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88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who
naked comes with thee to intercede.'.Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that
mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their
booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and
the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided
the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to
his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Then he went away, whilst the fire was
loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into
the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner
of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from
top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is
not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of
wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..? ? ? ? ? Raiment
of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the
Bedouin dxxxii.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and
abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I
cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause."
And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set
before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return
for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his
ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps
and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir
was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and
perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the
night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I
will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat
down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned
to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the
Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".?STORY OF THE MAN OF
KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while
the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the
grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain
viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art
become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day
of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison].
What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over
them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his
mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him,
send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.Then the
captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service.
till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated];
whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then
she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode
confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet
art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill
Fortune, Of the, i. 70.? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? And high
is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..The Khalif assigned them pensions
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and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest
of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children
by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn
sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and
shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared
them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of
the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to
them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath
come down to us of their story..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the
wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it
chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the
gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..Then I sang and the captain said, "It is
good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his
comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I
am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank,
then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness
and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not
whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to
quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us
with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE
(204) OF THINGS..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? And left me all
forlorn, to pine for languishment,."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the
youth said, "O king,.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein
were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it
such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as
befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set
over them who should keep watch over them..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still
is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech
and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister
and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh
answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the
Village Damsel dcliii.?Story of Prince Bihzad..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..Looking to the Issues
of Affairs, Of, i. 80..Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife,
come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi
sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in
good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The
cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case."
So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the
reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it
one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence
to him and for fear of him.".When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took
horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was
a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his
due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had
halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing
horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the
great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by
this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.Merchants,
The Sharper and the, ii. 46..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom
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of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established
unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he
arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and
the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath
of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy
intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and
complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And
come let us fare to our loved ones away..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I
go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she
said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee
fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said,
"O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then
she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High
for that which she had done..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away,
the blood doth rain..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a
couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and
he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at
himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and
hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and
the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".So he sat
down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and
sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands
and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good
earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he
addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the
washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his
skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for
thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her
palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His
favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that
wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited
her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls
dcli.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.Would we may live together, and
when we come to die, i. 47..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who
hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a
melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? I marvel
for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl
[and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep,
the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we
may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the
king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the
hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the
lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was
silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..? ?
? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..Then she discovered to
him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee
in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the
sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as
they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful
for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O
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my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the
truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting
her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned,
King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her
beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the
damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted
her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and
I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn
here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to
my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and
went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him
to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was
absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of
chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my
soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he
did commend of musk and camphor white,.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii.
118.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you
shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy
soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So
now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue
of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister
to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ?
? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.The Eleventh Day..The zephyr's sweetness on
the coppice blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai
dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.66. El Mutelemmis and
his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the
slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with
the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the
slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk
and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who
were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the
damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was
endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's
end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year,
and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was
[God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds
dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he
thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding
upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he
came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been
imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..When her people
arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me.
Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the
dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the
howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding,
an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode
pondering the affair..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter!
Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story
xxviii.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii.
84..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term
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betide..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.80. The
Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence
he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a
man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he
returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..? ? ? ? ? And eye that
knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to
bewail in torment and dismay..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were
fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an
hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who
had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their
image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those
who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN
THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou
sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name
Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet
with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.Then the astrologers made their calculations and
looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with
his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of
his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and
more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from
[that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.'
When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and
suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said
to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander
of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch,
"Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my
ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon
Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he
concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with
hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..So each of
them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and
another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over
taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have
entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou
didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite.
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