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?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When she had
made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and
she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..As they
were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant,
behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's
eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth
thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her."
And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she
was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene
in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they
hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the
Barmecides, i. 57..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king
returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So
they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he
commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to
visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he
shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy
ransom, in contentment or despite..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.'
'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I
seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they
come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath
slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all
honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So
is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to
whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that
which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him,
with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is
he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the
Barber dccccxxx.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of
understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of
trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for
virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do
thus a great while..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of
the Roc cccciv.158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and
my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his
house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling,"
and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest.
Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was
only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into
the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he
carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to
learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy
presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me;
and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my
purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from
my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they
were! i. 225..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed
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and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden
himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story,
and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and
nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in
wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from
that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up
their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that
his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.? ? ? ? ?
How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii.
187..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba.
Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to
her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt
marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes
upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king
and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou
marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the
king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the
vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou
counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and
instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with
obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of
selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him
of all whereof he asked him..60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our
separation, that we may meet again..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..Thou that the dupe of
yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.El
Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a
charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands
stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse,
and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the
enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung
vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off
from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..It befell one day that he entered a certain city
and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and
entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long
while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he
betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and
borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the
deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give
it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,'
rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their
affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..It befell, one day of the
days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won
ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of
the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his
lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they
would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son
and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device
against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced
that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king
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and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the
youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,
marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her
all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and
none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the
censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and
returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him,
whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his
[former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani,
he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited
him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him;
whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah
dcccclviii.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink
of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would
she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour
ccv.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw
silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah!
O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the
sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance,
where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver
and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart
forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust
upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A
madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the
boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the
chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to
speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose
goodliness none may compare..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and
it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying,
"Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was
therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my
nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal
to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O
my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with
the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe]
with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her
the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..It is said that En Numan (169) had two
boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..The Sixth
Night of the Month.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I
will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant,
told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish
of us attain..The Ninth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of
sweetness I espied..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the
strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport.
Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a
reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return
him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this
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letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his
letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper
and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a
woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of
the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went
alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set
out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to
eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they
thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went
away..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what
this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far
country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on
him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the
sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook
himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved
sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my
steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant,
'and requite thee with benefits!'.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife
dlxxxiv.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against
him.'.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision
(231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all
present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and
praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done
this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.When she heard their words, in
the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then
quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that
they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that
nothing may assain..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him
dcccci.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and
plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that
chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..All who were present were
delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and
rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into
them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of
coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he
kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after
mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.And for another story of the same
kind,' continued the officer,.Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and
witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present'
She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the
Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden,
till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him
how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen
Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed
upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to
change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba,
and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him
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the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to
her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which
had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels
and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that
she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage
of, iii. 203..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..There was once a
man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain
village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one
day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at
rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and
the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A
little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him
till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert
upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.40. The Khalif El Mamoun
and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the
following verses:.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly,
whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when
Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter
knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more
by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted
hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he
went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or
unseemly..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from
their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each
other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade
the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest
worship and glory..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ?
b. The Second Calender's Story xii.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him
forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed
himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the
city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said
to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust]
king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw
this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is
not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your
oath and your troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been
satisfied..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved
gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried
out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back,
carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were
four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who
beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five
steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver
wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen
and bright..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the
bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men
and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie
there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when
he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking,
unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at
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hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving
them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought
him off alive..? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and
tortured and pale..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A
moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of
Merjan, for that, in very deed,.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech
and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us
yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence
of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for
the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the
assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put
off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not
forth. (144).Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..As stated In the Prefatory
Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text
of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of
tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of
all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though
differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of
Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate
Tale..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain
his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after
awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.'
When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to
depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he
came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? i. The
Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how
her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her
story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the
cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was
born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..The king took his
wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go.
When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was
left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on
afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by
an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him,
set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and
passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw
there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest
of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Presently, up
came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that
I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know
not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I
know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice,
for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man,
and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was
appeased. (60).? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man."
(76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war
and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier
gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom
thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the
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king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn
his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he
put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he
went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down
and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to
delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Then
said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation
is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the
building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth
for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off
oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the
affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!)
whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses
ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits
and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of
singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves
and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner
melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed
to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed
dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and
another with meat, till the night fell down..The Tenth Day..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet
and how thy visage shone with light,
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