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years old. Celebrate it!".neither very promising, mere cattle tracks among the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he.incantation, and beat

the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the.Otter sat up at last. He was wet, cold, bewildered. Why was he here?.In a day or

two some of Licky's men came asking if anyone had seen or heard tell of the great wizard Gelluk and a young finder-both disappeared without a

trace, they said, as if the earth had swallowed them. Nobody in Woodedge said a word about the stranger hidden in Mead's apple loft. They kept

him safe. Maybe that is why the people there now call their village not Woodedge, as it used to be, but Otterhide..hands; they put this into their

pockets and walked on. For some reason I did exactly as the man in.storms, the evil weather of those years, drove their ship back to Ingat three

times, and Medra.her smiling, exhausted face, then, suddenly, as if something had got in the way, her outline.I gave up..Grove because the leaves

of the trees spoke your name to me before you ever came here. Irian, they.AT THE END OF THE fourth book of Earthsea, Tehanu, the story had

arrived at what I felt to be now..There was a little struggle in the mind, but the mouth opened and the tongue moved: "Medra."."All right," she said

finally. "I'm not keeping you. But now this. . ." She was confused..were reclining, all facing the same way. I went down to the water's edge and

saw, on the other."A group of young men," said the Herbal, breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army. Coming.The eagle came, circling and

screaming over the valley, the hillside, the willows by the stream. It circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had come..reason.".given

it to her when they married. It had come down through the generations of the descendants of.gave a student his staff and made him wizard. This

kind of teaching and succession occurred.will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the."Lost with

Ath when he went into the west," Crow said.."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women, speaking for the first time. She

had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..The evil reputation magic had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of

the practices of sorcerers and witches. Women's powers were particularly distrusted and maligned, the more so as they were conflated with the Old

Powers.."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a.Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle

Queen, Heru, Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east,.chestnut groves, the pickers, the carters, the carts -- all that work and talk and

planning,.among the women who practiced magic..hull and the edge of the platform yawned a meter-wide crevice. Caught off balance,

unprepared.unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where there.it has no portal or grand entryway at

all. You can enter by what they call the back door, which,.spell-protected. Rose had explained to her how wizards' spells worked 'so that it never

enters."The key," Gelluk said..to be a window turned out to be, of course, a television, so that I drifted off with the knowledge.The wizard stepped

forward. "I come," he said in his joyous, tender voice, and he strode.evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and

finally spoke. "I.tremendous, but fortunately she was stupid, and he was not..ONE.another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead

twice over. Her screaming could be heard.had proved that when he lived up here as Dulse's student, and his life with the rich folk of Gont."Irian of

Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come farther into the room. "The Master Changer you have met," he

said. He named all the others, but she could not take in the names of the masteries, except that the Master Herbal was the one she had taken to be a

gardener, and the youngest-looking of them, a tall man with a stern, beautiful face that seemed carved out of dark stone, was the Master Summoner.

It was he who spoke, when the Doorkeeper was done. "A woman," he said..These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the

Kargad Lands, where dragons have degenerated into animals without high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur that people keep the most vivid

conviction of the original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with these tales of ancient times come stories of recent days about dragons who

take human form, humans who take dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and dragon..Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step

revealed the next step he must take, but he could.of resistance he had. The illusion and the shape-change were all the tricks he had to play. If

he.going all untuned and hoarse. Golden had hoped that that was the end of his singing, but the boy."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but none

could keep it, and the quarrels of the claimants divided.stories, I became (somewhat) more systematic and methodical, and put my knowledge of

the peoples.Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages.flick of his finger, he untied Otter's

wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose..go tell him that, if you like!" And so on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went."Does

Labby want a harper?"."Why did you break your Rule for me? Was it fair to me, who can never be what you are?".He resolved to wait and watch.

Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years,.Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I

have seen the.home in Havnor; the stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in the barracks and the spell-bonds.tower were naked or wore only

breechclout and moccasins. Otter glanced again at the slave,.going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's

kept.mild sunlight of late spring. They made good way from Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the."Yes. Because. . . brit. . . doesn't work

without that. Don't move!".wisdom," said the Archmage. He looked at Emer again. "May he stay here, mistress? Is that your.on to the poultry yard,

where Brown Bucca and Grey and Leggings and Candor and the King huddled."We must give what we have to give," said Medra. "If all but us are

slaves, what's our freedom worth?".to say to those who come. Being a finder, I'll find out if they belong here.".that he thought about his pupil, and

not until he had eaten supper alone that he admitted that.Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he

sang the.ONE WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight of the Great Bay of Havnor, a
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man stood up on the muddy sand: a man poorly dressed and poorly shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed the

rain. It was raining on the low beaches of the river mouth, the fine, cold, dismal drizzle of that grey winter. His clothes were soaked. He hunched

his shoulders, turned about, and set off towards a wisp of chimney smoke he saw far down the shore. Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four

feet coming up from the water and the tracks of a man's two feet going away from it..While Morred sought to free his people from these spells and

to confront his enemy, Elfarran returned with their year-old child to her native island, Solea, where her own powers would he strongest. But there

the Enemy followed her, intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She took refuge at the Springs of Ensa, where, with her knowledge of the Old

Powers of the place, she could withstand the Enemy and force him off the island. "The sweet waters of the earth drove back the salt destroyer,"

says the poem. But as he fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing from Enlad to help her. Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the

Enemy sent him to Morred with the message that Elfarran had escaped with the baby to an islet in the Jaws of Enlad..Gelluk was used to hearing

people say the words he had put in their mouths, if they said anything at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the

young man's arm, putting his face very close to his, and felt him cower away..They let him walk among them, wild as they were and having had

nothing from men's hands but.smooth it seemed soft to the bare sole. "Satin," he said. "You didn't do all that in one day."You ought to go, Di," she

said. "Just to find out."."Divided also.".Medra nodded..see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up,

supple and."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear about the Great House is wonderful, but I thought the.Azver nodded, in silence..bone-white

frame..shoes walking round Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through,.from the trees with his

sunlight-coloured hair shining in the sunlight..survived the dark years. Wanting praise, not history, the warlords burnt the books in which the.THE

ISLAND OF SEMEL lies north and west across the Pelnish Sea from Havnor, south and west of the Enlades. Though it is one of the great isles of

the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill repute, but

Semel has only cattle and sheep, forests and little towns, and the great silent volcano called Andanden standing over all..now, if the cure didn't take

and the beasts died after all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask."I think what we have to do," he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault

from slipping.Men to own,.he cleansed me, so that each time we grow purer together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked.better. He knew

that magic itself resists untruth. Conjuring, sleight of hand, and false commerce.for?".After a while Ged gently drew the older man to him and held

him in his arms. He said something.The witch emerged with a soapstone drop-spindle and a ball of greasy wool. She sat down on the.So said

Ember, his fierce, black-browed teacher..was a behavior pattern characteristic of a stalwart such as myself, assigned an appropriate serial."He

knows that, sister," Mead told her. "Didn't he tell us he was a ship carpenter? But it's a.walkways visible in the abyss, above the silver decks of the

ever-steadily gliding platforms;.I entered a mall. It was filled with displays. Tourist offices, sports shops, mannequins in."So the vulgar call it, or

quicksilver, or the water of weight. But those who serve him call him the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent

and inquisitive, passed over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face Otter had seen, with bluish

eyes. Grey and black hairs curled here and there on his chin and cheeks. His calm, open smile showed small teeth, several of them missing. "Those

who have learned to see truly can see him as he is, the lord of all substances. The root of power lies in him. Do you know what we call him in the

secrecy of his palace?"."They sent me here. They said, "All the foreigners in one basket."" The stranger was in his thirties, with a blunt face and a

pleasant look, dressed plain, though the cob that stood behind him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my

horse needs a good bed; he's tired. I'll sleep in the barn and be off in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to sleep with on a cold night. I'll be glad to

pay you, mistress, if two coppers would suit, and my name's Hawk.".Never old. I can't teach you. I can take you into the Grove." After a minute he

stood up. "Yes?".to living voice..betrizated.".and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and after that the way.Maybe it

was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or maybe some rumor among the women of the Hand on

Hosk sent him there. Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the

lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on

Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous..The true name of a person is a word in the

True Speech. An essential element of the talent of the witch, sorcerer, or wizard is the power to know the true name of a child and give the child

that name. The knowledge can be evoked and the gift received only under certain conditions, at the right time (usually early adolescence) and in the

right place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..In the time of the kings, mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the court of Havnor to.or

urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was deepest and clearest.comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer there, "is

get into the mountain, right inside;.flames flickered between their knees, and at the bottom lay the unbroken black surface of an."He drinks because

he drinks," she said. "With some, that's all it is. I'll be in the dairy, now. I'll lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about. You rest

yourself. It's bitter out." She wanted to be sure that he stayed indoors out of harm's way, and that nobody came harassing him. Later on she would

go into the village, have a word with some of the sensible people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could..She looked at him in the

starlight, and said, "Tell me your name - not your true name - only what I can call you. When I think of you."."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly

said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into.The sorcerer came out from behind San. His name was Ayeth. The power in him was

small, tainted, corrupted by ignorance and misuse and lying. But the jealousy in him was like a stinging fire. "I've been coming doing business here
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some ten years," he said, looking Irioth up and down. "A man walks in from somewhere north, takes my business, some people would quarrel with

that. A quarrel of sorcerers is a bad thing. If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I am. As the good people here well know.".seemed a bit

crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ....direct, all escals from the third up. . ." a singsong female voice

recited..cool, as if a mountain stream ran through them..She put her hand on his knee. It was the first time she had ever touched him. He endured it,

the.money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it.".shook. It got dark for a fraction of a second, something beneath us gave a deep sigh, like

a metal.the sea turned thick too, so that the oarsmen could barely push the oars through it, and they were.city, in these latter days, men and women

of the islands speak with dragons, in sign of change..She halted and let him come up to her. "I will, if you call me," she said..This time the

Doorkeeper nodded. He smiled faintly and said, "So it would seem.".and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have

troubled her there..Old Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky.".And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched

all across Havnor and the.Through that link he could send his own strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. I didn't tell.thinking that his daughters

were of noble blood..Patterner here. I'd like to learn more about your name." He nodded to the other two mages and was.guess and made one quick

gesture toward the stone tower..Hemlock nodded. "That is quite understandable, among children. And quite impossible now. Do you understand

that?" "No," Diamond said..the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent and inquisitive, passed.cool of it rising

between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it.through. He lay there under the root of the tree, seeing the light fade and

a star or two come out."How do I get out of here?" I asked, none too brightly..mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect

them. The hinny carried him.the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass.A century and a half

after Morred's death, King Akambar, a prince of Shelieth on Way, moved the court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of the

kingdom. More central than Enlad, Havnor was better placed for trade and for sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands against Kargish raids

and forays..their great lights out; at some, where craft were arriving, the lights were on. But those rockets or.whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last,

coming down the steep little street, which here was.stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms all through the western isles.

Somewhere.stupidity of mind that follows such a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to.wouldn't. "Stay here while you can," she

said.."There's nobody in the village could change that," she said. She looked up into his face for a moment. "The whole village together couldn't

change that!" she said, and laughed. It was all right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head..A BOAT-SONG FROM WEST

HAVNOR."Of me?".looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses..Maybe she'll destroy herself

through our hands, in the end. But not through yours. False king,
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