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Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and

I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing

away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted

and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told

him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou

seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said,

'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me

nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother

cxlv.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert

dread!.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience,

till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for

the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did

this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding

(99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set

before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with

the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her

to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied

his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to

make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had

eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and

went away..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the

boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself,

whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by

the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of

the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of

aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed

the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the

like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the

trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy

barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..? ? ? ?

? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my

yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with

softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like

to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case

stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these

dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he,

"Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted

and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding

joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have

thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged;

secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to

a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions.

As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give

him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of

God the Most High.".So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion

and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest

in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul

was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I
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beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ?

? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..Therewithal the damsel

rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a

willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down

by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first

mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..111. The Pilgrim and the

Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and

carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of

the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..? ? ? ? ?

Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes

(60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did

depart;.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth

sorrow and bale;.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now,

he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he

redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by

night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and

avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole

therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he

confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the

people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither,

coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a

thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk

interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..However, he would not be denied, and

when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a

scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he

bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed

she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement

the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought

[thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found

her not..All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that

thou swor'st thou wast true.".Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to

him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will

turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert

him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were

moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from

which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath

reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more

diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief

(18) is pined..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers

in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and

bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him,

more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou

take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not

battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not

Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and

rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast;

but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had

contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not.

When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in

supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou
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occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting

neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and

camphor white,.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till

they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied

the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and

what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I

unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with

other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick,

and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat

and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw,

she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and

almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard

this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..32. The

Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.The old woman received the alms from her and

carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he

had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and

scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he

abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy

return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered

forth and grew,.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the

young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing

him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee

somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and

certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks,

near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them,

whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou

come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising

up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said

to thee.'.The First Day..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till

the day..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..So saying, he

went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what

while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent

for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my

place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and

the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak

thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience,"

(17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh

to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit

and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they

should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..I am content, for

him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself

and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have

forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..However, after awhile, one of

the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile

thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another

door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and

knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a

Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and

stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of

my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and
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quickwittedness.'.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed

myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and

the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its

[then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the

true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while

of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..So

she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he

spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping

and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and

how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray

them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the

bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go

to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its

workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for

a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein

was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door,

which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance

from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I

and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in

the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it

neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul

smell in it..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties

and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in

himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame

myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the

perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session

and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.There was once

aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars;

whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor

did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such

a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of

the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days'

delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he

went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the

fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway

clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..It is related that Ibn es

Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es

Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my

kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou

wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er

Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or

a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman

higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath

her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment

and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten

thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us

fare to our loved ones away..? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake

wax on me night and day..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his

allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered,

'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the
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quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of

[this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king

is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and

dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..When El Melik ez Zahir heard

Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt

thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii.

226..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he

used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and

said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they

answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of

wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to

them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and

gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the

hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of

labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the

house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do,

and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard

our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day

belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring

down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found

that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was

never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou

Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion

and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of

our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have

patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy

him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to

hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou

Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to

slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..The Twenty-Third Night

of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Then he

braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying

him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When

he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along

the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered

with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered

him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan

dccclxxxv.?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.She

laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were

in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with

gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from

the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without

understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for

thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had

not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh

not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of

the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature,

like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind,

so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder

Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and
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Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she

bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious

laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story

I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Ye chide at one who weepeth

for troubles ever new, iii. 30..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl

Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy

booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten

her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his

mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,

who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her

heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is

as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were

consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home

and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I

send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".56.

The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and

bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he

granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country

and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain

tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and

bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made

head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich

man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I

was somewhat restored..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had

betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done

with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with

him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of

the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his

capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment."

So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went

forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace,

knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was

moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh,

'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.So they gat them raiment

of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they

became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his

father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to

me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will

counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market

and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will

buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king

said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin

Bibers, ii. 117..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold

before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and

beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my

lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady

Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of

my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the

Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not

content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come
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to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my

occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month

and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady

Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and

the Old Bedouin dclx.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..There

was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used

to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he

said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's

presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could

not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my

beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of

this..? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..Son and his

Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus

engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw

the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse

belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at

the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he;

and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my

lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in

sickness' hands confined..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which

three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis)

and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the

Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of

Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles

them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first

two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife

and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the

old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened

old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked

the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this

is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device

and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I

will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife

answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four

Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and

incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as

might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one

of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed

myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without

abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta

(1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my

"Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender

my warmest thanks..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.? ? ? ? ? Repression's

draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..When the

vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.It is said

that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night

drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case,

whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of

ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his

day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.Sindbad the Sailor
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and Hindbad the Porter.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and

left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her

time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other

purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah

Khatoun..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and

signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.? ? ?

? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night

of the Month.158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears,

Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste.

A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her]

with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and

his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised

him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her

husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii.

81..? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your

absence did veil..Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy

woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I

required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I

agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father

and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of

accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that

which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst

concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be

His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.80. The Schoolmaster who fell

in Love by Report dclxv.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I

heard at a wedding..When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented

himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How

dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the

sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the

mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of

them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other

than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words

and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and

answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden

him..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me

prohibit, with thy regard austere.
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