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"I was never Cary Grant, to begin with," said VVanadium, still ceaselessly rolling the quarter across his fingers, "so | had no big emotional
investment in my appearance. Cosmetic surgery would have added another year of recuperation time, probably much longer, and | was anxious to
get after Cain. Seemed to me this mug of mine might be just the thing to scare him into an incriminating mistake, even aconfession."."But in 'This
Momentous Day,' Bartholomew is just the disciple, the historical figure, and he's also a metaphor for the unforeseen consequences of even our most
ordinary actions.".Just as the man turned away, Junior got a glimpse of what he wore under a London Fog raincoat. Between the lapels of the coat:
awhite shirt with awing collar, ablack bow tie, the suggestion of black-satin lapels like those on a tuxedo jacket..He didn't even dare to pretend to
wake up now, with a mutter and a yawn because the detective would know that he was faking, that he had been awake all along. And if he'd been
feigning unconsciousness, eaves.Briefly, Junior felt humiliated. He wanted to drag the detective out of the car and stomp on his smug, dead
face..Whether making love or killing, he was never guided by bigotry. A private little joke with himself. But true..Opening his eyes, still not daring
to meet Victorias gaze, Junior knew she had registered and properly interpreted his response to her seductive spooning. She had frozen, the utensil
in midair, and her breath had caught in her throat. She wasthrilled.."Y ou can learn em.".Agnes had believed that through this ordeal, she'd largely
spared her child from an awareness of the awful depth of her misery. In this, however, asin so many other instances, the boy proved to be more
perceptive and more mature than she'd realized. Now she felt that she had failed him, and this failure ached like a wound..Month by month during
Barty'sfirst year, Agness belief in his exceptional intelligence was only confirmed by his development. By the end of the second month of life,
most babies will smilein response to a smile, and they are able to smile spontaneously in the fourth month. Barty was smiling frequently in his
second week. In the third month, many babies laugh out loud, but Barty's first laugh came in his sixth week..Like all women past puberty and this
side of the grave, she was attracted to him. She never told him as much, not in words, but he detected this attraction in the way she looked at him,
in the tone that she used when she spoke his name. Throughout three weeks of therapy, Seraphim revealed countless small but significant proofs of
her desire.."l wasn't drinking,” he said. "That's proven. But | admit being reckless, driving too fast in the rain. They cited me for that, for running
the light.".In the kitchen were aradio, atoaster, a coffeepot, two place settings of cheap flatware, a small mismatched collection of thrift-shop
plates and bowls and mugs, and a freezer full of TV dinners and English muffins..His first word after mama was papa, which she taught him while
showing him pictures of Joey. His third word: pie..Junior hadn't noticed when the detective stopped turning the coin across his knuckles.."It was.
But maybe that's not the whole story. Anyway, we know the usual poses these guys strike, the attitudes they think are deceptive and clever. Most of
them are so obvious, they might aswell just stick their willy in alight socket and save us alot of trouble. This, however, is anew approach. Tends
to make you want to believe in the poor guy.".Junior was stunned that the bitch had come back into hislife, to ruin him, almost two years later.
Zedd teaches that the present is just an instant between past and future, which really leaves us with only two choices-to live either in the past or the
future; the past, being over and done with, has no consequences unless we insist on empowering it by not living entirely in the future. Junior strove
awaysto livein the future, and he believed that he was successful in this striving, but obviously he hadn't yet learned to apply Zedd's wisdom to
fullest effect, because the past kept getting at him. He fervently wished he hadn't smply broken up with Tammy Bean, but that he had strangled her
instead, that he had strangled her and driven her corpse to Oregon and pushed her off afire tower and bashed her with a pewter candlestick and sent
her to the bottom of Quarry Lake with the gold Rolex stuffed in her mouth..As Junior stood at Seraphim's grave, his breath smoked from himin the
still night air, as though he were a dragon..As he headed toward the door, the detective said, "Don't forget your apple juice. Got to build some
strength for the trial.".His happy expectation thickened into dread when he spotted the ambulance at the curb. And in the driveway stood the Buick
that belonged to Joshua Nunn, their family doctor..Junior could only imagine how flattered Victoriawould be to receive the attentions of a
twenty-three-year-old stud, flattered and grateful. When he contemplated all the ways she could express that gratitude, there was barely enough
room behind the wheel of the Suburban for him and his manhood..Fresh from sedative-assisted sleep, which hadn't ended until they were in the taxi
between the hospital and the hotel, Angel had proved as fully resilient as only children could be when they still retained their innocence. She didn't
understand how seriously Wally had been hurt, of course, but if the attack by Cain had terrorized her while she'd watched it from beneath her
mother's bed, she didn't seem in danger of being permanently traumatized..Tom caused less of a stir in the restaurant than Kathleen had expected.
Other diners noticed him, of course, but after one or two looks of shock or pity, they appeared indifferent, though this was undoubtedly the thinnest
pretense of indifference. The same quality in him that elicited deferential regard from the waiter apparently ensured that others would be courteous
enough to respect his privacy..He was so innocent. This sweet boy, this pure and stainless infant, couldn't possibly have an enemy in the world, and
she could not imagine any son of hers earning enemies, not if sheraised him well. Thiswasjust asilly card reading..This was pathetic. Only
thickheaded fools, unschooled and unworldly, would be shaken into confession by ham-handed tactics like these..Junior joined the throngs,
although he had no gift list or feeling for the season. He just needed to get out of his apartment, because he was convinced that the phantom singer
would soon serenade him again..Five days ago, reasoning that an unscrupul ous attorney would know how to find an equally unscrupulous private
detective, even across state borders, Junior had phoned Simon Magusson, in Spruce Hills, for a confidential recommendation. Apparently, there
also existed a brotherhood of the terminally ugly, the members of which sent business to one another. Magusson-he of the large head, small ears,
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and protuberant eyes-had referred Junior to Nolly Wulfstan..He was Father Tom again, having recommitted to his vows three years previous. At his
request, the Church had assigned him as the chaplain of Pie Lady Services..Although her hands were shaking and her knees felt as though they
might buckle, Agnes lifted two pies off the table..He was about to lift the body out of the chair when he heard the car in the driveway. He might not
have caught the sound of the engine so distinctly and so early if the stereo had not been in the process of changing albums..Looking toward the
nearest window, where the wet night kissed the glass, he said, "Lawn sprinklers?'.Considering his formidable size, his clothes ought to have served
an image of virile masculinity: boots, jeans, red flannel shirt. His ducked head, slumped posture, and shuffling feet were reminders, however, that
many young boys, too, dressed this way..Jacob cooked corn bread, cheese-and-parsley omelettes, and crisp home fries with a dash of onion
salt..When Nolly sighed and frowned, his lumpish face seemed in danger of dliding off his skull, like oatmeal 0ozing off a spoon. "Mr. Cain, much
as| regretit, I'm afraid I'm going to have to return half of the retainer you gave me.".He'd acted boldly, recklessly, without scoping the territory to
be sure Prosser was alone. The accountant lived by himself, but avisitor might be present..During the walk home: slow and deep, breathing slow
and deep, moving not at a brisk clip, but strolling, trying to let the tension slide away, striving to focus on good things like his full exemption from
military service and his purchase of the Sklent painting..Now, trouble. Different from what he'd experienced before but just as powerful and
terrifying. He didn't need to regurgitate, but he desperately needed to evacuate..With great deliberation, Joey shifted gears and followed the drive
way to the street, where he peered left and then right with the squint-eyed suspicion of a Marine commando scouting dangerous territory. He turned
right.."Periodic violent emesis without an apparent cause can be one indication of locomotor ataxia, but you've no other symptoms of it. | wouldn't
worry about that unless this happens again.”.Breath repeatedly catching in her throat, heart thudding, Agnes watched her son through the open car
door.."I'd give anything if it hadn't happened,” he said earnestly. And now atortured note wrung wet emotion from his voice"l only wish it had
been me who died.".He did not look at the battered face. Dare to meet those shuttered eyes, and they might spring open, full of blood and fix him
with a crucifying stare..The cop had unzipped the top of her jogging suit and pulled up the roomy T-shirt."Living high. When | wasn't on the road, |
had a fine house here in Bright Beach, not this rental shack I'min now, but a nice little place with an ocean view. Y ou can guess what went
wrong.".Odder yet, the pianist had studied him with a keen interest that was inexplicable, since they were essentially strangers. When caught
staring, he'd appeared rattled, turning away quickly, eager to avoid further contact..IN NEED OF OIL, the hand crank squeaked, but the tall halves
of the casement window parted and opened outward into the alleyway..In agreement, Maria pushed the stack of unused cards aside, and she peered
at her hands as if she wanted to scrub them for along time under hot water.."l don't ... don't understand.” Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still
thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was pleased by the note of perplexity in his
hoarse voice, although he knew that even an Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic..Neddy possessed all the musical talent, but
Junior had the muscle. Pinned against the wall, his throat in the vise of Junior's hands, Neddy needed amiracle if he were ever again to sweep
another glissando from a keyboard..Raised by afather to whom any form of amusement was blasphemy, Agnes had never seen a magician perform
until she was nineteen, when Joey Lampion, then her suitor, had taken her to a stage show. Rabbits plucked out of top hats, doves conjured from
sudden plumes of smoke, assistants sawn in half and mended to walk again; every illusion that had been old even in Houdini'stime was a
jaw-dropping amazement to her that evening. Now she remembered a trick in which the magician had poured a pitcher of milk into afunnel
fashioned from afew pages of a newspaper, causing the milk to vanish when the funnel, still dry, was unrolled to reveal ordinary newsprint. The
thrill that had quivered through her that evening measured | on the Richter scale compared to the full 10-point sense of wonder quaking through her
at the sight of Barty asdry asif he'd spent the afternoon perched fireside..In the execution, he was likewise scrupulous, for he didn't want the
grownups to see what Angel saw; he preferred they believe it was sleight of hand-or magic. After the usual moves, he briefly closed hisright hand
around the coin, then with a snap of hiswrigt, flung it at Angel, simultaneously distracting with flourishes aplenty.."Y ou did just fine, Tom, just
fine," Agnes said in a consoling tone that she might have used with a boy whose performance, at a piano recital, had been earnest but
undistinguished. "We were all quite impressed.”.The past three years had given Wally much to celebrate, aswell. After selling his medical practice
and taking an eight-month hiatus from the sixty-hour work weeks he had endured for so long, he'd been giving twenty-four hours of free service to
apediatric clinic each week, providing care to the disadvantaged. He'd worked hard al hislife, and saved diligently, and now he was able to focus
solely on those activities that gave him the greatest gratification..Fifteen feet separated them, with guestsintervening. Y et this stranger's attention
could have felt no more disturbingly intense to Junior if they had been alone in the room and but a foot apart.. Their station wagon stood along the
serviceroad, at least a hundred yards from the grave. With no wind to harry it, the rain fell as plumb straight as the strands of beaded curtains, and
beyond these pearly veils, the car appeared to be a shimmering dark mirage..A great boom. Concussion rocked the floor and shuddered the walls
and made the roof timbers squeal as though unsuspected colonies of bats had taken flight by the thousands all in the same instant..Junior stood at
the window for along time, not because he was pretending to rest, and not because any of the attending nurses was alooker. He was transfixed, and
for awhile he didn't know why..Precisely what type of prodigy Barty might be was initially not easy to deduce. He revealed many talents rather
than just one.."Well, anyway," she said, as though Muffins uncharacteristic viciousness had been adequately explained, "this mending ought to
cover ten more lessons.". The bow business had started a few months ago. Angel said she wanted to look pretty in her sleep, in case she met a
handsome princein her dreams..More walls than not, in both rooms, were lined with bookshelves and file cabinets. Here he kept numerous case
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studies of accidents, man-made disasters, serial killers, spree killers: proof undeniable that humanity was a fallen species engaged in both the
unintentional and calculated destruction of itself..In San Francisco, Seraphim Aethionema White lies beyond all hope of resuscitation. So beautiful
and only sixteen..Initialy, the Pacific could not be seen beyond an opaque lens of fog, Y et later, when the mist retreated, the seaitself became a
portent of sightlessness: Spread flat and colorless in the morning light, the glassy water reminded her of the depthless eyes of the blind, of that
terrible sad vacancy where vision is denied..The cemetery had been mown for the holiday. The scent of fresh cut grass grew more intense the
longer Agnes met her son's radiant green-blue gaze, until the fragrance became exquisitely sweet..She switched off the hall light and stood at the
half-open door, listening, waiting..Wally had disposed of his propertiesin San Francisco under Tom's careful supervision. Any attempt to trace him
from the city to Bright Beach would fail. His vehicles were purchased through a corporation, and his new house had been bought through a trust
named after his late wife..Hunched over his desk, leaning forward conspiratorialy, his piggy eyes glittering like those of an ogre discussing his
favorite recipe for cooking children, Nolly said, "I've been able to confirm your suspicions..If the ace of diamonds, in quartet, must be taken
seriously, then why not the rest of the draw?.While Jacob ate, he browsed through a new coffee-table book on dam disasters. He talked more to
himself than to Barty and Angel, as he spot-read the text and looked at pictures. "Oh, my," he would say in sonorous tones. Or sadly, sadly: "Oh,
the horror of it." Or with indignation: "Criminal. Criminal that it was built so poorly.” Sometimes he clucked his tongue in his cheek or sighed or
groaned in commiseration..Magusson considered the assaults on Victoria and on Vanadium to be hideous crimes, of course, but he also viewed
them as affronts to his own dignity and reputation. He expected a felonious client, rewarded with four and a quarter million instead of jail time, to
be grateful and thereafter to walk a straight line..With the great tree ninety degreesto hisleft, he was able to locate the back-porch steps at
forty-five degrees. He pointed with the cane, which otherwise he had not used. "The porch?'.To Nolly, Kathleen said, "Thisiswhy | married you.
To be around talk like this.".She was not yet twenty-one, and he was at least twice her age, but he leaned like asmall child against her, and like a
mother she comforted him.."I'm aless philosophical sort than Kathleen," Nolly said, "so what I've been wondering is where you learned the tricks
with the quarter. How is it you're priest, cop-and amateur magician?' .Mariasaid, "Itis... the only thing ... | can do for him now, for you. | be
nobody, not.Blind he remained until an afternoon in May 1993, when at last the miracle occurred, and the meaning that Tom Vanadium had
foreseen so long ago began to manifest..Clutching the purse as though determined to resist robbery even in death, the guy dropped, sprawled,
shuddered, and lay still. He'd gone down with no shout of alarm, with no cry of mortal pain, with so little noise that Junior wanted to kiss him,
except that he didn't kiss men, alive or dead, although a man dressed as a woman had once tricked him, and though a dead pianist had once given
him alick in the dark.."You look asif you've seen aghost,” said Vinnie, and Agnes wished the threat were as simple as a restless spirit, groaning
and rattling its chains, like Dickens's Marley come to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve..Besides, he'd 'noticed a tendency among dopers to get
maudlin, whereupon they sank into a confessional mood, seeking peace through rambling self-analysis and self-revelation. Junior was too private a
person to behave in such afashion. Furthermore, if drugs ever put him in a confessional mood, the consequence might be electrocution or poison
gas, or lethal injection, depending on the jurisdiction and the year in which he fell into an unbosoming frame of mind..Celestina, surprised by
Lipscomb's arrival, was still mentally numb from Neddy's harangue. "Doctor, | didn't know you were coming.".He didn't want to lean inside and
peer over the front seat. He had no weapon. He would be unbalanced, vulnerable..In the bedroom, as he opened a suitcase on the bed, he saw the
quarter. Shiny. Heads-up. On the nightstand..Vanadium, lending an aura of normalcy to the house. Now he wanted silence, so he would
immediately hear another car in the driveway if one arrived..Barty, thirteen years old but listening to books at a postgraduate college level, had no
doubt studied leukemia while they were awaiting the test results, to prepare himself to fully understand the diagnosis on first receiving it. He tried
not to look stricken when he heard acute myeloblastic, which was the worst form of the disease, but he appeared more ghastly in his pretense than
if he had revealed his understanding. Had his eyes not been artificial, his stiff-upper-lip pose would have been utterly unconvincing..Agnes had the
craziest notion that he was counting them, when at is age, Of course, he would have no concept of numbers..Downstairs again, as Agnes reached
the foot of the stairs, she began to worry that she had done too thorough ajob on the khakis and that the extent of the damage would raise
suspicions..In each savings account, he deposited five hundred dollarsin cash. He tucked twenty thousand in crisp new bills into each safe-deposit
box..On Tuesday, less than twenty-four hours after Naomi's funeral, Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork--representing the state and the county held
preliminary meetings with Junior's lawyer and with the attorney for the grieving Hackachak clan. As before, the well-tailored trio was conciliatory,
sensitive, and willing to reach an accommodation to prevent the filing of awrongful-death suit..The boy fell and rolled even as he pitched the can,
anticipating the shots that Cain fired, which cracked into the doorframe inches from Tom's knees..One worrisome problem: Neddy might be found
in the container before it had been hauled away, instead of at the landfill that preferably would serve as his next-to-last resting place. If his body
was discovered here, it must be at adistance from any trash bin used by the gallery. The less likely the cops were to connect Neddy to Greenbaum's
art-sausage factory, the less likely they also were to connect the murder to Junior..Later, weak and shaken, as he was packing his suitcase, the urge
overcame him again. He was astonished to discover that anything could be left in hisintestinal tract..Everyone confronted Agnes with expressions
of puzzlement and expectation, and she looked from one to another. Paul. Maria. Francesca. Bonita. Grace. Edom. Jacaob. Finally Celestina..When
she closed the front door and turned away from it, Agnes bumped her swollen belly into Joey. His eyebrows shot up, and he put his hands on her
distended abdomen, asif she were more fragile than arobin's egg and more valuable than one by Faberge..Junior was free of superstition. He
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believed in neither gods nor demons, nor in anything between..Junior examined the music collection. The policeman's taste ran to big band music
and vocalists from the swing era..Paul knelt on one knee beside her wheelchair. "This momentous day, Agnes. This momentous day, with al of its
beginnings. Hmmm?"'.The possibility that he'd |eft a clear fingerprint on the watch crystal had to be judged remote. And the band had been too
textured to take a print useful to the police.."Well," Kathleen said, "even if the money wasn't so nice, I'd be sorry to see this case end.".Coughing,
spitting salivathat was bitter with toxic chemicals, Paul followed her, slapping frantically at his clothes when fire singed his shirt.." Brush your
teeth, too," Celestina said, leaning against the jamb in the open doorway..Never before had she put faith in any form of prognostication. In the
whispery falling of those twelve cards, however, she heard the faint voice of truth, not quite a coherent truth, not as clear a message as she might
have wished, but a murmur that she couldn't ignore..From her VVolkswagen bus in the middle of the line, Mariajoined them. "In case we get
separated, Agnes, | don't have an itinerary.". The Hackachaks were present, of course. Junior had not yet agreed to join them in their pursuit of
blood money. They would give him little privacy or rest until they had what they wanted..Still pretending sleep, Junior delighted in the realization
that the detective himself had dragged a red herring across the trail and was now busily following this distracting scent..Wally switched off the
engine and killed the headlights. "Home, where the heart is.".As quick as a snake strikes, Vanadium was much closer to the bed than he had been
when he tossed the coin, at Junior's side now, leaning over the railing. "Naomi was six weeks pregnant.”.The floor of the spacious bathroom
featured beige marble tiles with diamond-shaped inlays of black granite. The countertop and the shower stall were fabricated from matching
marble, and the same marble was employed in the wainscoting..Beside her, the passenger's door barked and shrieked as though alive as though
suffering, and these sounds were uncannily like the cries of torment that only Agnes could hear in the haunted chambers of her heart..If either of
them suspected that she was lying, it was Edom. He looked puzzled, but he didn't pursue the issue..He first eased from aisle to aisle, but soon
moved more quickly, convinced that the singer would be found beyond the next turn, and then the next. Was that her trailing shadow he had
glimpsed, slipping around the comer ahead of him? Her womanly scent lingering in the air after her passage?."|'m a healer, not a prosecutor. I'm
not in the habit of making accusations, especially not against my own patients.".Celestinajammed the shaft of the crank into the casing socket.
Wouldn't fit. Her hands were shaking. Steel fins on the shaft of the crank had to be lined up just-so with slotsin the socket. She fumbled,
fumbled..because even to cry in pain will invite more vicious discipline than the pummeling he's already endured. His father.Fortunately, at |east
the desk was cigarette-scarred, because it came with the office. It had been the property of a skip-tracer named Otto Zelm, who'd made a good
living at the kind of work Nolly avoided out of boredom: tracking down deadbeats and repossessing their vehicles. On a stakeout, Zelm fell asleep
in his car, while smoking, thereby triggering the payoff of both life- and casualty-insurance policies, and freeing the lease on this furnished
space..Ever since he'd searched Vanadium's house, over fourteen months ago, Junior had enjoyed learning about other people by touring their
homes in their absence. Because he was unwilling to risk arrest for breaking and entering, these explorations were rare, other than in the homes of
women whom he'd dated long enough to justify swapping keys. Happily, in this golden age of trust and easy relationships, as little as aweek of hot
sex could lead to key-level commitment.."I'm no hero," Paul insisted. "I just got your mom out of there in the process of saving myself."."-though
this Tom now has a rhinoceros-smacked face, this other Tom, in his own world, has an ordinary face. Poor him, so ordinary.”.In apew in Old St.
Mary's Church, in Chinatown, Junior took delivery of the lock-release gun and the untraceable 9-mm pistol with the custom-machined silencer, as
previously arranged. The church was deserted at ten o'clock in the morning. The shadowy interior and the menacing religious figures gave him the
creeps..Although Junior had not answered, Vanadium said, "Yes, | thought you heard it.".Furrowing her brow and narrowing her eyes as though
prepared to scold him, she slowly lowered her face to his, until their noses were touching, and she whispered, "Because it's more fun if it's

secret.". The magazine covers were colorful, lurid, full of violence and eeriness and the coy sexual suggestiveness of a more innocent time. Most
days, he read a story while eating the two pieces of fruit that were his lunch, but sometimes he lost himself in a particularly vivid illustration,
daydreaming about far places and great adventures..Junior had expected these singular creatures, and he needed them to be as monstrous as they
had always been in the past. Nonetheless, he shrank back against his pillows in dismay when they exploded into the hospital room. Their faces
were as fierce as those of painted cannibals coming off afast. They gestured emphatically, spitting expletives along with tiny bits of lunch
dislodged from their teeth by the force of their condemnations..Junior leaned forward and slid the packet of cash across the desk, toward the
detective. "There's more where this came from.".Junior remembered the very words the detective had used: They say she died in atraffic
accident..The house was hers, free and clear of mortgages. There were two savings accounts to which Joey had diligently made deposits weekly
through nine years of marriage..Undeterred, the girl said, "Not magic. But maybe | can't learn to do that one, ever."."I'm sure you would be, yes, but
I'm afraid | don't have the patience to teach, I'm a performer, not an instructor. | suppose | could give you the name of a good teacher.".Dinner
arrived, and Tom persuaded Celestina and Grace to come to the table for Angel's sake, even if they had no appetite. After so much chaos and
confusion, the child needed stability and routine wherever they could be provided. Nothing brought a sense of order and normality to adisordered
and distressing day more surely than the gathering of family and friends around a dinner table..Now Junior threw back the covers and sprang out of
bed. In double briefs, he restlessly roamed the hotel room..The station wagon rolled out, the VVolkswagen bus followed it, and Wally brought up the
rear. "Wagons, ho!" he announced. The morning that it happened, Barty ate breakfast in the Lampion kitchen with Angel, Uncle Jacob, and two
brainless friends..Oregon State Police might find at least one reason to be suspicious of the tragic scenario that he was creating. He didn't know
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much about the technology that police might employ at a crime scene, and he knew even less about forensic pathology. He was just doing the best
job he could..Curiosity brought him here. Curiosity and atalent for self-preservation. Earlier, Vanadium had not come to Naomi's graveside as a
mourner. He had been there as a cop, on business. Perhaps he had been at the other funeral on business, too..Later in the month, from Sparky Vox,
Junior learned the building had a four-pipe, fan-coil heating system serving discrete ductwork for each apartment. Voices couldn't carry from
residence to residence in the heating-cooling system, because no apartments shared ducting. Throughout the spring, summer, and autumn of 1967,
Junior met new women, bedded a few, and had no doubt that each of his conquests experienced with him something she had never known before.
Yet he still suffered from an emptiness in the heart..Suddenly so many of Zedd's greatest maxims seemed to conflict with one another, when
previously they had together formed areliable philosophy and guide to success..Suddenly she realized-Good L ord!-that someone else had a had
inside her, up the very center of her, massaging her uterus in the same lazy pattern as that made by the piece of melting ice on her belly.
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