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CONFESSIONS OF A HORSE DEALER
Tuesday, January 9, having cashed out a number of investments during the past ten days, Junior made a wire transfer of one and a half million
dollars to the Gammoner account in the Grand Cayman bank..The first was an ace of hearts. This, Maria said, was a very good card, indeed. It
meant that Barty would be lucky in love..A delay of a few hours, before getting her under a physician's care, might still be risky. But so was forcing
her into a local hospital to endure the mortification she desperately wanted to avoid..At 3:3 1 A.M., even the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet
Junior was too awake to return to bed. Though sweet, though melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling ... threatened. He
considered taking a shower and getting an early start on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes
and wielding a butcher knife..When Max answered, Vanadium let out his breath in a whoosh of relief and began talking on the inhalation: "It's me,
Tom, and maybe I've just got a bad case of the heebie-jeebies, but there's something I think you better do, and you better do it right now.".Junior
stood at the window for a long time, not because he was pretending to rest, and not because any of the attending nurses was a looker. He was
transfixed, and for awhile he didn't know why..Foreword.Between his surgeries and for many months thereafter, Vanadium had devoted his
energies to speech therapy, physical rehabilitation, and the concoction of periodic torments for Enoch Cain, which Simon Magusson was able to
implement, every few months, through Nolly and Kathleen. The idea wasn't to bring Cain to justice by torturing his conscience, since he'd allowed
his conscience to atrophy a long time ago, but to keep him unsettled and thereby magnify the impact of his first face-to-face encounter with the
resurrected Vanadium.."Oil and natural-gas pipelines will fracture, explode. A sea of fire will wash cities, killing hundreds of thousands
more.".Celestina checked her wristwatch and saw that she was running late. With Angel's short legs and layers of red, there was no point in trying
to hurry..Junior tipped his head back and gazed up toward the section of broken-out railing along the high observation deck..Fresh from
sedative-assisted sleep, which hadn't ended until they were in the taxi between the hospital and the hotel, Angel had proved as fully resilient as only
children could be when they still retained their innocence. She didn't understand how seriously Wally had been hurt, of course, but if the attack by
Cain had terrorized her while she'd watched it from beneath her mother's bed, she didn't seem in danger of being permanently traumatized.."You
look as if you've seen a ghost," said Vinnie, and Agnes wished the threat were as simple as a restless spirit, groaning and rattling its chains, like
Dickens's Marley come to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve..excited, shrieking. Branch to branch, the flapping of wings is leathery, demonic.
The only other sounds are the thud."I wouldn't just whack anyone, not even a worm bucket like Cain, any more than I would commit suicide.
Remember, I believe in eternal consequences.".He felt for the railing. Grasped at the empty air only briefly. Found the handrail. He climbed to the
porch..Parkhurst said, "We've eliminated most other possible causes. You don't have acute myelitis or meningitis. Or anemia of the brain. No
concussion. You don't have other symptoms of Meniere's disease. Tomorrow, we'll conduct some tests for possible brain tumor or lesion, but I'm
confident that's not the explanation, either.".Sitting on the edge of the bed, taking his hand, she stared at his sweet little bow of a mouth, whereas
before she would have met his eyes. "Tell me.".Dr. Salk returned the photos, put a hand on Paul's shoulder, and smiled. "But that's always the way,
you see? Heroes always get back more than they give. The act of giving assures the getting back.".Junior stalked her, but she eluded him. Always,
the song seemed to arise from the next room, but when he passed through the doorway into that space, the voice then sounded as if it came from the
room that he'd just left..Prepared for any contingency, Junior listened to the house until he was certain that he needed the knife for no one
else..Having arrived at this same astonishing but nonetheless obvious conclusion, Harrison said, "Someone has to've been hurt." He hurried out of
the kitchen, through the dining room, with Paul close behind him.."He was born yesterday, not today," Edom said glumly. "When the
thousand-year quake hits, skyscrapers will pancake, bridges crumble, dams break. In three minutes, a million people will die between San Diego
and Santa Barbara.".The owner, also the pilot on this trip, was pleased to be paid cash in advance, in crisp hundred-dollar bills, rather than by check
or credit card. He accepted payment hesitantly, however, and with an unconcealed grimace, as though afraid of contracting a contagion from the
currency. "What's wrong with your face?".The hospital was eerily quiet, except for the occasional squeak of rubber-soled shoes on the vinyl floor
of the corridor.."No. Just tricks. Turn a leaf to a gold piece. Seemingly.".When he located the new grave, approximately where he'd guessed that it
would be, he was surprised to find a black granite headstone already set in place, instead of a temporary marker painted with the.As outgoing as his
twin uncles were introverted, Barty didn't withdraw from the festivities. Agnes never needed to remind him that family and guests took precedence
over even the most fascinating characters in fiction, and the boy's delight in the company of others pleased his mother and made her proud..Alone
with Agnes, the physician said, "I want you to take Barty to a specialist in Newport Beach. Franklin Chan. He's a wonderful ophthalmologist and
ophthalmological surgeon, and right now we don't have anyone like that here in town.".For breakfast, he avoided sugar. He ate cold roast beef and
drank milk laced with a double shot of brandy..Zedd endorses self-pity, but only if you learn to use it as a springboard to anger, because anger-like
hatred--can be a healthy emotion when properly channeled. Anger can motivate you to heights of achievement you otherwise would never know,
even just the simple furious determination to prove wrong the bastards who mocked you, to rub their faces in the fact of your success. Anger and
hatred have driven all great political leaders, from Hider to Stalin to Mao, who wrote their names indelibly across the face of history, and who
were-each, in his own way-eaten with self-pity when young..The five tales in this book explore or extend the world established by the first four
Earthsea novels. Each is a story in its own right, but they will profit by being read after, not before, the novels..Celestina rose, heart suddenly
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clumping in her breast, like heavy footsteps hurrying away from an approaching bearer of bad news, but she herself couldn't run, could only stand
rooted in her hope-and hear in her mind six versions of a bleak prognosis in the two seconds before the doctor actually spoke..Tom stared at the
girl's drawing-quite a good one for a child her age, rough in style, but with convincing detail-and if skin could be said to crawl, his must have
moved all the way around his body two or three times before settling down again where it belonged. "Are these ... ?".Wait here in the car. Give
them time to settle down. At this hour, they would put the kid to bed first. Then Ichabod and Celestina would go to their room, undress for the
night..Two of her largest and best paintings were in the show windows, dramatically lighted. They were dazzling. They were dreadful. They were
beautiful. They were hideous..Fed up with them and with this exhibition, Junior half wished that he would again be stricken by violent nervous
emesis. Even in his suffering, he would enjoy spraying these insistently appealing canvases with the reeking ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most
pungent nature..She figured that she could stay home, devoting herself to Barty, for perhaps three years before she would be wise to find work..The
boy dashed for the front passenger's door. Agnes didn't follow him, because she knew that he would politely but pointedly express frustration if any
attempt was made to help him with a task that he could perform himself.."This is most incommensurate," Junior said, recalling the word from a
vocabulary-improvement course, without need of ice applied to the genitals..Instead, he sat in the breakfast nook with his phone books and resumed
the grueling search for Bartholomew.."I haven't disturbed him," said the visitor, taking his cue from the doctor and keeping his voice low..By
nature, she was unable to hold fast to resentment, couldn't nurture a grudge, and was incapable of vengeance. She had forgiven even her father, who
had put her through hell for so long, who had blighted the lives of her brothers, and who had killed her mother. Forgiving was not the same as
condoning. Forgiving did not mean that you had to exonerate or forget..She wanted so badly to believe, to see her son made whole again, and the
funny thing was that she could believe, and without emotional risk, because it was true..The voice continued, issuing from a device that stood on
the desk beside the phone. "Please don't bang up. This is a telephone answering machine Leave a message after you bear the tone, and I will return
your call later ".Barty, didn't watch much television. He'd been up late enough to see Red Skelton only a few times, but that comedian always drew
gales of laughter from him..Glaring and red-faced, lowering his voice almost to a whisper, Neddy said, "I'm sorry, but you've got me all wrong. I'm
not like Renee and you.".Junior's attorney-Simon Magusson--insisted upon full disclosure of maintenance records and advisories relating to the fire
tower and to other forest-service structures for which the state and the county had sole or joint custodial responsibility. If a wrongful--death suit
was filed, this information would have to be divulged anyway during normal disclosure procedures prior to trial, and since maintenance logs and
advisories were of public record, Hisscus and Knacker and Nork agreed to provide what was requested..DOWN SHE WENT, abruptly and hard,
with a clatter and thud, her natural grace deserting her in the fall, though she regained it in her posture of collapse..This Monday morning in Oregon
was bleak, with the swollen, dark bellies of rain clouds swagging low over the cemetery, a dreary send-off for Naomi, even though rain was not yet
falling..Earlier, before leaving home, he had taken a preventive dose of paregoric. For now, at least, his bowels were quiet..where everyone spoke a
single language and had all the blueberry pies they needed..Another pocket. More cartridges. Trying to squeeze just two into the magazine, but his
hands shaking and slippery with sweat..Otter's humble teachers had taught him pride. They had trained into him a deep contempt for wizards who
worked for such men as Losen, letting fear or greed pervert magic to evil ends. Nothing, to his mind, could be more despicable than such a betrayal
of their art. So it troubled him that he couldn't despise Hound.."If they always go there, smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one
really fat finger." *.He was confused initially, frowning at the heart monitor and at the IV rack that loomed over him. When his eyes met
Celestina's, his gaze clarified, and the smile that he found for her brought as much light into her heart as the diamond ring he had slipped onto her
finger so few hours before..The upper end of the bed was elevated. Otherwise, Agnes would not have been able to see the room, for she was too
weak to raise her head from the pillows..Junior didn't know much about guns. He didn't approve of them; he had never owned one..With Angel at
breakfast, instead of just Uncle Jacob, at least Barty had someone to talk to, even if she did insist on speaking more often through her dolls than
directly. Apparently, the dolls were on the table, propped up with bowls. The first, Miss Pixie Lee, had a high-pitched, squeaky voice. The second,
Miss Velveeta Cheese, spoke in a three year-old's idea of what a throaty-voiced, sophisticated woman sounded like, although to Barty's ear, this
was more suitable to a stuffed bear..She snatched the handset away from Angel, told Bellini, "He's here," threw the phone on the bed, told Angel,
"Stay close to me," ran to the windows, and jerked the drapes out of the way..Lord, help me here. Give me this one, just this one, and I'll follow
thereafter where I'm led. I'll always thereafter be your instrument, but please, please, GIVE ME THIS CRAZY EVIL SON OF A BITCH!.Sitting
on a stool at the counter, he ordered a cheeseburger, coleslaw, french fries, and a cherry Coke..She twisted her sweat-drenched face in what might
have been frustration, closed her.Quickly, he searched for the source, but in less than a minute, before he could trace the voice, it faded away.
Unlike that night in December, this time the singing didn't resume..When you construct or reconstruct a world that never existed, a wholly fictional
history, the research is of a somewhat different order, but the basic impulse and techniques are much the same. You look at what happens and try to
see why it happens, you listen to what the people there tell you and watch what they do, you think about it seriously, and you try to tell it honestly,
so that the story will have weight and make sense..In that slow, flat delivery with which Junior was becoming increasingly impatient, Detective
Vanadium said, "We all were, Doctor. It was another election year, remember? More than once during that campaign, I could've chugged ipecac.
What else would work if I wanted to have a good vomit?".An IV rack stood beside the bed, dripping fluid into his vein, replacing the electrolytes
that he had lost through vomiting, most likely medicating him with an antiemetic as well. His right arm was securely strapped to a supporting
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board, to prevent him from bending his elbow and accidentally tearing out the needle.."Miss White was admitted to St. Mary's late January fifth,"
said Nolly, "with dangerous hypertension, a complication of pregnancy.".That Olympian purge had, however, made him appear to be both
emotionally and physically devastated by the loss of his wife. He couldn't have calculated any stratagem more likely to convince most.Even
someone of saintly habits and selfless behavior might be a monster in his heart, filled with unspeakable desires, which he might act upon only once
or never..interminably against the ignition plate before, at last, he was able to insert it. "Should be a boy, because then you'll always have a man
around the house.".Instead of gaping at her as though she had been possessed by an inarticulate demon, Wally urgently fumbled a small box out of
his jacket pocket and blurted, "Will you marry me?".Junior had the picture now. Clear as Kodachrome. Victoria was in a relationship, and she had
come on to him in the hospital not because she was looking for more action, but because she was a tease. One of those women who thought it was
funny to get a man's juices up and then leave him stewing in them..hearts represented either a rival in love or a lover who would betray an enemy
who would deeply wound the heart. The knave of diamonds was someone who would cause financial grief. The knave of clubs was someone who
would wound with words: one who libeled or slandered, or who assaulted you with mean-spirited and unjust criticism.."All under here's worked out
long since" Licky said. And Otter had begun to be aware of the strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth,
a vertical labyrinth, the deepest pits filled with unmoving water. "Never was much silver, and the watermetal's long gone. Listen, young'un, do you
even know what cinnabar is?".Someone named Bartholomew had adopted Seraphim's son and named the boy after himself Junior applied the
patience learned through meditation to the task at hand, and instinctively, he soon evolved a motivating mantra that continuously cycled through his
mind while he studied the telephone directories: Find the father, kill the son..AGNES ALWAYS ENJOYED Christmas Eve dinner with Edom and
Jacob, because even they tempered their pessimism on this night of nights. Whether the season touched their hearts or they wanted even more than
usual to please their sister, she didn't know. If gentle Edom spoke of killer tornadoes or if dear Jacob was reminded of massive explosions, each
dwelt not on horrible death, as usual, but on feats of courage in the midst of dire catastrophe, recounting astonishing rescues and miraculous
escapes..Curiosity brought him here. Curiosity and a talent for self-preservation. Earlier, Vanadium had not come to Naomi's graveside as a
mourner. He had been there as a cop, on business. Perhaps he had been at the other funeral on business, too..Both angry and mortified, yet still
fearful, a walking multimedia collage of emotions, Junior left the gallery..One nurse and one nun brought Celestina into the creche behind the
viewing window..He wiped the steering wheel and every surface that he might have touched during the drive from Victoria's to the detective's
place, where he'd acquired the gardening gloves that he still wore. He got out of the car and, with the door open, wiped the exterior handle.."If I
ever get there, I'll be back," she promised the gathered family. "Imagine how much we'll have to talk about. Maybe I'll even get some new pie
recipes from Over There.".Beautiful she was, both of face and form, even with her mouth gaping wide and her eyes rolled back in her skull. How
bright her future might have been if she had not chosen to deceive. A tease was, in essence, a deceiver-promising what she never intended to
deliver..Celestina, surprised by Lipscomb's arrival, was still mentally numb from Neddy's harangue. "Doctor, I didn't know you were
coming.".Eventually he found himself alone at the large viewing window of the neonatal-care unit. Seven newborns were in residence. Fixed to the
foot of each of the seven bassinets was a placard on which was printed the name of the baby..Wednesday morning, January 10, he wired one and a
half million dollars from the Gammoner account to Pinchbeck in Switzerland. Then he closed out the account in the Grand Cayman bank..During
the day and then following a dinner break, the Hackachaks persisted. The hospital had never witnessed such a spectacle. Shifts changed, and new
nurses came to attend to Junior in greater numbers than necessary, using any excuse to get a glimpse of the freak show..Grace White was petite,
and Paul wasn't. Otherwise he might not have been able to halt her determined rush toward her husband, might not have been able to scoop her off
her feet and, carrying her in his arms, spirit her to safety..She shivered, and Edom, thinking that she had caught a chill ripped off his suit jacket and
draped it over her shoulders..In the first two weeks, when she wasn't on pie caravans, Agnes received guests in numbers that taxed her. But there
were so many people she wanted to see one last time. She fought hard, giving the disease all the what-for that she could, and she held fast to hope,
but she received the visitors nonetheless, just in case..Worried that tears would frighten Barty, that indulging in a few would result in a ruinous
flood, Agnes held back the salt tides. A mother's duty proved to be the stuff from which dams were built..The one piece he had purchased was by a
young Bay Area artist, Bavol Poriferan, about whom art critics nationwide were in agreement: He was destined for a long and significant career.
The sculpture had cost over nine thousand dollars, an extravagance for a man trying to live on the income of his hard-won and prudently invested
fortune, but its presence in his living room immediately identified him, to cognoscenti, as a person of taste and cutting-edge sensibilities..The city
was less than seven miles on a side, only forty-six square miles, but Junior was nevertheless faced with a daunting task. Hundreds of thousands of
people resided within the city limits..Up flew his hands, as white as doves, flapping as though trying to escape from the sleeves of his raincoat, as if
he were a magician rather than a musician..She lost track of him. Fear knocked, knocked, on the door of her heart, because she was sure that he had
vanished the way ships supposedly disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle..As the nurse gave Junior the injection, Parkhurst said, "You're an
exceptionally sensitive man, Enoch. That's a quality to be much admired in an often unfeeling world. But in your current condition, your sensitivity
is your worst enemy.".Moving out of the doorway, into the bedroom, he said, "What book would that be?".To the right first. Kick the door open,
simultaneously firing two rounds, because maybe this was her bedroom, where she kept a gun. Mirrors shattered: a tintinnabulation of falling glass
on porcelain, glass on ceramic tile, a lot more noise than the shots themselves..It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery,
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came into the ill repute that has clung to it since. Witches paid dearly for practicing the arts they thought of as their own. The care of pregnant
beasts and women, birthing, teaching the songs and rites, the fertility and order of field and garden, the building and care of the house and its
furniture, the mining of ores and metals-these great things had always been in the charge of women. A rich lore of spells and charms to ensure the
good outcome of such undertakings was shared among the witches. But when things went wrong at the birth, or in the field, that would be the
witches' fault. And things went wrong more often than right, with the wizards warring, using poisons and curses recklessly to gain immediate
advantage without thought for what followed after. They brought drought and storm, blights and fires and sicknesses across the land, and the
village witch was punished for them. She didn't know why her charm of healing caused the wound to gangrene, why the child she brought into the
world was imbecile, why her blessing seemed to burn the seed in the furrows and blight the apple on the tree. But for these ills, somebody had to be
to blame: and the witch or sorcerer was there, right there in the village or the town, not off in the warlord's castle or fort, not protected by armed
men and spells of defense. Sorcerers and witches were drowned in the poisoned wells, burned in the withered fields, buried alive to make the dead
earth rich again..He looked at the two cards following the four of clubs in the stack. Neither of these was a jack of spades, either, and both were
what he anticipated..Although not quite as young as Bavol Poriferan, this artist was equally adored by critics and widely regarded as a genius. He
went by a single and mysterious name, Sklent, and in the publicity photo of him that was posted in the gallery, he looked dangerous..At first, he
couldn't gather the nerve to return to the kitchen. He was crazily certain that in his absence, the dead detective would have risen and would be
waiting for him..The door was falling shut. With no more sound than the day makes when it turns to night, the detective had gone..The popeyed
little toad smirked over there on the far side of his pretentious desk..By the time all the details of mortuary and cemetery services were settled,
Walter Panglo had a nervous tic in his left cheek. His eyes were open wide, as if he'd been so startled that his lids froze in a position of ascension,
locked by a spasm of surprise. His hands must have grown clammy; he blotted them repeatedly on his suit.."Yellow, yellow, yellow, yellow,"
Angel said with satisfaction as she examined herself in the mirrored closet door..From out of the fog and darkness came the slap of running feet on
bricks. He was sprinting toward the back of the house..Nolly adored her laugh, so musical and girlish. He would have made all sorts of a fool out of
himself, anytime, just to hear it..Otter shrugged.
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of the Co-Essential Sonship of the Second Person in the Trinity by David Millar AM
Letters to and from Dr J Swift DSPD from the Year 1714 to 1738 to Which Are Added Several Notes and Translations Not in the London Edition
The Dramatic Works of Aaron Hill Esq In Two Volumes of 2 Volume 2
Englands Gazetteer Or an Accurate Description of All the Cities Towns and Villages of the Kingdom in Three Volumes of 3 Volume 3
Annals of Scotland from the Accession of Malcolm III to the Accession of the House of Stewart to Which Are Added Several Valuable Tracts by
the Late Sir David Dalrymple a New Edition in Three Volumes of 3 Volume 3
Modern Eden Or the Gardeners Universal Guide Containing Plain and Familiar Instructions for Performing Every Branch of Gardening by John
Rutter and Daniel Carter
Physico-Theology Or a Demonstration of the Being and Attributes of God from His Works of Creation Being the Substance of Sixteen Sermons
by W Derham the Seventh Edition
Commentaries on the Laws of England Book the Third by Sir William Blackstone the Seventh Edition of 4 Volume 3
Entertaining and Instructive Exercises with the Rules of the French Syntax by John Perrin the Eighth Edition Revised and Corrected by Mr
Tocquot
Characteristicks of Men Manners Opinions Times in Three Volumes by the Right Honourable Anthony Earl of Shaftesbury the Fourth Edition of 3
Volume 2
Academiques de Ciceron Avec Le Texte Latin de lEdition de Cambrige Des Remarques Nouvelles Outre Les Conjectures de Davies de Mons
Bentley Et Le Commentaire Philsophique de Pierre Valentia
Historical Collections of the Life and Acts of the Right Reverend Father in God John Aylmer Lord Bishop of London in the Reign of Queen
Elizabeth by John Strype Ma
Clarissa Or the History of a Young Lady Comprehending the Most Important Concerns of Private Life by Mr Richardson in Eight Volumes the
Sixth Edition of 8 Volume 7
Commentaries on the Laws of England in Four Books by Sir William Blackstone the Tenth Edition with the Last Corrections of the Author
Additions by Richard Burn LLD and Continued to the Present Time by John Williams Esq of 4 Volume 1
Ecclesiastical Law by Richard Burn the Fourth Edition in Four Volumes of 4 Volume 4
Persian Anecdotes Or Secret Memoirs of the Court of Persia Written Originally in French for the Entertainment of the King by the Celebrated
Madame de Gomez Translated by Paul Chamberlen Gent
Chiltern and Vale Farming Explained According to the Latest Improvements by the Author of the Practical Farmer Or the Hertfordshire
Husbandman Truly Necessary for All Landlords and Tenants
Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Arthur Ashley Sykes DD by John Disney DD FSa
Twenty Discourses on the Following Important Subjects Viz I the Cries of the Son of God XX the Fall and Redemption by John Cennick VolI of 1
Volume 1
Hymns Founded on Various Texts in the Holy Scriptures by the Late Reverend P Doddridge Published from the Authors Manuscript by Job Orton
the Seventh Edition
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Twelve Discourses Upon the Law and the Gospel Preached at St Dunstans Church in the West London by W Romaine
A Vindication of the Rights of Woman With Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects by Mary Wollstonecraft
Clarissa Or the History of a Young Lady Comprehending the Most Important Concerns of Private Life by Mr Richardson in Eight Volumes the
Sixth Edition of 8 Volume 5
Clarissa Or the History of a Young Lady Comprehending the Most Important Concerns of Private Life by Mr Richardson in Eight Volumes the
Sixth Edition of 8 Volume 6
Clarissa Or the History of a Young Lady Comprehending the Most Important Concerns of Private Life by Mr Richardson in Eight Volumes the
Sixth Edition of 8 Volume 1
Essays Upon I the Ballance of Power II the Right of Making War III Universal Monarchy to Which Is Added an Appendix Containing the Records
Referrd to in the Second Essay
Clarissa Or the History of a Young Lady Comprehending the Most Important Concerns of Private Life by Mr Richardson in Eight Volumes the
Sixth Edition of 8 Volume 2
Hans of Iceland
Commentaries on the Laws of England Book the Fourth by Sir William Blackstone the Seventh Edition of 4 Volume 4
The Story of Marcus Whitman Early Protestant Missions in the Northwest
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