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? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old
Woman ccccxxiii.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger
came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the
palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander
of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O
elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be
of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and
ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..? ? ? ? ? a. The
First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market],
with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the
shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the
value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he
found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who
was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired
of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no
tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer
and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Idiot and the
Sharper, The, i. 298..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its
brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found
his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the
vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto
him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and
elevation.".129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..Death, The Man
whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her
henceforth his heart's content..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.Daughters, The Two Kings
and the Vizier's, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little
stay..Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;'
and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman
heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the
desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? b.
Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace
of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his
wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for
himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he
reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain
from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince
returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I
see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned
him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of
the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and
put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing
of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the
sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned
sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune
of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the
druggist and his wife and the singer.".? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.? ? ? ? ?
Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our
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sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and
kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup
thrice, recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of
surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so
that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to
visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her
endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case,
saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ?
r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from
mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still
and still my case bewray..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he
became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup
and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and
putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay,
by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent
his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the
master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the
Belvedere dxcviii.The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.Thereat
Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number
of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an
hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she
took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.Now Ishac
had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like
whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of
him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went
out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I
conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her,
'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had
forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to
rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and
answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED
EACH HIS FELLOW..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them
of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them
gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number
(according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided
[the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place;
so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad
news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his
tribe..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.After he had slain him, he
fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of
his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of
Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after
this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife.
As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say,
'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against
Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done
what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..His story
troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited
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the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince
Bihzad ccccliii.Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a
present am I betwixt friends, young and old..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids
would flee..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ? "Forget
him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".Sherik ben Amrou, what device
avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.75. The
Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.Then she arose and going in to the
king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to
him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know
not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath
done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless
woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she
said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair,
do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched
him.'.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they
run like torrents, and I cannot stay their flight..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime,
that we should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.107.
The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought
God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his
disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the
other said,.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein,
took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made
up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark.
Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping.
[The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the
saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are
ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us!
By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she
was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it;
wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance
advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..One day,
another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said,
'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who
came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the
door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy
door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he
brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen
[into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with
good!'.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN
AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.Clemency, Of, i. 120..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and
reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a
trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's
middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so
the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when
he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to
the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was
life in them whilere!.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii.
88..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady
Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to
wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness;
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wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my
shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister,
what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes
and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the
worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the
whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through
a Dream dcxliv.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king
sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two
brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the
portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs
must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor
did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his
Wife ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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