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Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me,

for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying,

she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door

and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him

and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on,

till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of

guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him,

but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought

for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man,

whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new

king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king

and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will

publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..On the morrow,

the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to

him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer,

"Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no

trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought

him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So

Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? The

two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.It is told that there was once, in the city

of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the

sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of

pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of

his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT."

When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of

women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart

among the amorous race.".? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and

miscontent.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot

that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul

hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came

to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and]

sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's

breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of

his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and

Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they

came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old

man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el

Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my

lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay

my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if

she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.18. The Thief and

his Monkey clii.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer

largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the

harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered,

"They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?"

So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath

fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and

down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth
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bear..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ?

Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik

ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].The

Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was

goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day.

Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and

mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother

died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and

became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay

frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of

life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding

One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the

salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them,

'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he

must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and

that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of

another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him,

saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking

availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and

commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his

stead..? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..So saying, he

sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote

one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon

the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till

they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the

soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels

am I;.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling

feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl

dclxxxiv.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..? ? ?

? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal

did circulate,.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the

king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch

the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by

the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth,

"hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship.

Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there

betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king,"

answered the youth,.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of

honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry

behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all

dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the

slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and

royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..Cairo (The Merchant of) and

the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.? ? ?

? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..Certain husbandmen once made

complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them,

and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let

the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let

the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but

Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).The king took his wife, the mother of
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his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew

sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of

them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they

came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the

sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down

on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water

with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man

and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but

none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND

HIS WIFE..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its

delight,.When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from

yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account?

Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon

Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the

accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her

bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber,

indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..I went forth one day, purposing to make

a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have

nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there

been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he

overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from

this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and

snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of

God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.Now the folk used to

go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek

pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High.

[So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you

confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she

refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and

slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God

hath forbidden.'.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee

for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without

thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was

exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the

affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us

out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus

dcccci.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us

had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also.

As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not

to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained

to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of

exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus

imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me

with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in

myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.When Tuhfeh

beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return

to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden

and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels.

Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the

door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of
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pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner

colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and

slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ?

? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones

bewail..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that

thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.Accordingly, Ishac bade

admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon

thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the

treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of

thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and

tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight.

Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed;

A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..? ? ? ? ? t. The

two Pigeons dxcvii.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what

I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed

it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with

musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a

shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the

favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is

without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth

each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me

on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee

a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..29. The City of Irem

cclxxvi.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).'This is idle

talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to

thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover

thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make

supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.166.

Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still

drunken doth he fare..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the

place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed

by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back,

disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered,

without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the

Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii.

41..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours

waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank

and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king

this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his

sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand,

and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this

place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that

which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly

phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with the

news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour

and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they

came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to

their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he

delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent

Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared
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to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..?THE KING'S SON

WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished

are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save

his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el

Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el

Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;]

whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to

her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy

boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a

wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and

acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head,

weeping..?OF CLEMENCY..?Story of King Bihkerd..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.When it was the ninth day, the

viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth

him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel

together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook

themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is

occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the

youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what

shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am

become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be

estopped from us.'".All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will

tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).146. The Lovers

of Bassora dcxciii.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he

believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and

pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails

thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw

his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was

abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that

day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks,

clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..The old man betook

himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which

when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she

bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved

him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were

satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he

arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took

compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire;

and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke

beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it

befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be

the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying

hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).104. El Amin and his

Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he

found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor,"

added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored

them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and

elevation.".? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare

to Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have

been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons

of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with
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this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder

youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green

Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from

her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the

mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees,

and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine

entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered

he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the

whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what

death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth

repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there

needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN.

(69).55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what

they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than

a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a

device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it

chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of

the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came

the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,

marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her

all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and

none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the

censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us,

Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was

in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a

dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and

beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my

lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile

and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212)

should depart and depart with them..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So

she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then

she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me,

"What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping

herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the

river.".Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that

the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself

with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the

fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what

while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and

admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which

he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode

therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present

case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.When she had

made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O

Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ?

? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan

and the, i. 203..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming

out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a

young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep

that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to
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her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he

chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The

Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed

for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.'

Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth

she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK

BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against

Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..There was once, of old

time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding.

When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the

journeyman went in quest of fire..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took

horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was

a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his

due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had

halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing

horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the

great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by

this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the

Ass.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance

of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a

spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending

for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her

lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of

the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore

her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left

hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter

ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.? ? ?

? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.When the king heard this story, he

renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..So

Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the

corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She

whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath

been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow

is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that

none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself;

so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars,

though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and

behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?'

'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176)
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