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Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to

fair..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an

hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared,

all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that

which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds;

the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently,

up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many

carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne

thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).So the

girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying

and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O

my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may

propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire

nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for

thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou

now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".? ? ? ? ? Ah,

then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..Then El Abbas went in to

Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he

rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her

in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his

kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he

granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter

thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and

undisturbed content?.Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the

Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the

time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of

fire..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that

the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself

with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the

fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what

while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and

admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which

he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode

therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present

case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my

lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by

reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have

sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By

the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it

behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be

the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and

obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising

with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a

man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring,

gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the

stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door,

whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and

went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we
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smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See

what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is

from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it

appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the

captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit

(94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath

been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I

knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break

of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her,

and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her

in with him..? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to

hide..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf

dcxxx.Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring

him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk

rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who

went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy

fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an

underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and

grace..The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they

marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more

extraordinary..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el

Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us

and we Confess thy magnanimity;.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a

second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of

her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow

may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou

arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou

mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house,

seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up

prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented;

whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of

him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of

that place..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and

sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most

extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.He found it every

way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the

measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also

seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat

and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes

cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated.

So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and

kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..When a year had elapsed, there came to

the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the

city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who

bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal

up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was

ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to

him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it

morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither,

purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew
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his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for

the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door

of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein

was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it

forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in

wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the

merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand

to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion,

(103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship,

which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and

his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..? ? ? ?

? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.As I was

passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made

off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted

him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his

words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for

fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged

my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king,"

answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven

thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and

kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of

luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the

badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his

fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old

man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the

side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was

therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the

owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him

yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us

in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.'

Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her;

and he promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her

gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..93. The Ignorant

Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves

with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead

him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play

another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou

stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other

thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do

thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he

sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they

came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also

present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166)

when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and

of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of

the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a

slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee

to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good:

else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..As for King

Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his
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eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I

have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me

manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to

perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then

sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the

house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her

term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of

the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went

round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see

what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one

weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not

that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I

would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow,

we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device,

such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew

long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his

friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly

with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door

and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast

himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question

belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he,

'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed,

then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i.

61..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may

observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state

of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its

production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially

is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single

instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered

into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in

those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in

the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once

more to tender my warmest thanks..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.Accordingly the nurse returned

to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he

said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without

letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took

inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath

written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye,

Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he,

'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn

and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's

worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!'

When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst

outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and

offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost

with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this

bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee,

O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee

of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is

doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Then
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she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they

agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they

rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon

the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended

his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king,"

continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than

God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Merchant and the King, The Old Woman,

the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..Then the

two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up

to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward

Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and

women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who

burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ? ? ?

? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? How many

a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed

him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a

sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing

him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve

him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell

to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..?STORY OF THE KING

WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and

the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow,

when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis

said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden

contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all

kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents'

bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the

Barber's First Brother cxlv.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.? ? ? ? ? d.

The Tailor's Story xxix.? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis

dight..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he

called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier

[Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in

himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my

heart.'.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and

paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of

life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?'

And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?'

Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon

thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him,

'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he

carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who

was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman

answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.'A great theft had been committed in

the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of

them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day;

and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and

presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed.

Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and

squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a

cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I
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left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade

her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and

spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together,

thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more

delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the

latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227)

'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she

laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen

over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they

sat talking..When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple,

to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company

of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go

in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all

thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy

purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what

the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..? ? ? ? ?

And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and

thy sight, iii. 15..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and

said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and

sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we

lay,.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany

him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he

went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and

gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he

came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered

Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the

grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed

on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..When the king heard this story, he said, "How

like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the

king should summon him to his presence.].Conclusion..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and

bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the

widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this

weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this

tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish;

but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El

Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I

rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease

complaineth evermore..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his

beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both

looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned,

dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I

sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders;

whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way,

whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ?

? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race,

display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..Meanwhile,

Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and

how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the

chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them

the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their
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troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his

wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses

and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the

desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.One day,

King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the

love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me.

Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand,

said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more

honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any

[husband].'.A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ?

Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..I abode in my house,

ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the

man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant

and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop,

she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and

fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at

me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with

an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up

to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?'

'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to

mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..When they came to themselves, they wept

awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each

other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the

day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she

hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just

king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between

them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed

amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to

one free-born and true thy case confess..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his

house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this

day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this."

(125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among

them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my

shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of

loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of

him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..When he had made an

end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to

her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding

chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou

art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for

inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control

of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither

went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold,

thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter

the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if

thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my

family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the

woodcutter said], 'Know that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.Then they arose and went up to the palace,

whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of

thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.'
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Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.So each of them fared on with that which

was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel

[in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi,

'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed

upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell

and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a

load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn

aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good

should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered

forth and grew,.40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii.

84..As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who

had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit

the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and

invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three

Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and

wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding

love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and

spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she

to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid

me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and

said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she

said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with

the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I

know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el

Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..Moreover, he gave her a

complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of

her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who

was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops

and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my

mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen

and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!),"

answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the

sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord,"

asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by

reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By

Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".89. Mesrour and

Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence,

he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head

and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir

and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was

coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade

decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas.

Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's

servant..Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had

created nought else whereat to jeer?"
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