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COMMON GROUND ENCOUNTERS WITH NATURE AT THE EDGES OF LIFE
Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind

and mine eye? (108).As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son

El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part,

over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and

judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues

and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and

kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all

parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his

subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.King Shehriyar marvelled [at

this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and

sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the

completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I

will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to

security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).When Er Razi heard this, he said,

'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at

him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had

collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been

prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten

and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the

money.'.One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay

down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless

and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his

scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself

stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's

worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought]

and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers

and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon

everything in the shop..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered

to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not

in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation

or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his

glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household

of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee

is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..? ? ? ? ?

Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ? ? ? O

friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to

thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard

to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt

thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till

he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten

his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with

his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee."

"O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words

...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man

came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious

prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present

blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to

meet, we twain!.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and
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merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth

he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.?

? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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