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When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my

mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her

lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.When she had

made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to

her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while

Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of

their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh,

without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of

rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El

Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress

and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son

and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also

trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten

against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of

El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained

his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various

kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over

his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..Presently, up came a

woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,'

answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this;

wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not

urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor

a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he

gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him

his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time

immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted

and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he

related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose

skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been

private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him

to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would

slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..123. The Blacksmith who

could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the

pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223)

Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.All this while

Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O

Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen

Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art

thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of

the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his

eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied

she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his

turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life!

Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end

and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?

But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may

speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no

regard for thy life?'.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
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Marriage to the, i. 247..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..?

? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning

art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.When he had made

an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence,

she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation!

Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my

palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she

commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over

going till she came to the house of El Abbas..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..THE

TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its

justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated

him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding

company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake

and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to

cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of

him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with]

this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and

except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is

guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit

him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him

from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they

lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and

answered prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and

trappings rich bedight..So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on

before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and

brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the

slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent

from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after

her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and

desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..? ?

? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage

of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of

wonderment..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then

he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation."

"Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds

and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..Then he turned to the woman and said to

her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my

father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of

Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which

I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..? ? ? ? ? No slaves

with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..55.

The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..When they came to the palace, King

Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation

to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So

great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up

with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past]

and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues

and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to

wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the
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means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night

with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".When

Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the

porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his

seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down,

as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to

the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..?Story of

King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty

of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou

exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O

my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it

became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my

neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill

of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in

thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".(continued)..? ? ?

? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I

hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..17. The

Merchant of Oman cccliv.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ?

? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of

love its troth to thee attributed;.The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest

bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off

him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought

him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..2. The

Fisherman and the Genie viii.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look

into his affair.".109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering,

saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and

come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to

talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in

the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading

them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke

and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of

money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF

THE BENOU TAI. (168).The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and

they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with

him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we

would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose

rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might

slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If

thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have

named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee!

Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still

followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..God judge betwixt me

and her lord! Away, i. 48..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so

we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do

overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.Then he sent for his

daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban

and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me

largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall

neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take

up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.When the
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vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made

answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A

while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he

slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the

latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now

this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that

which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the

vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate

anything, it profited him not..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.Algates ye are our prey

become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye

not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine

eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth

to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in

rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be

with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat

he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy

despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he

returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with

her..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank

of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at

each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a

merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the

Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and

practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be

delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come

up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money.

Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come

thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain

man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the

thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going,

behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on

him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye

ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon

she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? Would he

were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? j.

King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty.

Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will

not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow,

'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper

cccxlv.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king!

This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the

youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the

worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten

not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso

looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him

of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the

youth,.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor

can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after

me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this

that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee
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myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed

one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the

kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the

day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.143.

Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the

air,.My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we

plunder, that pass from friend to friend..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the

four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold,

King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his

hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness

and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she

answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and

sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were

removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and

sweet-scented flowers..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he

saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The

king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the

Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that

her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love

of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas;

so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were

privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..The king marvelled

at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered

in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand];

so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not

but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? I view her with

yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and

drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen

Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,'

and improvised the following verses:.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the

palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess,

whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!"

But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the

Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath

there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away

vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.HAROUN ER

RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him,

'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the

tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,'

quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he

put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that

of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for

herself.".? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..One day, I changed my

clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome

house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and

descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he,

"It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man,

with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he

assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him,

"I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God
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aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in

estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing

foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be

the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have

four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Officer's Story, The

Seventh, ii. 150..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O

damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was

surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she

was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.David and Solomon, i. 275..So saying, he left him and

went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us

with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard

this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him.

This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the

money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye

say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired;

but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and

went away from him and dispersed..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for

sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto

me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her

[alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and

besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn

a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he

was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in

the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing

the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was

her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was,

forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and

will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was

imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released

him..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by

reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore

sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him

forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him

and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to

tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his

Wilful Wife dcxxviii.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.The Tenth Night of the Month..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE

BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT.."Leave the

mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His

mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated

the following line:].?Story of Abou Sabir..I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.I marvel for

that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth

Voyage of, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee

languishment?.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all

[present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward

Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place

and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all]

cities and ruler of [all] countries!"
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