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Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood
at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to
me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst
drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold
water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon
and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own
place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a
living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's
slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..With this the king's wrath subsided and he
said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations,
they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for
a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and
sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the
bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their
wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains
and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk
stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king
and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down
from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them.
However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were
slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place,
aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on
at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas
he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and
acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most
High had delivered him and brought him off alive..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk
used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there
remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city,
saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place
and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to
go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her
and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in
which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to
the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and
liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's
sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that
came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the
Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi,
whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him
as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company
[on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I
would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in
the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck
out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member
they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king
bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the
air..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked
him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go
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about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while
she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and
make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she
needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her
with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on
her..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with
thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth
hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I
fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me;
and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My
father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have
them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand
horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my
commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a
wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou
of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,
though I be far distant from thee.".Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted
at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven
brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king
to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for
Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in
the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..Officer's Story, The
Fourteenth, ii. 183..When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er
Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then
Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh
and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell
upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he
despised them and made sure of victory over them..? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and
solacement who spend,.When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt
el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the
band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them,
for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for
that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for
that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell
thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my
part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing
that befell them was on this wise..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and
strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night
and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding
himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the
Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as
before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head
[bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from
his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of]
punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks!
Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".May the place of my
session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution
was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When
it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her,
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'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for
that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and
take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.By
Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow
and the Serpent dcxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his
desert who for yearning doth pine,.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to
witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the
merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will
not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the
merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with
him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand
dinars..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et
Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].?THE THIRD
OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy
cheer..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none
might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and
servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he
issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and
when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make
ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas
looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.There
was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of
breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with
them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were
accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and
raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an
exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering
And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.52.
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband
returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in
quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and
complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.? ? ? ? ? They
left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for
friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid
said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she,
'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words
could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour,
adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of
those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid
with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and
those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief,
she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who
looked thereon were amazed..Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the
treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to
the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the
mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead,
they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he
knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had
taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by
her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the
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flaming red-coals of error and dismay..When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own
house..? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..She passed the
night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the
money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with
that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them
and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then
she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked
on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El
Mutawekkil ccccxix.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him
before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the
king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he
used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's
throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which
betided him..In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an
inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling
up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from
its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood,
both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth
the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..Then said
Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said
to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode
with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat'
'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then
come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk
assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune.
By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price,
netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and
veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the
Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I
have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,'
asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he
acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit
her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble
me wrought and inlaid..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.If, in
his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at
their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and
'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case;
whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who
had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a
company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling
with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day
they went.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a
devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy
It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my
body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.As for me, I
stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of
yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a
custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so
long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all
deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen
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money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose,
and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night,
but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL
ACTIONS..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him
with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me."
When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?"
(96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king
and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital
city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he
let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth,
fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she
tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El
Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he
said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring
him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my
lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I
know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was
with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight,
Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which
she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with
repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never,
whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her
like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter
and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister
Dinarzad..Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I
crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot
should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging
and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes
and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it
again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid
himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for
thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her
palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His
favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that
wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited
her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..When she had made an end of her song, she
wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness
of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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