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Dulse knew better than to ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come often; the chance of his ever having to use it was very
slight. He let the terrible spell sink down in his mind and be hidden and layered over with a thousand useful or beautiful or enlightening mageries
and charms, all the lore and rules of Roke, all the wisdom of the books Ard had bequeathed him. Crude, monstrous, useless, it lay in the dark of his
mind for sixty years, like the cornerstone of an earlier, forgotten house down in the cellar of a mansion full of lights and treasures and children..He
must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..He finished his soup, and she took the bowl. She sat down in her place, the stool
by the oil lamp.Where the two paths met and joined to wind up to the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped and."I talked to him last night," Golden
said. "He said to me that there are certain natural gifts which it's not only difficult but actually wrong, harmful, to suppress.".around the Gontish
Sea..His father had named him Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had learned his true name from the trees of
the Immanent Grove, and become the Patterner of Roke, All this year the patterns of the shadows and the branches and the roots, all the silent
language of his forest, had spoken of destruction, of transgression, of all things changed. Now it was upon them, he knew. It had come with
her..thousand years ago.."Asleep." Azver nodded towards where she lay, curled up in the grass above the little falls..courtesy, and because neither
Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had.by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror
that even Early was."How did you come here?".alliteration, stylised phrasing, and structuring by repetition are the principal poetic devices..that
perhaps I was already outside the station and that this fantastic panorama of sloping glass,.Silence shook his head..far and wide.."Is he curing the
cattle?" she asked.."How many minutes, then?".South of Andanden lies a land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the volcano
spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling, spreading and wandering, making a marsh of it, a
big, desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few trees, not many people. The ashy soil grows a rich, bright grass, and the people there keep cattle,
fattening beef for the populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for miles across the plain, the rivers serving as fences..The young man,
called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained that he.story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the new songs
and the King's Tale about how.grossly ignorant. It is taught in winter and spring, and spoken and sung entire every year at the.master any longer, he
could not in conscience command him. "You have a true gift, Essiri," he.say there's been snow."."But outside Roke," said Medra, "there are
common people who slave and starve and die in misery.."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love
if you.see it, if you don't mind, sir. He won't come looking for it. But if he saw it, he'd take it. He.witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn
many, and some come to speak it almost as
fluently.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (45 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."You take care," the witch said, grim. "Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with.fee, although his own silent preference was for
the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got.speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption
her.give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend.A child ran bawling to its mammy. No one else
was about. But Early turned his head, still with something of the eagles quick, stiff turn, staring. Wizard knows wizard, and he knew which house
his prey was in. He walked to it and flung the door open..Ordinary Hardic, for matters of government or business or personal messages or to record
history,.there, not many of them. They were not buying or selling. There were no booths or stalls set up..His spies had been coming to him for a
year or more muttering about a secret insurgency all across his realm, rebellious groups of sorcerers that called themselves the Hand. Eager to find
his enemy, he had one such group investigated. They turned out to be a lot of old women, midwives, carpenters, a ditchdigger, a tinsmith's prentice,
a couple of little boys. Humiliated and enraged, Early had them put to death along with the man who reported them to him. It was a public
execution, in Losen's name, for the crime of conspiracy against the King. There had perhaps not been enough of that kind of intimidation lately.
But it went against his grain. He didn't like to make a public spectacle of fools who had tricked him into fearing them. He would rather have dealt
with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing, fear must be immediate; he needed to see people afraid of him, hear their terror,
smell it, taste it. But since he ruled in Losen's name, it was Losen who must be feared by the armies and the peoples, and he himself must keep in
the background, making do with slaves and prentices..sickly and monstrous children to the people of the isles-all these things were charged to
the.north. The old man waded through the stream barefoot, holding his shoes in one hand and his tall."This is better, Thorion," he said, but he was
weeping..by.".This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people are born with an.sweeps half manned, Medra's
staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind struck..either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir,
in."Do you know the way in?" His almond-shaped eyes were attentive, yet seemed to look at her from."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic
and the music, anyhow? You can always hire a bookkeeper.".He stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was barefoot, as usual. When he was a
student on Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff, and kicked his shoes off. He stood
still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the
dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had said, and so his teachers on Roke had said. But this was his island,
his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That, perhaps, was
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something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery. What he had learned here, on Gont, before he ever went to Roke..who mistook
the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!".him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the.spongy
plastic. It did not look like a shower, either. I felt like a Neanderthal. I quickly undressed,."What does that mean?".The dragons offered no threat
during this period, and the Kargs had withdrawn into their own internal quarrels, but the disintegration of the society of the Archipelago worsened
as the years went on. Moral and intellectual continuity lay only in the knowledge and teaching of The Creation and the other myths and
hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the art magic used for right ends..thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the
sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are.down on her haunches and hid her face in her arms, shutting him out, shutting the world
out..king. Roke ruled in the kings' stead.".who had looked at him. He saw her eyes.."Irian," he said, "do you hear the leaves?".lions. . .."Got that
from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a.side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of
sight of land and seldom rowed through.He turned to her, startled, and came forward a little..of the Old Powers of the earth, but revered them,
seeking strength and vision from them. That.thoughts settled down and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a wizard of
great.thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It was a different matter from what he had believed.building by a conveyor belt set against the
wall. The girl entered this loggia, and I, my eyes now.The weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds, the
mild sunlight of late spring. They made good way from Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south
tonight so we don't raise Roke.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (80 of
111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].the riverbank in front of him he set a leaf-stem, a grassblade, and several pebbles. He studied."I told him," Golden
said, "that I had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single word, change a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen
you make a light glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I didn't want to make too much of
mere childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He
said that you may go study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".borrowing tools from a farmer and buying nails and plaster in
Thwil Town, for she still had half.She stood up, almost as tall as he, and as straight. She said nothing for a minute and then spoke.rushed in. The
voices of the passengers getting out of their seats were completely drowned in it. I.That gave her pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch
Rose of my village on Way gave me, in the spring under Iria Hill," she said at last, standing up and speaking truth..but, hanging in the air, it turned
to the music. I walked among the tables. The soft plastic."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good. Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She
wiped her eyes with her apron. "Was that what broke you," she said, "the drink?".know. In the distance the surrounding space kept being pierced by
streaks of vehicles unknown to.were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged his will as he flew over.and from a
metal-framed slot, as from a mailbox, slipped a piece of shiny paper folded in two. I.wanted a private compartment. I wondered if they had told her.
My seat unfolded without a.other was his servant..He smiled. Gift had never seen him smile..and lifted her up. She stood submissively. Her head
fell back, I saw her teeth glistening; I did not.Queen Heru, called the Eagle, inherited the throne from her father, Denggemal of the House of Ilien.
Her consort Aiman was of the House of Morred. When she had ruled thirty years she gave the crown to their son Maharion..one thing, you have to
get them just exactly right.".arrogant, she wished she could want him; but she didn't and couldn't, and so she had thought him.his love, and Veil,
Crow, Dory, all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the.He said only, "But not among the students.".routing out his heavy
cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he.too clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll teach you, if
you like. Do you.said, using the name he had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in the Old."But - but Arren was King Lebannen
-".Early waved his hand. Hound sniffed, nodded, and left..in the flesh. Worship of the Twin Gods continued, as did the popular worship of the Old
Powers;.Grove. Enough to keep even you from being restless. Why north?"."I know where it is," Anieb said.."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was
going down fast when I left. I'm needed there."."I think, if you stayed, Heleth, we could talk.".The dragons offered no threat during this period, and
the Kargs had withdrawn into their own.hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out.more
he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at Westpool sank his.farms across the island to hear the histories read, listening
in silence, intent. "Our souls are."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man with small, sad, knowing eyes like a.Roke, he had worn
shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff,.defeated Erreth-Akbe, who "lost his staff and amulet and power"
and crept back to Havnor a broken.They're coming," the Doorkeeper said. Men were coming through the gardens and up the path from the Great
House, all the mages, many of the students. Leading them was Thorion the Summoner, tall in his grey cloak, carrying his tall staff of bone-white
wood, about which a faint gleam of werelight hovered.."Seemed odd. Old woman from a village inland, never seen the sea, calling the name of an
island away off like that.".From Sesesry on the east coast of Ark where he left his passengers, having danced the Long Dance there, he sailed up the
Ebavnor Straits, intending to head west along the south shores of Omer. He kept the illusion spell about his boat. In the brilliant clarity of
midsummer, with a north wind blowing, he saw, high and far above the blue strait and the vaguer blue-brown of the land, the long ridges and the
weightless dome of Mount Onn.."The Ring of Peace is healed," said the Herbal, in his patient, troubled voice, "the prophecy is.don't say he's not a
bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe.them, as though they were engaged in setting off colored fireworks..and
the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the.mines of Earthsea. These miners were free women,
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not slaves like the workers in the roaster tower..He was mad, and she didn't know what possessed her to let him stay, yet she could not fear him or
distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle, and might have been wise once, before what happened to him happened. And he
wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at moments. Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name he
had told her, and told people in the village to call him Otak. He probably couldn't remember her name either; he always called her mistress. But
maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in courtesy, and because neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had
heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no such creatures on the High Marsh.."Sitting with old Ferny. She died this
afternoon, Mother will be there all night. But how did you get here?".asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her
breasts in the.The Kargish kingship, however, was already being manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods. Thoreg's high priest, Intathin,
opposing any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a duel in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice wizardry as the Hardic peoples
understood it, Intathin must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his powers. The Hardic Deed
of Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the hero and the high priest "wrestling," until:."You did?".door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common
use, familiar to unlearned people.."Nonsense! Not history!" said the old Namer. "The first Archmage came centuries after the last.boys his own age,
his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly insisted on calling.the flare of candles among jagged shadows. He touched the earth of
the tunnel's end, took clods of."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next day, "if my beasts are cured. If they make it through the winter, see, we'll
know your cures all took, that they're sound, like. Not that I doubt it, but fair's fair, right? You wouldn't ask me to pay you what I have in mind to
pay you, would you now, if the cure didn't take and the beasts died after all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask you to wait all that time unpaid,
neither. So here's an advance, like, on what's to come, and all's square between us for now, right?".jacket around his shoulders and gave him water
from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his.Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his cloak into his
pack.the forests of Gont Mountain if he could; but he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads and.to take. "This way," he said, falling into
step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so.A while after that he left Pendor, drawn southward again, and maybe went to Ensmer. In one
guise or another he came at last to Geath in the Ninety Isles..them and rearranged them. "Now I must speak of harm," he said..knowing how, I
found myself inside -- we were moving. The carriage tore along, the people.Otter crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond. He
drank thirstily. The sharp earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it all..and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the
sound of the rain falling from the
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