whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her

delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun]

and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened

each other with the glad news of this..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after

abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that

there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and

bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the

youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to

him dccccxix.? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..? ? ? ? ? On the

dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter

Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her

singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which

overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By

Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel,

(188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of

this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed,

this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one

who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.?STORY OF THE TWO

SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk,

said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat

pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how

can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered

the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair

with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know,

O king, that.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize

yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief

turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And

he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released

me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou

hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my

heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it

with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to

him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction,

this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".So, when they had made an end of eating and

drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness

and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to

my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said

to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and

reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a

riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and

the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and

became his guest..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the

morrow, so we may look into his affair.".When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening

and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Presently, she came to me

again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other
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thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof

is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and

addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell

her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate

and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on

horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying

to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of

the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and

recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his

resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..?

? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give

the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the

child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child

and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and

saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and

to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore;

after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling,

rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the

hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which

he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who

was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he

wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and

Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand.

Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a

hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her

forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el

Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk,

whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? My outward

of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.Son, The Rich Man and his

Wasteful, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy

soul..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and

sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed

children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself

in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this

story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my

eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth

the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying."

And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and

would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be

distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service

of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a

thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the

boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this

wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he

were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank

with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?"

And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his

daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved

me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of

the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private
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with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love

thou didst requite.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that

thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Now the king was seated at

the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now

there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O

lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit

and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes

of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht,"

continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed,

[whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the

merchants.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have

mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my

courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of

repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to

the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him

and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with

four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently

they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a

jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back."

Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two

thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is

slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".So he took a

belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets

and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved

to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a

man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this

dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in

dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after

the fullest fashion..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made

ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set

out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego

him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first

of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon

the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas,

who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city,

whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his

abode..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing

from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace

and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he

hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with

the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So

they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every

steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon

quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we

contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and

slay him and his people with the sword.'.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative

Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and

the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion;

and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her

case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so
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she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do

thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her

he flees me and I follow aye..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry

train!.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath

stricken me with sorrows past allay..When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the

Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that

there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young

man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying

him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would

not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we

had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".The messenger wished him joy of the bath and

exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and

accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to

the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight

and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who

were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they

should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between

them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God

the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him

who had reunited him with his family..? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering

mind..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and

betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation

concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it

compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.Then he turned to a damsel of the

damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be

indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said

to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,

said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed

his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It

sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted

from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for

laughter..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but

the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go

to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion

on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to

death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.When it was the day of the going-in,

(110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which

there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she

took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes

and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the

youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to

mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore

it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my

slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who

was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and

hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he

had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt

to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of

his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and

verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an
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exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..When Galen

saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear

and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' '

No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then

said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by

which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles

that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..163. Abdallah the Fisherman and

Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his

judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's

favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of

his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic

the page.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier

and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.

Know, O king. that.? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Then the prince rose to

him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour;

and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he

deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine

hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O

King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid

up for thee.".When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed

concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a

vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the

kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat

the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish;

wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they

agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business

all, i. 48..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.So he left her and slept his night and on the

morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he

told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped

me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had

gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he

said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee

for thy dealing with me.'.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had

confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of

sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew

her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I

required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the

townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying

of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath

that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me,

how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on

thee was no great matter?'.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit,

though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman

who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been

satisfied..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..'This is idle talk,'

answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee

and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy

secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication

to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.I abode in my house, ill, a

whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or
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the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and

had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she

stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell

to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me

and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an

exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to

me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?'

'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..Now the man who had stolen the clothes

and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with

him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt

for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had

betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till

they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her

appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit,

that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah

and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her

husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for

a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire

concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him

and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and

he knew not what he should do..The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said

to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears,

of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before

the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship,

and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So

they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an

underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made

her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she

told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green

Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and

the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of

El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had

come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of

a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that

he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and

the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head

liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy

person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the

flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147)

And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy

stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath

reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A

friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to

wit, it was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East

to the West, might avail..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding

in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night

without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the

night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the

Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and

said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own
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place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and

obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.117. The Favourite and her Lover M.When El Abbas heard these words

from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in

company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be

the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind

them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down

upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight,

she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the

ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The

Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us

divide..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned

herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her

shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young

merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he

brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the

goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any

one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the

prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom,

thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore

concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have

requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he

came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The

people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on

him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a

stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to

his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused

them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and

afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is

this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".In this island is

a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the

stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when

it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was

aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there

is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any

approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent

came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e.

King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a

candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she

looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet

and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.'

(192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but

that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the

Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this

wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst

beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the

slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be

with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in

every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief

and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go

and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet
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and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance.

They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose

and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the

woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her

with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..To return to El Abbas,

when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown

of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out

a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before

him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he

answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth,

produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down

an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold

in El Abbas his possession..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear,

even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd

Sharper ccxciv.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and

laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy

and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth

and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day

of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his

officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a

golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he

mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,

"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,

lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth

and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One

who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his

realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a

load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in

Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a

secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and

commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should

order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready

bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..When came the night, the king

summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er

Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour;

for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup

of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from

before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage,

God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and

kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most

Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his

side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me

and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord

the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein

with an exceeding joy..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning,

will I or nill.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a

slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off.

Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on

the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my

knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this
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world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the

world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it

pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.So they all arose and

repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not

be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the

queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this

favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent

well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O

my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on

the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..Patience, Of the Advantages of,

i. 89..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour

entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end

and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and

when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne

of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and

the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and

hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst

the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep,

kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the

Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they

should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding

delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels

of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to

Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said

to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:
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