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9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me
anon, on blame and chiding bent;.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).Now the king had a brother, whom he had
imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed]
imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a
tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the
king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that
he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou
Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne,
donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him
and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and
summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined
and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother
clviii.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the
utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him
and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without
ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats
full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They
entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew
and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave
me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..Tuhfeh entered the bath,
after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other
jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that
bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else
had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and
gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which
should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till
presently sleep took her and she slept.When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her
to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his
wasteful heir.".Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.Then
he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done
thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning
to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and
he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past,
when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering
their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon
the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the
young merchant..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..43. The Man of
Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your
houses, high and low;.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good,
[took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the
stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the
bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house,
where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither
invited him..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth
my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep!
my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from
the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife
Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone
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and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another
about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard
this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out
and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered
themselves with the veil and held their breath..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst
mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..56. El Mutawekkil
and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil;
They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.The young man marvelled at his story
and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them
with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost
kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he
had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and
knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and
said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist
started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came
the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to
the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and
opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating
and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a
thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had
forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and
lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his
camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or
small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp.
When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the
coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed
and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of
life..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he
thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to
hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing
Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him;
so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an
thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her
wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,'
answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude
myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come
in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered
him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and
worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it
published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso
praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which
hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a
glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who
hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i.
150.Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a
banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were
present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love,
Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..The Eleventh Day..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.It befell, one day of the
days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won
ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of
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the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his
lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence,
their wish of us attain.."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By
Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent
to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not,
I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself
known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Then she gave out among the folk that the king's
father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the
drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city
and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves
before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone
him of the kings..Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of
the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story
by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest
thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou
acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and
dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the
recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent];
and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her,
"Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.So
he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then
she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw
her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her
awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and
standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and
went away..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk
in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends
with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became
whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the
kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying,
"I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast
been subtle in the choice.".When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then
he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby,
(128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've
left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up
his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi
and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for
this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by
this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband
perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And
El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of
water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this;
nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should
be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house
of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O
elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?"
Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall
never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is
very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she
recited the following verses:.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily,
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went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and
did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy
brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan
granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this
was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest
she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the
juice of the vine..To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore,
but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband.
Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown
of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked
for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city
wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop
and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to
my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no
need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she
brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and
she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other
thousand dinars profit [on it]..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O
Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.? ? ? ?
? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.110. The Haunted
House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..Then he went to fetch
that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to
be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou
hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had
stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this,
but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy
wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.So, on the
morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price
and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait
and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs,
saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them
over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And
he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".She abode with
Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure
of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when
the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were
a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her
from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when
she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time
and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three
Girls dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed
spray..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine
enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am
King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him
honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in
God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in
our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and
the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of
them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his
Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El
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Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered,
"We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we
questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his
case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his
offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that
he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred
black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So
hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let
bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof.
Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him
no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for
lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had
passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it
an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and
cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the
weight of the elephant"'.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of
Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady,
indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord
Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it
disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the
haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the
Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in
thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother
forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him,
'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence,
said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the
door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and
came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been
snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we
trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating
not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return."
This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she
as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared
in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw
that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in
my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce
credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to
my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with
me.'.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,'
answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so
he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a
serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and
love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again
betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him
what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them
forget, nay, nor the day they went.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed
thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me
and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping
on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the
space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he,
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"Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver
me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..The king
gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give
you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their
lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he
summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and
magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before
them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the
palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to
know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his
troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to
make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had
eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and
went away..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and
people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me."
But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said
to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his
house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was
a great deliverance after stress.'.137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier
Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire
that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the
king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? And who can tell
if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE
PORTER..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle
of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried
up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left
and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..105. El Feth ben
Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the
princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her
portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and
set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".? ? ? ? ? To me your
rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Here Queen
Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh
Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather
together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in
less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away.
When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence.
Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a
charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of
body and whose heart is wasted all away..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca
(which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a
youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and
the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any;
whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem
the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head
bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah,
thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions.
What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..One day,
there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and
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questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one
of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city
he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this
damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto
save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.When the Cadi
heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the
merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers
and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that
thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he
gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is
clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and
again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit
but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He
spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and
jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one
who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet
el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were
four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye,
Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him?
Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of
him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and
slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on
his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..? ? ? ? ? Yet,
an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot
dlxxix.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom
they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his
brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the
young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them
and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and
cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and
mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king,
albeit he knew not that he was his brother..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where
he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing
ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore,
naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king
and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou
wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened,
racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell
because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with
good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance.
How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..To return to King El Aziz. When his
son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the
appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to
mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted
unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and
followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor
did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the
Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade,
broidered with pearls and jewels..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be
said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and
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sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful
swain;.If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son,
as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night
to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his
brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated
himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and
of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's
gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.104. El Amin and his Uncle
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101.
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