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ECHO AND THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLY
The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the
king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage
of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave
us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father
King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops
is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his
case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..After that, there appeared a
queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head
was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons,
screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and
dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her,
she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon
himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El
Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp,
which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Ye
know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el
Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..One day, another of my friends came to me and
said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.'
However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in
the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first
of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence
of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when
we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power
and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the
Sailor ccxliv.One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was
that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to
thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady,
who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on
whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her
fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went
away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth
in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..65. The Loves of the
Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and
what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and
mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her
till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's
barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them
and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with
sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..When they had made an end of pious
wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and
humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of
torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the
folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon
the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and
the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the
other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him
and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace;
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The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons,
(99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that
thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is
allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be
answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and
swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I
mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without
worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the
morrow..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..On this wise I abode a while
of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up
elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and
the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till
he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for
affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with
me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay
there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill,
stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the
bones..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick!
Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath
befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king,
except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora,
and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and
children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".145. The Bedouin
and his Wife dcxci.All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls
drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had
he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and
calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and
carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the
Khalif, who slept till the morrow..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said,
'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And
he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of
the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of
[this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king
is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and
dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have
played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could
relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these
my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but
indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of
the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening
and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.The Twenty-Eighth
and Last Night of the Month.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he
saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The
king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the
Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that
her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love
of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas;
so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were
privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..The Eleventh
Day..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was
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Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130)
improvised and sang the following verses:.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not
the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful
calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40)
till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".So King
Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and
found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her
over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for
Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he
despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the
name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days,
[the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan
lxxii.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..107. Abou Suweid and
the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the
harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and
dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his
household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a
Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..When King
Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein
to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his
vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a
pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and
they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of
this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he
rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject
and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the
hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor
may prevarication be therein.'.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past."
And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to
looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he
spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the
more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What
prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from
viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?"
Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173)
lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..? ? ? ? ? The
eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..All those who were present laughed at her mockery of
Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said
to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn
departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it
was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently
she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld
this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that
my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and
donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl,
bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning
it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.When it was the fifth day, the
fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear
that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very
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bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death.
Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it
be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three
Masters of Police dciii.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my
lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.'
(171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and
he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed
his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from
sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought
of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what
thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that
thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE
ARABIC.".As the version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the first two
hundred Nights and in the text of the Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete Calcutta
(1839-42) Edition (198) (which is, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text in the
translation of "The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether different
set of incidents, related nearly as in the old version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two voyages in question afforded by
the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being slightly less full.
It will be observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called Hindbad..Then she walked in
the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered]
and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of
rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put
off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from
the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was
therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its
ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran
down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in
affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.Now the merchant their
father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the
thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys,
saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took
a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said,
'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse,
he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them
[each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of
this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and
it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I
knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And
he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.It chanced one night that the king sallied forth
without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep
watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose
forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with
the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this
season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The
First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xi.When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and
what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and
said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth
she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She
avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a
hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou
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shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her
word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God
the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must
the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it
was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and
now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned
him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.'
However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other
part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all
that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.Then he sent for his daughter, whose
name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen
Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if
thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to
them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there,
and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.Then there reigned after them
an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and
sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty
volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than
that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty
traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their
report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come
down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king,
there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to
whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem;
yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their
wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance,
but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib,
which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the
man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".WOMEN'S CRAFT..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and
said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and
charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house.
Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the
price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms
and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little
while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in
her praise..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan
withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].On this wise they did with
her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and
dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself
with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and
kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate,
whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the
earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and
his brother..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.Now there
remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came
to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I
rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with
her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she
died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and
abandoned the former]..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in
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marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed,
one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a
woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in
my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than
thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath
been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er
Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead
and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me
and collect alms on my account.] (34).Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.Meanwhile
Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had
betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the
nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking
upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said,
'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of
him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..As for
his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life
was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come
with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one
day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I
cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not
be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been
spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my
son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?'
'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.At this the accursed Iblis was
moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight,
entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first
and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my
heart with dreariment..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to
him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou
postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him,
shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast
outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.To return to El Abbas,
when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown
of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out
a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before
him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he
answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth,
produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down
an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold
in El Abbas his possession..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.Officer's
Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and
camphor white,.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would
grow..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from
the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife
Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone
and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another
about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard
this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out
and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered
themselves with the veil and held their breath..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken
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their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this
youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become
sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen,
which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring
the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Thereupon the folk all cried
out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his
name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours
and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much
of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been
the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all
manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? h.
The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I
entreat.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..On like wise, O king,"
continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall
not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness
and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".Merry Jest
of a Thief, A, ii. 186..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not
this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than
I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her
maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I
rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Let destiny with loosened rein
its course appointed fare, iii. 211.The Second Night of the Month.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and
was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the
Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are
ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the
Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He
who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I
deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we
have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he
avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then
quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he
said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then
said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not
escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that
which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..Presently, up
came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.'
'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this;
wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not
urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor
a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he
gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.In
my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky,
unflecked with white;.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Therewithal the king bade all his officers
go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and
brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier
make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and
kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she
is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a
slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the
world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and
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behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).Then they betook themselves to
two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of
the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision
against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for
us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the
king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and
hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask,
"And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas
one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her
hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all
the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam
comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes
were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest
thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord.
But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy
deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he
told the youth..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of
herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously
denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the
oppressor's affair.'.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among
them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her
and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his
virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell
in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with
her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more
delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the
earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold,
inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the
name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof
she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and
laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun!
There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful
of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of
Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand.
Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and
the eye incontinent 'tis dight..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.? ? ? ? ? It
chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine
favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she
repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited
him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn
her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall
turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case,
saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou
knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this
again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she
have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the
sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and
to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.? ? ? ? ? Thou
that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.131. The Queen of the Serpents
cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ?
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Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..There was once aforetime a chief
officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the
officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the
next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went
and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers,
avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I
said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine
trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket
under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the
murder of a woman.
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