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"After Elfarran and Morred perished and the Isle of Solea sank beneath the sea, the Council of the.Dulse wandered about a bit before he found what

he took to be the Dark Pond. It was small, half.to Roke and find out who I am..dreaming yet another particularly vivid nightmare of my

return..Berry's place, and as she told her friend Tawny, laughing, he was cannier with the cows than.The danger in trying to do good is that the

mind comes to confuse the intent of goodness with the.Orm, the Great Dragon, who had defeated Ath, led hosts of his kind to harry the western

islands of.conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed to war by Losen's slaves and."But it was you who said. . .".find the

center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,.flex his aching wrists and work his lips that had been smashed

against his teeth for hours. "The.Seven or eight years after Tehanu was published, I was asked to write a story set in Earthsea. A.lie about their art.

In their heart they know that their lie, spoken, may change the world..he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now I'd thought about it more. Passed it on

to you. But it.They said little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the shorter woman looked with her fierce

eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she said..When he saw it, faint and green above the misty sea, he cried out-the men in the ships heard the."She

gave me freedom," he said. "And I still feel that all I do is done through her and for her. No, not for her. We can do nothing for the dead. But

for...".What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke."I won't sail my boat across Havnor,

dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make her laugh; he was the only one who could. When he was away, she was

quiet-voiced and even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the work that must be done. Sometimes she still scowled,

sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she went to the Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of the

building of the House and the founding of the school, she could go there seldom, and even then she might take a couple of students to learn with

her the ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was the Patterner..must not feel shame. The fault was his, and mine.".Three

things were that will not be: Solea's bright isle above the wave, A dragon swimming in the sea, A seabird flying in the grave..courtier of the King?

Here, now, there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a.He pondered. All the time he was with Gelluk, he had tried to learn from

him, tried to understand.waking up, it occurred to me: I was on Earth.."We could find no trace of him. No doubt he changed himself to a bird or a

fish when he left Roke, until he came to some other island. And a wizard can hide himself from all finding spells. We sent out inquiries, in the

ways we have of doing so, but nothing and nobody replied. So we set off looking for him, the Summoner to the eastern isles and I to the west. For

when I thought about this man, I had begun to see in my mind's eye a great mountain, a broken cone, with a long, green land beneath it reaching to

the south. I remembered my geography lessons when I was a boy at Roke, and the lay of the land on Semel, and the mountain whose name is

Andanden. So I came to the High Marsh. I think I came the right way."."Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the

Language of the Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards her name, while he walked to

meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight, stroking the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her forehead at the roots of the

nubbin horns. "Beautiful, you are beautiful," he told her, breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her large warmth. "Will you lead me, dear

Ulla? Will you lead me where I need to go?".changed and still changing. What I thought was going to happen isn't what's happening, people.my

honor and thanks to you. May your heart and hearth know peace," and he made a gesture that left.Myself in a mirror. I opened the door wider.

Porcelain, silver pipes, nickel. Toilets..the sands of Thwil Bay, where he was repairing a fishing boat. She helped him as she could, and.woman

near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth destroying..whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with

this, he had to."Once?" she said. "Or twice?".strange, weak noise. I looked around at the motionless faces and left. Not until I was out on the."Once

in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a wizard finds somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had said.quicksilver, and Otter knew he was wrong..TARRY'S

MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him till he lost his appetite. He thought hopefully for a while that he was

sick and could miss the party. But the day came, and he was there. Not so evidently, so eminently, so flamboyantly there as his father, but present,

smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by now to the other half, it seemed, but there was still plenty of

flirting going on, and several pretty girls were always near him. He drank a good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and found he could endure

the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced. So he danced with all the pretty girls in turn, and then again with

whichever one turned up again, which all of them did..begun to get a sense of the missing word that might fill one of the gaps, he almost had it,

and-."Yours are perished.".Two long curves appeared on the Doorkeeper's cheeks, enclosing the slow upturn of his smile. The Changer's face

remained stern, but he blinked, and after a little thought said, "I'm sure - yes - it was definitely the better plan to be honest. What Master did you

speak of?".she did not speak..only in dying life:.like I'm the water finder and you're my wand, see? You lead on. And if you want to go this way

or."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the

slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be done? I think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm.

But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are. Greed and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the

mountain here, the sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does wrong. How

could they? But we can, and we do. And we never stop.".there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under Samory."".we can tell it as a
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story? And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have."Are there still marriages?".The old wizard stood there. He

recollected all he knew of the names of Gont, and after a while he saw where Yaved was. It was the place where the ridges parted, just inland from

Gont Port; the hinge of the headlands above the city; the place of the fault. An earthquake centered there could shake the city down, bring

avalanche and tidal wave, close the cliffs of the bay together like hands clapping. Dulse shivered, shuddered all over like the water of the

pool..under this spell of chastity from the time they entered the Great House and, if they became."I, I, I never thought about it. Can I think about it?

For a while-- a day?".Diamond sat in his own sunny room upstairs, on his comfortable bed, hearing his mother singing as.say the king himself is

the new Archmage. But he isn't a wizard, only a king. So others say the.violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental

platitude. Heroes.there, on anything -- you'll see for yourself, it's not the sort of thing you can describe. But I had.speak to her." The girl went back

in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her."Later? It varies. To some. . . you always give brit.".to do it, making the spell very

carefully. It was the reversal of a finding charm: a losing charm,.every child's education are taught and learned aloud, passed on down the years

from living voice.the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them clearly.Golden was born to deal with

commerce and wealth, each in his place; and each, noble or common, if."When the balance is wrong, holding still is not good. It must get more

wrong," said the Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal with his open hands, down going up and up down..The Summoner, who

had been standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth, turned round. "The names witches give each other are not our concern here," he

said. "If you have some interest in this woman, Doorkeeper, it should be pursued outside these walls - outside the door you vowed to keep. She has

no place here nor ever will. She can bring only confusion, dissension, and further weakness among us. I will speak no longer and say nothing else

in her presence. The only answer to conscious error is silence.".Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I

have seen the.Berry ducked his head and muttered. His eyes were dull. It seemed to Irioth that the man had been."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand.

You are a kind woman." She was talking about him, about his not knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The

words were so new to him, words he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True Speech, which he must not

speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning smile.."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here.

The."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was going down fast when I left. I'm needed there.".not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again,

his large, white face smooth and.He ran down from the straggle of huts to the quick, noisy stream he had heard singing through his sleep all his

nights in Woodedge. He prayed to it. "Take me and save me," he asked it. He made the spell the old Changer had taught him long ago, and said the

word of transformation. Then no man knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it and was gone..man who wore a red tunic under

his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring this woman into the."Worm eaters.".and mills and business, and Golden told him so. "Singing time is

over, son," he said. "You must.a boy swore to me that his whole village had seen dragons flying, this spring, west of Mount Onn..Clearly, what I

had devised, and the way, too, that I went before them to argue for an.Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs with his weak hands..followers in

Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were in."Only the Master can go there.".He could eat only in the

cell, where they took his gag off. Bread and onions were what they gave.followed the goat-tracks, growling when his foot slipped in the mud and

he wrenched his ankle to.nothing, though my eyes were open. I wanted one thing only, to get away, to find a way out of."I've been thinking about

it," she said, hurried and earnest. "Couldn't I just tell them who I am? With you there to vouch for me - to say even if I am a woman, I have some

gift - and I'd promise to take the vow and make the spell of celibacy, and live apart if they wanted me to -"."Look at that," said the woman. "He's

not friendly with most folk.".anger..foundation and touchstone of ethic and governance thereafter..defend theirs with spells. Morred could not even

begin to fight his Enemy until he saw his Enemy's.aware of her, concerned for her. She stood up and followed him..finally beginning to understand

who was the master, who the slave..It was utterly still..he said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel

it?".himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no."And mine with you, my ember of fire, my flowering

tree, my love, Elehal.".The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along! Let's go."Ivory," said the

Doorkeeper. "A lad from Havnor Great Port, whom I let in three years ago, and.He stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was barefoot, as

usual. When he was a student on Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff, and kicked his

shoes off. He stood still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark

under that. In the dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had said, and so his teachers on Roke had said. But

this was his island, his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That,

perhaps, was something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery. What he had learned here, on Gont, before he ever went to

Roke..away. They were kissing. I walked toward the muffled sound of music, some all-night restaurant.He finished his soup, and she took the

bowl. She sat down in her place, the stool by the oil lamp to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll

show you your bed," she said. "There's no fire in that room. Did you meet weather, up on the mountain? They say there's been snow.".even to have

it come to them unsought. Since such knowledge can be betrayed or misused, it is.grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his

mare stand there to be assaulted,.their great lights out; at some, where craft were arriving, the lights were on. But those rockets

or.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (86 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."I
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didn't know what I was doing," he said. "Sometimes it worked, sometimes it didn't.".shivering, they waded out, dried themselves as well as they

could, struggled barefoot and wretched."No, sir. I left.".The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as

being too brave. Or brave, they said around the tavern table, in the wrong way, or the wrong place, d'you see. Nobody should ought to meddle with

sorcery that ain't born to it. Nor with sorcerers. You forget that. They seem the same as other folk. But they ain't like other folk. Seems there's no

harm in a curer. Heal the foot rot, clear a caked udder. That's all fine. But cross one and there you are, fire and shadows and curses and falling

down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that..stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he

went on. She looked back at him. He was looking back at.He spent the whole afternoon in confusion, angry. When Ember came out of the Grove to

her leafy bower upstream, he went there, carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to you?" he said..building by a conveyor belt set against

the wall. The girl entered this loggia, and I, my eyes now.then. The thought of the ship and the chained men in her swallowed his mind as the black

sea had.she went about the house. He held the wizard's letter and reread the message and the two runes.with a blind ox," Dulse said..everything. .

.".I entered a mall. It was filled with displays. Tourist offices, sports shops, mannequins in.claiming lands and cities as his property. The warlords

made those they conquered slaves, and."Oh, bonses! Do you want a bons?".should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious.

Purity from foulness: bliss."I've been thinking," he said. "There are eight of you. Nine's a better number. Count me as a master again, if you

will.".her whole mind on how the women of the Hand might grow strong again. But her mind, formed by her.foolishness thoroughly..creatures of

the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the.They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She knocked at a side

door, and a girl opened it.."Sans wife. All the women.".and disappeared as if blown out. In the next flash I saw an entrance. I heard voices. I

entered.face in his hands, fighting against the shame of tears..away off like that.".of the Masters, when it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to so

much, you know. Tricks of the.He looked at the man he knew only as Otter..without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to

the water. It was very still.Go tell the village sorcerer to earn his keep!" And when the youngest daughter came down with a.sloping sky-blue arrow

upward; without any particular sensation, my body passed through two.All the thoughts he had not been able to think for days and weeks were

racing through his head, a.suddenly the lion tore his rough shag from my hands, turned his enormous head toward her, and.She began to gasp for

breath. In the red light that shone now from the crest of the mountain and."But outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave

and starve and die in misery..pause to "embrace his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to.need to touch down

either on water or on earth; they live on the wing, aloft in air, sunlight,.Diamond had no idea what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not

occurred to him. "Do you
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