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60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to

kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I

doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set

at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over

cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and

bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning

to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand

and thanked her and called down blessings on her..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And

the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy

business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee

question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to

question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said,

'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into

degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking

herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who

hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked

at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with

us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the

ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O

pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer]

before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent

one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of

him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.Then I sang and

the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of

the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going

forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook

his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of

merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,

unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,

"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay

down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Now thieves had followed him, so they

might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to

her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee

from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its

fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee,

I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ?

Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.When the king saw this,

he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized

her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of

weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..The Fourth Night of the Month..To return to El Abbas, when he

alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green

damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in

the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he

stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered,

"Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce

the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an

hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in

El Abbas his possession..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah,

montbrasil-abbey-or-maternal-trials-a-tale-vol-i.pdf

Page 1/12



Montbrasil Abbey Or Maternal Trials A Tale Vol I

I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted

him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.'

Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the

story of the credulous husband.".The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain,

where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had

with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the

darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel

grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little

nor much..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and

the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but

for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of

accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she,

'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him

thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst

truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou

shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Thiefs Story, The,

ii. 165..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was

vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more

their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would

return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never

heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].When God caused the morning

morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two

lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak

To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne,

whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed

Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of

them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady,

fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there

were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her

and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.The Twelfth Night of the Month..When he felt the water, he struck out,

and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth

day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on

with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the

husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and

intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and

he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised

herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days'

space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and

she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down

at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he,

"[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after

which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So

he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..? ? ?

? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Officer's Story, The Fourteenth,

ii. 183..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or

day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land

and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out

from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself,

leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might
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condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his

boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my

lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".94. The King and

the Virtuous Wife cccciv.As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of

thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy

in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are

like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn

thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto

thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do

righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free;

On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.? ? ? ? ? Would

God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the

loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..When it was the eleventh

day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the

gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him;

whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance

after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be

oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and

how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was

lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of

hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with

precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh.

Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou

hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.One day the Commander

of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the

mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with

eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of

his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if

we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and

entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved

him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin

acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And

where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O

my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case

from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire

without allay..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the

ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she

came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and

sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings

[of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry

ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy;

wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and

thy sight, iii. 15..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine

advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I

will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the

presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had

promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his

eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by

little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said,

'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How
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so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they

wear.".Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story.

So he said, "Know, O king, that.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would

assign. (194).? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a

stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part]

of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy

fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then

said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine

thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is

well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou

direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and

the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon

he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? My

heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..When they

came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade

the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation

between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then

the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three

years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and

anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I

take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity

which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman,

save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's

sister Dinarzad.".45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his

life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.When Shefikeh saw that

which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully;

but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou

knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter

to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast

the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created

among the daughters of the kings.".Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband

and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In

such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom

belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village

where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..As for

that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of

puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles

of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have

told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173)

wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the

calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered

Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Four sharpers once plotted against a

money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and

laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer

brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him

confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and

another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to

him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over

doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.If I must die,
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then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had

kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place;

but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his

sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of

afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he

returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on

account of the tryst..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at

him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at

his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said,

"By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high

purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze

from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter,

she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there

was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her,

after the fashion of kings' daughters..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings

and sang the following verses:.Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white

plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and

wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife

saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own

hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of

wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it

swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".When El Abbas

heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to

bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and

thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and]

locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun,

cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in

this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have

decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".Queen

Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured

deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the

island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the

Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun

and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the

palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have

gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud.

Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw

that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the

earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,

from his back..? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..?THE

THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i.

195..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that

to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them

came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O

my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus

engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and

finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou

camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his

way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived
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and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none

other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their

king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.157. Mesrour and Zein el

Mewasif dcccxlv.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ?

And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..So the highwayman took

the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter

incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth,

beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his

eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for

indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou

witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote

him and cut off his head..? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have

indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for

that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the

story and heard her say to her sister:).How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..Now the king had a brother, whom he

had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed]

imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a

tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the

king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that

he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou

Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne,

donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him

and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love

by Report ccccii."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently,

his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country

to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he

made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But,

when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year.

However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever

price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a

score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to

going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So

she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the

kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed

from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent

from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said,

"God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".At eventide the king sat [in his privy

sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So

he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..Then she wept and the old

woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him

again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without

ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif,

who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old

woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain

sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee,

and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found

Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring

[ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif,

"Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked
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out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I

will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to

him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife

cccxc.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with

thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth

hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I

fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me;

and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My

father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have

them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand

horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my

commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a

wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their

faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of

severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away

with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us."

Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the

lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.The Seventeenth Night of the

Month..Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence

them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head

and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none

here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came

round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they

brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two

boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..As for me, I stood, with my head

bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless

baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the

folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the

end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it

reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and

that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed

I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but

happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND

OUR LORD JESUS..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon

Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine,

dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the

Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with

her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played

one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance.

(166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell

again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the

kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with

child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When

El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with

that matter..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing

upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am

that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the
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frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of

the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand

dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I

came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up

and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I

should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my

horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it

and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I

answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed

again dccccxci.The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt

thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away

and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like

thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that

which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him

of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought

protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my

lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the

Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris

and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's

none with me can vie..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had

fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant,

and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said,

'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son

Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the

land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed

between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the

other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother,

lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the

Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut

it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and

carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when

the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by

Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off

my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he,

and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of

God the Most High..Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters;

and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall

you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197)

for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy

handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199)

that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and

the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while

the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the

bondman of love win ever free from pain!.? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he

tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of

wonderment..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..? ? ? ? ? f. The

Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords,

and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night

Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch

said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that
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she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew

that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth

the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of

deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she

hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I

knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break

of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her,

and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her

in with him..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and

servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the

commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects

and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Ali of Damascus

and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye

o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..128. The Ferryman of the Nile

and the Hermit cccclxxix.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the

intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them

this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife

than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..Now King Azadbekht's wife was

big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a

boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night

[in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor

can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him."

So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars

in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56)

answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].As I was passing one day in the

market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the

burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him,

saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit,

whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night

Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the

market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor

have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the

housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to

see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the

room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of

the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and

brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug.
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