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141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and

the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that

the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our

arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if

he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this

service] two parts [of the booty]..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..? ? ? ? ? If

to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the

friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking

a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the

king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder

prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to

him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of

his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and

delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and

apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who

hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And

what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper

and wrote the following verses:.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his

boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour

and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be

parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of

the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my

service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".116. Iskender

Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he

submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made

ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and

found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth

incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of

entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the

younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter

and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite,

so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth

cclxxi.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the

land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote

thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon

a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he

embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little

knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.'

Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and

manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to

him..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..When it was

eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power

dxcvi.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved,

at whose hands no rigour I resent..When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised

story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding

darkness were..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was

Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not
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over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst

his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate

and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take

example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so

his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his

victual to one whom he knew not".Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to

his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state

departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity],

walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning

and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in

truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a

great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and

said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh."

Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after

another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..The servant said no more to him,

but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us

assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from

him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your

warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the

people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour

changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again

this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.Then, when he rode to his

house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift

thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten

slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces

of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was

perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after

the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old

man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the

side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was

therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the

owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him

yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us

in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.'

Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her;

and he promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her

gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..Then they attired

Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first

dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught

with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.O amir of justice, be kind to

thy subjects, iii. 24..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..God keep

the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a

woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and

she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me

what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he

said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he

marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of

hues with whose goodliness none may compare..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and

what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not

disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68)
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haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash

withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their

mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.? ? ? ?

? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will

make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a

hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee

and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the

queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if

he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart,

gave it to the king..Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused

together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other

than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when

I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which

hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he

related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his

laughter..O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the

bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to

thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered

and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the

Merchant dcliii.The Fourth Day..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an

exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to

me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most

High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us

good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O

my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied

he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at

hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story

of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the

singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling

with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive

me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear

that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her

clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou

repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband

dclviii.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle

him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his

hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a

war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in

sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in

clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two

hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..One of the good-for-noughts

found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over

sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one

dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers

and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots

[waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a

dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the

shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing

not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..Then

he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and
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said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou

hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a

syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman

on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to

the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation

from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the

slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..Now a party of the

troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him

and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire

thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths

we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an

underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and

committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah

a liar..? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..When the Khalif returned from

the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed

his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which

she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady

Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my

word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her

clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the

Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and

Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms,

till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?'

Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye

say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in

marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd

embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank,

unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid,

[his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a

burying-place there..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a

Letter in his Name dlxvi.59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop

of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him,

as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left

him and went away from him..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is

not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how

she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I

accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this

and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover,

she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him,

'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.? ? ? ? ? So,

O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..? ? ? ? ?

Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's

Fourth Brother clviii.The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch;

whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn,

(224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the

circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of

my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth

to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy

charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and

change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in
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weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou

open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not

patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls

were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must

death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from

the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart

and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending

nor the last of our delight!.When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you.

This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered

they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him

with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him

amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must

suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case

and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose

prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son

is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me

to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow

they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..76 En Numan and the Arab

of the Benou Tai dclx.So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty

males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk

and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped

silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were

present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with

them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married

Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made

the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..Old

Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.When it was

eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he

hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came

thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to

the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they

mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till

they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon

he rejoiced in his safety..?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world

have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..When they had made

an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with

torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide

him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered

from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head,

whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers

entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on

his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and

glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is

of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst

thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took

up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery

and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies

hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou

knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him

no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son
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and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..TABLE OF

CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it]

other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er

Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me

and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was

finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back

to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking

myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..God, Of Trust in,

i. 114..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy

grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the

kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had

never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his

presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old

man obeyed his commandment..? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..48. Haroun Er

Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..The Sixth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? n. The

Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by

Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute,

for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Then she changed the measure and the mode [and

played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of

delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.One night, when the night was half spent, as

Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the

gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to

the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and

after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails,

enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..?Story of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i.

49..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked

him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go

about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while

she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and

make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she

needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her

with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on

her..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the

earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and

questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and

of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming

on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate

Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover,

he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..One

day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft;

whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to

him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border,

which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to

which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the

portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance

thereof..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for

his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High

to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured

clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to
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drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement

now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered

Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life

wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the

night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.The Merciful

dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..When Tuhfeh heard

this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O

daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So

Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may

He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from

this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.'

And she was instant with her in asking..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and

he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they

had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke

him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your

speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail

to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand?

Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for,

if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his

slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she

was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going

in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and

answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my

daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an

old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His

uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee

in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..7.

Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then

they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth

he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over

tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he

consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and

five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though

he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because

of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt

repent.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears;

despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly]

presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to

assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty

drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and

marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom

he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he

sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? g. The

King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she

consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to

this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be

He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His

folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and

told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and

assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..?
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? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went

out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and

would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she

gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have

eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make

excuse to him for me.".Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom

there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of

his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine

account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for

him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems

and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled

at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before

witnesses..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii
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