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On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and

delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate

till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when

she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and

come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Then he bade

take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a

carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her

are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though

with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the

damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I

charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw

Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a

napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of

forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen.

She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and

the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in

them.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his

wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and

setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of

one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and

entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to

this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for

his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his

own country..? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..When

she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her

chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence,

and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.? ?

? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).EL

HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left

her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast

thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon

the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her,

for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King

Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the

desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to

God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe,

turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..When the Khalif

heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the

cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it

that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast

goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till

they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New

Cairo Police cccxliii.In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.When the morning morrowed, the first who

presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for

aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my

dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars,

(97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these

words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he
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had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair

but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the

Citadel.".God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left

you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to

this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen

ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is

right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all;

and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever!

Amen..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy

good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the

latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and

bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.'

Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in

slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of

affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and

despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was

half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better

open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled

him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied

the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his

shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying

him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows

upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the

beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and

came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told

him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and

rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and

coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's;

and behold, I am going to her.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the

Quintessence of Things dcccxci.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with

the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the

like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had

not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and

goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for

this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him

who sleepeth not!.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and

included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a

complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the

Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be included in the present publication. The

Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from

an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in

his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into

which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the

Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far

overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may

make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..Presently, Jesus,

son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided

them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought

resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a

boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished
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of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the

choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his

instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her

to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing

heed..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a

fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee."

So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art

thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom

desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell

upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went

away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of

things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without

the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch

myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright

and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn

sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in

the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.74. The Devout Woman and

the Two Wicked Elders dclix.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she

said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a

skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages

(234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this

is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do

what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and

showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon,

[sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made

manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and

foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had

fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for

the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to

his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.So El Aziz sent after his

son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many

camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of

gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and

they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas

and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry

all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the

latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of

the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? e.

The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the

singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said

to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.'

Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they

returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his

place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By

Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer,

pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).May the place of my session ne'er lack thee!

Oh, why, iii. 118.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side

and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah

Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou

sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou
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lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired

one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my

longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed

and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to

know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up

the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and

his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he,

"They tell, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..? ? ? ?

? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones

bewail..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that

which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing

out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she

arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair,

and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for

that I have grave occasion for her.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his

eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her

may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down

there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her,

for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he

bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her

torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for

one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O

Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful,"

answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn

is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el

Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el

Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I

was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif

laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast

made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.The

young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning

[to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer

than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom

more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that

be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of

China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one

night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I

looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman

fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode

here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the

folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away,

whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up

into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to

me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to

wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which

I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a

ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the

king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought

such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the
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goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta

Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the

Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta

(1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp.

367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..73. The Miller and his Wife

ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his

own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet

(may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn

[Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ...

?" And he recited the following verses:.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide

with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would

speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At

last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character,

and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him

and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and

behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i.

215..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous

apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of

salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and

his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is

excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads."

Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous,

pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his

journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions;

and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns,

but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he

acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..Presently, as they

stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted

him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy

wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that

which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy

and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted

them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into

the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him

[and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the

chase and to the stopping of the way..As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in

herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered

over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom

he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I

may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn

with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and

nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's

daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my

falchion keen and bright..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted

it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El

Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with

him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon,

with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass

description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had

smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Women's Craft, ii. 287..Jesus, The
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Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of

their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken

to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that

which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..Then said Azadbekht to him

(and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money

and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast

thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of

benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of

my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should

proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour

profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he

succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the

sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage

and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.Then

Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,'

answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he

repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended

on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over

watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she

entered, she and her handmaid..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of

God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By

Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose

[and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the

Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh

and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the

drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a

violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other,

they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly

presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light

knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and

embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim

and Selma abode amazed..Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore

parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance

of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its

soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted

myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to

return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave

me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I

said, 'I hear and obey.'.86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the

people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful.

Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the

house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white

turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to

you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was

like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the

description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And

with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Then she changed the

measure and improvised the following:.Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who

were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him,

charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house,
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rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating

and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the

Sailor,.? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost

wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that

which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..He

gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke

fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is

renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish

unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's

wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to

God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.?

? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.When they had made an

end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment

and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of

torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the

folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon

the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and

the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the

other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him

and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of

slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that

he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was

empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac

himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to

thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come

forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime,

I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to

thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy

him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go

about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops

to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ?

O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..Think not that I forget our trothplight

after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202)
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