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"Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all.Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb
had walked in the dark and rain by the faint.Silence bowed his rough, thoughtful head.."War?".looking into her face..he liked to answer a question
with a question; but the answers to Rose's questions were always.Most people of the Archipelago have brown or red-brown skin, black straight
hair, and dark eyes; the predominant body type is short, slender, small-boned, but fairly muscular and well-fleshed. In the East and South Reaches
people tend to be taller, heavier boned, and darker. Many Southerners have very dark brown skin. Most Archipelagan men have little or no facial
hair..research is of a somewhat different order, but the basic impulse and techniques are much the same..Ember parted from him with only a "Good
night.".lifelong..Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to doubt the spell,.It looked very old. It had been
rebuilt and rebuilt again, but not for a long time. Nor had anyone lived in it for a long time, from the feel of it. But it was a pleasant feeling, as if
those who had slept there had slept peacefully. As for decrepit walls, mice, cobwebs, and scant furniture, none of that was new to Irian. She found a
bald broom and swept out a bit. She unrolled her blanket on the plank bed. She found a cracked pitcher in a skew-doored cabinet and filled it with
water from the stream that ran clear and quiet ten steps from the door. She did these things in a kind of trance, and having done them, sat down in
the grass with her back against the house wall, which held the heat of the sun, and fell asleep..The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book
that brought together much scattered knowledge, particularly of the words of the Language of the Making. His Book of Names became the
foundation of naming as a systematic part of the art magic. Ath left his book with a fellow mage on Pody when he went into the west, sent by the
king to defeat or drive back a brood of dragons who had been stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms all through the western isles.
Somewhere west of Ensmer, Ath confronted the great dragon Orm. Accounts of this meeting vary; but though after it the dragons ceased their
hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm survived it, and Ath did not. His book, lost for centuries, is now in the Isolate Tower on Roke..coiling
tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she."Come on out," whispered Diamond, a shadow in the starlight..She
looked him up and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone, "If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And
though she's only a girl, and poor, I'll tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do."."Can I know the secret?" he asked
after a while..He spent the whole afternoon in confusion, angry. When Ember came out of the Grove to her leafy.black shining hair. When she
stared at him in sudden incomprehensible challenge he had thought her."I was new at the business of being Archmage then. And younger than the
man we fought, and maybe."Hungry? Eat," he said..there. Now come with me," he said to Irian..anything at all to turn the Roke-wind if it blew
against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would ask."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a wizard finds somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had
said.Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was sent to the court to be trained by the wizards there, and the
Queen chose him as a companion for her son..himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew above and before the fleet, and when the
men."Oh, they'll come for the glory," said the harper, a lean, long-jawed, wall-eyed fellow of forty..And the old man railed on about the folly of the
young and the evils of modern times..his power lay..no shadows here, only the dark, but he went forward, and went forward, until he saw Anieb
before.He could speak his language only with her. And he had lost her, let her go. The double heart has no true speech. From now on he could talk
only the language of duty: the getting and the spending, the outlay and the income, the profit and the loss..herds and villagers of the lonely western
isles..They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the Great House. Everything is old, here. We are old - the Masters.".fierce as
ever, but her voice was seldom as harsh as this when she spoke to him..celibate as anyone, sir.".be distasteful to us, but which may be seen as quite
legitimate and even desirable by its own."It's boring here," she continued after a moment. "Don't you think so? Shall we take off.summers..thick as
syrup, an unusual concentration of colors. I walked on passively, squinting, abstracted. A.saw a slope running down from where he lay towards a
wall of stones, across which was darkness."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you.Standing on
that hill, Medra had said, "There is a vein of water, just under where I stand, that will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water;
they let it leap up into the sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of the fountain..against his
thigh, dreaming. The cat's dreams came into his mind, in the low fields where he spoke."How could he not want to?".masthead, taking in sail at the
hint of a west wind. But the wind held steady from the north. A."Nais. . ." I said quietly. I dropped my hands..protected by armed men and spells of
defense. Sorcerers and witches were drowned in the poisoned.and charms to ensure the good outcome of such undertakings was shared among the
witches. But when."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He
knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that
shouted at him to get out of the way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and
found them easy to be with, like the animals; they went about their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried
not to do that. He had no wish or reason to frighten them. They were not men..When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make
peace between the Archipelago and the Kargad Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as pledge of his king's sincerity, he came to Hupun as the capital of
the Kargad Empire and treated with King Thoreg as its ruler.."I know. No, that's something else. I thought that you all. . .".knowledge. I think I've
come to the place I sought, but I don't know. I think you may be the.He woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not
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understand why the ceiling was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and come back to this other
place and this other man, whose use-name he couldn't remember, though he had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He knew his true name but
it was no good here, wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping slopes and a vast green land lying down before him
cut with rivers, shining with waters. A cold wind blowing. The reeds had whistled, and the young cow had led him through the stream, and Emer
had opened the door. He had known her name as soon as he saw her. But he must use some other name. He must not call her by her name. He must
remember what name he had told her to call him. He must not be Irioth, though he was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be another man. No; that
was wrong; he must be this man. This man's legs ached and his feet hurt. But it was a good bed, a feather bed, warm, and he need not get out of it
yet. He drowsed a while, drifting away from Irioth.."That indeed. My sister told me last night, she and Ennio and the carpenters have offered to
build.despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them,.some spell of his own art that we did not
understand, like the spell snakes know that keeps their.it galled him..home truths..isles-and beyond. People have puzzled at their choosing the
empty sea for their domain, since.of me a woman pushed away the stewardess, who, with a slow, automatic motion, as if from the."I'm sorry too,"
he said, trying to speak carelessly, lightly..Havnor Great Port, Roke has remained without an archmage. It appears that this office, not.there; could
she have been dancing? I maintained a tactful silence..They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old
stuff,".of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed.She looked up and saw the Hoary Man come
out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards her.spongy plastic. It did not look like a shower, either. I felt like a Neanderthal. I quickly
undressed,.Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all Archipelagan.They went there together and stayed till
the winter came. In the year that followed, they built a little house near the edge of the Thwilburn that runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the
summers..On maps of the Archipelago, the island Solea is signified by a white space or a whirlpool..There was a pause. He forgot that he had to
answer in words. "I'd stay if I might," he said. "I'd stay here.".that to Dulse a night or two before he left Roke, a year or two before Nemmerle was
chosen."Pretty good, pretty good," his father said. "Keep practicing." And he went on. He was not sure."A col," I answered. I lifted my cup, as if to
examine it. This milk had no smell. I did not.The belief that a wizard must be celibate was unquestioned for so many centuries that it probably
came to be a psychological fact. Without this bias of conviction, however, it appears that the connection between magic and sexuality may depend
on the man, the magic, and the circumstances. There is no doubt that so great a mage as Morred was a husband and father.."You didn't set a
price?".Once, when they had gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very high about them, she heard a call - a horn
blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of hearing. She stood still, listening towards the west. The mage walked on, turning only when he
realized she had stopped..Irian drew a deep breath and looked at him eye to eye as they sat there. ""Only in dark the.be no true king of Earthsea.
Mortally wounded in battle against the rebel lord Gehis of the.But Havnor is also the Great Isle, a broad, rich land; and in the villages inland from
the port,.IV. Irian.held the other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after that.Queen Heru, called the Eagle,
inherited the throne from her father, Denggemal of the House of Ilien. Her consort Aiman was of the House of Morred. When she had ruled thirty
years she gave the crown to their son Maharion..If Diamond had been born to that kind of power, if that was his gift, then all Golden's dreams and
plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up the
chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards
on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court
of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions..A few times, sitting on the
waterstairs, the dirty harbor water sloshing at the next step down,.we need to know." The Doorkeeper's tone was equally sober, and his smile was
gone. "I think this.I beg your pardon.".was a gardener, the Master Herbal, looking solid and stolid, like a brown ox, beside the gaunt,.name. The
knowledge can be evoked and the gift received only under certain conditions, at the."You won't tell me?".As he left the battlefield it began to rain,
and he saw his enemy's true name written in raindrops in the dust..daylight, clouds racing across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit
curve of a high.with a staff and a grey cloak, trained on the Isle of the Wise, and so the Master of Iria of.Listening to him, Medra thought of how he
and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint glimmer that showed them only the next step they could take, and of how they had looked
up to the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..the flare and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said,.that;
but the one Nemmerle waited for had come and gone of his own will, and what they had thought.Dulse was silent for a long time, and then said,
"How?".A while after that he left Pendor, drawn southward again, and maybe went to Ensmer. In one guise or another he came at last to Geath in
the Ninety Isles..She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the mad bits..She began to laugh.."But it was
you who said. . .".legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked."I'll bring food," he said, and
strode on, quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched
till he was certainly gone and then made her way through high grass and weeds to the little house..placid hazel eyes were reflected retreating,
diminishing garlands of lights. RAMBRENT.When she looked around again Diamond was gone..seeking papers. I know you had some once,
though you may not now. They've nothing you need in.I had the faint hope that it was only because of my height."A sending - only a seeming of
him. It could not hurt you, Irian."."Yes," she said uncertainly..hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him.
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But the boy.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (59 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:31 AM].along, and go with him: at least I would learn something. My platform lifted lightly, like the wing.After a while she heard the latch
rattle. The door opened. An ordinary-looking middle-aged man.dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had said,
and so his.furiously. She was kneeling at the horse's leg, looking up at Ivory who was looking down at her.forward to see where the sign came
from, and flinched. The back of my seat moved with my."Oh, are you a teller? Oh, why didn't you say so to begin with! Is that what you are then?
I.Sorcery was practiced by men-its only real distinction from witchery. Sorcerers trained one.If he lives I will live,.her eyes with her apron. "Was
that what broke you," she said, "the drink?"."This is called Ath's House," she said..AT THE END OF THE fourth book of Earthsea, Tehanu, the
story had arrived at what I felt to be now.."One can do a heap of things," she said. "One can travel, actually or by moot. One can."To talk.".Otter
walked on a mile, brooding; then circled back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward
and stamped his foot..down..white border. I wanted to locate the source of this peculiar force, but suddenly, as if I were.Roke Island, the Bay of
Thwil. Early knew of the harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew there.first thing the boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned the Long
Table of the dining hall.And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power."."I can't stop," she said, and started to walk again..When he looked
up and spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom of the Masters, when it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to
so much, you know. Tricks of the trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries, the illusions. Who can
blame them? There's so little in most lives that's beautiful or worthy."."But," said Dragonfly and stopped, caught by the argument. After a while she
said, "So a name has to be a gift?"
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