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If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and
times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was
wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and
majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long
space of time..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in
to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the
Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais
three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to
him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath
returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and
found him not..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and
gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his
head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know
not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes,
took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat
and the Mouse dcix.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the
day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers
fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put
the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou
art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base
origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou
hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".WP="BR1">.133. The City of
Brass dlxvi."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone
and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the
pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a
journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of
that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and
took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..97.
The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE
ARABIC".How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many
a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when
he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the
slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O
my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art
thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother
cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will
assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed
of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not;
I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The
answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them
across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two
staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my
heart of them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the
vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The
vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers
walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him
treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where
the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day.
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He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be
vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and
they made him Sultan over them..? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was
complete..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can
absent be..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..80. The
Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife
dccccxvii.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:."When I
returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had
suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the
sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast,
where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came
among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter
cccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.When the evening evened,
the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people
of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover,
the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and
returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban,
the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a
face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like
the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description
whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.Quoth I (and mine a body is of
passion all forslain), iii. 81..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and
sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest
that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss."
Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together;
and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from
him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not
their worth nor yet how dear.So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he
filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.As for the princess Mariyeh, when
she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him
took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El
Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a
damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret;
to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for
her.".The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE
GIRL..The Sixth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.When she had
made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to
her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while
Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of
their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh,
without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of
rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El
Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a
man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed
after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard
my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply
this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I
took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to
occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native
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land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..29.
Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which
befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee,
and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and
hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the
wise.".When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy
and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that
Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick;
so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his
Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating
and drinking and merrymaking and delight.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body
wastes amain..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his
empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the
vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly
to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had
done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy
verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and
bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my
lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was
not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High
hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and
thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily
allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my
converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ?
k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..When she had made an end of her song, she wept
and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame
him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him,
smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God]
the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after
Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy
Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing
men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and
long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women
and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly
mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).When Er
Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when
he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but],
when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear
unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O
my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not
sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never
again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting
down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought
bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? In her
revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..All this time, the young Damascene was
hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of
knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging,
and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl
Taweddud ccccxxxvi.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom
was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he
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arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself
a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid,
the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..When the company heard this story, they
marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is]
no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said,
one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a
story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they
should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art
heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion
and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk
will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou
go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine
advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".So he carried her to a place
wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by
her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of
the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to
that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had
described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she,
'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not
consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.Meanwhile, Isfehend the
Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had
taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of
the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair
of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set
out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur,
"How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode
one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of
Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel,
fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she
saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems
for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and
besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened
on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she
repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered
him from beating and humiliation..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must
hie,.? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".The young man marvelled at
his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.],
acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of
the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent
than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.? ? ? ?
? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the
youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard
this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great
store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is
an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made
ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they
brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said,
'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more
extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.Khorassan, his Son and
his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.When twenty days had passed by,
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each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge
unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls.
Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or
five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two
months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On
like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of
the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him
by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and
lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and
seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall
overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.'
Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup,
to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my
trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which
is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers
and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people,
all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick
stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in
the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of
the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this
man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he
me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me,
saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge]
between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the
Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.When
it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king,
suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking
nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him
before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my
heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy
power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt
repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what
befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the
Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty
and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to
him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of
help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion;
but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the
greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me
two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the
breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the
secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till
presently sleep overcame her and she slept..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and
he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his
uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his
body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers,
who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of
somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and
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answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed,
he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as
thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who
was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew
me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more,
Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore.
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