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The Eleventh Day..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels,

whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and

grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her

and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.Then she sent to acquaint

her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou

not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of

jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king

heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam

went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors,

whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He

who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding;

and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee,

thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back

to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.Khelbes and his

Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt

them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily,

I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for

Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and

the king.".King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated

her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these

belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me

to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea,

who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of

thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that

which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND

THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? God keep the

days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit,

whilst it's here, ii. 234..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my

endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii."There was once a king named

Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went

forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the

guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put

him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy

power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou

shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil

from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had

never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef.

Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.54. The Poor Man and his Generous

Friend cccli.When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers

all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king

with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might

smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and

ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they

shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they

testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of

repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the

youth,.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she

slept..INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then

judith-a-novel-vol-i.pdf

Page 1/9



Judith A Novel Vol I

she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the

Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind

will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave

not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend

her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and

returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed

her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were

now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on

them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their

father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the

forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman

heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token

between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who

strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums

beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days'

journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on

night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the

couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of

Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had

ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode

with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards

appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king.."O

elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered

he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him,

"O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt

thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have

bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".The Twelfth Night of the Month..The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again

and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh

wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He

spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and

jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one

who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet

el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and

she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they,

'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what

Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her,

whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to

kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of

relief.'.Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock

clii.King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath

there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that

which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that

I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".Then Ishac seized upon her hand and

carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O

my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by

Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved

thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.'

Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so

that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.Then

he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with
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pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle

of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for

joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of

El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with

her..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and

antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems

and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it,

read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter."

Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee

for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the

princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself,"

answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the

nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy

chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered,

"With all my heart. Know, O king, that.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away,

whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he

again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was

in her heart and sang the following verses:.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king

bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed

in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I

wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like

unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful

man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field

of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a

cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will

ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted

to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we

may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house,

where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the

prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your

affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When

they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the

talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation

among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the

recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that

night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..? ? ? ?

? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Suleiman

Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier

than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a

number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the

company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart

fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou

avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart

clave to her and his colour changed..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..As for

the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O

Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee

again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an

end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all

this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with

thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear
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this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have

expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not

permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her

not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a

good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then

divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought

in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he

took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of

death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man

wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink,

after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for

me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.Draper's

Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his

draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth

ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it

from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these

roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Arab of the

Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Then he returned to the youth and said to him,

'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord,

who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other

with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and

summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and

their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they

took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story

of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit."."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my

time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again

presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad,

[intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of

like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous

case..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and

release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his

brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene,

who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and

to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,

when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I

am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a

dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year

and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and

cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty

knight,.The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a

complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have,

therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show

the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in which the

various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the

Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..? ? ? ? ? s. The

Stolen Necklace dxcvi.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After

awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the

money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry

this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my

horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he
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overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done

nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which

hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir

Rukneddin, ii. 117..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in

weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that

God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her

mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her

dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed

in her heart..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk

assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and

the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them

and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O

misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved

thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?'

asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..Meanwhile, the

news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to

him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in

Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of

reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is

repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier

and the Envied xlvi.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon

they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance.

Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him;

and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she

gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept

the strings and sang the following verses:.When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said

to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and

will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the

Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning,"

answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy

youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the

field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will

serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74)

other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I

may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two

dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.When his father saw the strength of his

determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him

two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and

returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his

loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling

clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied

forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and

belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him

would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.They have shut out thy

person from my sight, iii. 43..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all

its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen

cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of

cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the

figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be

peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace)
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God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we

rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast

taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send

thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of

passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light

covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the

king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit,

it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided

him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth

and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from

the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..A certain king sat one day on the

roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against

his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?"

"To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately

enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter

and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city

in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest

of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last.

So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High,

whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter,

when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came

forth, at another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ?

? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..Presently, the princess turned

to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate

and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall

I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the

Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is

well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..Now the

king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and

overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and

seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before

him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath

given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their

clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There

cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of

this..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them

down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but

thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the

Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee.

Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the

cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat.

Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..11. The Hermits cxlviii.Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..Two

months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him.

So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two

thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for

the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded

them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.? ? ? ? ? The wine

was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet

me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..The Ninth
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Day.When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay

hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he

swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children.
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