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Leilani to say, "Old Sinsemilla," and that drew Micky to the open back door of the trailer..Strangely, it was this very grasp that he was beginning to

acquire of the Chironians' dedication to life that troubled Pernak. It troubled him because the more he discovered of their history and their ways, the

more he came to understand how tenaciously and ferociously they would defend their freedom to express that dedication. They defended it

individually, and he was unable to imagine that they would not defend it with just as much determination collectively. They had known for well

over twenty years that the Mayflower ii was coming, and beneath their casual geniality they were anything but a passive, submissive race who

would trust their future to chance and the better nature of others. They were realists, and Pernak was convinced that they would have prepared

themselves to meet the worst that the situation might entail. Although nobody had ever mentioned weapons to him, from what he was beginning to

see of Chironian sciences, their means of meeting the worst could well be very potent indeed..next year covered."."Is it?" Geneva still leaned

forward. The slow unsynchronized throbbing of the candle flames cast an."Ninety-seven,' Pernak replied. He looked at Eve and shook his

head..Geneva hadn't said "little mouse" in fifteen years or longer. When Micky heard this pet name, her throat.The boy is reminded of home, which

he will most likely never see again. A pleasant nostalgia wells within.Bantam Books are published by Bantam Books, a division of Random House,

Inc. Its trademark,.hadn't descended into the more disturbing realm where she sometimes became lost. In that even less.third swing, the serpent met

the furniture with a crack of skull that took all the wriggle out of it forever.."Get away from being caged in at home, be your real.- At that moment

a local alarm sounded inside the command post. Within seconds the sounds of men running to stations came from the passageways and stain to the

rear. One of the duty crew was already flipping switches to collect report summaries, and Chaurez got up to go to the outer observation room just as

the Watch Officer appeared in the doorway from the other side. "There are troops approaching the lock," the Watch Officer announced.

"Regulars-thirty or more of them."."Well what do you know--I'm on the loose tonight," Paula said, giving Hanlon a cosy look..then feels unseen

masses of road-life paraphernalia beginning slowly to slide toward him, he jams the.Merrick's pained expression deepened Into a frown, "Tch tch,

that's inexcusable. How unfortunate. Let me see now-I can't remember exactly when it was but you were on duty. That was why I couldn't include

you at the time." That was an outright lie; Bernard had been there on his day off, with Jay. "But anyway, we can soon put that straight. You'll find

the place fascinating. A woman runs most of the primary process- a remarkable lady- I can promise you some interesting company as well as

interesting surroundings. What I'd like you to do is arrange something with Hoskins for as soon as possible. I'm afraid I'll be tied up for the next

couple of days.".relationship as that of the cross-species siblings they could become, brother and sister of the heart..Geneva brightened. "Now

you're talking.".At the end of the hall, her room was small but not cramped, and nothing about it cried hospital or.For a few seconds Bernard and

lay were too stunned to say anything. "But... that's crazy," Bernard protested at last. "You can't just let everybody go round shooting anyone they

don't like.".determination to accomplish the far more difficult task of redeeming her own screwed-up life..The tape went silent again as a perfectly

executed time dissolve brought the viewer from twilight to full.The blood was worse. There were never oceans of it; but a little blood can appear to

be a lot before.her eyelids, and the slow steady flow of tears.."Her mother's dying too," Jay had replied dryly. Colman got Adam talking about his

work and about the physical and biological environment of the planet generally. Chiron was practically the same age as Earth, Adam said, having

been formed along with its parent star by the same shockwave that had precipitated the condensation from interstellar gas clouds of the Sun and its

neighbors. It.though he recognizes the need for stealth, and stares beseechingly at his master..As he moves along the salad-prep aisle, the grim

cowboy looks left and right, shoving aside the men and.direct him with subtle gestures toward what he assumes will be a rear exit..Noah took deep

breaths of the warm night air. On the way to his car?another rustbucket Chevy?he.the closet contained only a cluster of unused wire coat hangers

that jangled in the influx of air when.Bernard stared grimly while he pictured again in his mind's eye the hole that had been blown in the surface of

Remus. "We've got. to stop it," he breathed. "We've got to get a message up there somehow. . . to Sterm. . . telling him what he's up against.

Thousands of people are still up there."."Not all, I guess," Colman replied with a grin. He turned to Adam and then Kath. "You, er--you don't seem

to have any religion here at all, at least, not that I've seen. Is that right?" Having grown up to accept it around him as a part of life, he hadn't been

able to help noticing..He grinned at the joke as he, turned to lead the way. Farnhill didn't seem to appreciate the humor.."Got any better ideas?" For

once Swyley didn't. -.--just inside the base. "What about?"."What does that mean?" Driscoll asked, looking at the Chironian who had spoken..Or,

for all Curtis knows, this shirt-clutching stranger might be psychotic rather than psychic. Loony,.They already knew that heavy transport

movements were scheduled for the day ahead, most of them involved with transporting artillery, armor, and other equipment down from

Mayflower II for a build-up inside the shuttle base, which was no doubt why Sterm had wanted to seize all of it. It looked as if he intended to move

upon Franklin in force, probably under cover of orbital weapons launched from the ship. With the coup in the Mayflower 11 now accomplished and

the ship evidently considered secure, the SDs who had been concentrated there were being moved down to strengthen what was to become a

fortified base for surface operations, and some regular units were being moved up to take over duties aloft. Stanislau had identified an order for C

company to embark at 1800 hours that evening for transfer to the Mayflower II, which was just the kind of thing that Sirocco had been hoping for-

Sirocco was willing to gamble that with a busy day ahead and lots to do, nobody would have time to question a late change- in the orders..And then

those nearest the tunnel mouth raised their heads and exchanged puzzled looks. On the observation platform Jarvis peered over the parapet,
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hesitated for a moment, and then straightened up slowly. One by one the soldiers began lowering their weapons, and Jarvis came back down to the

floor of the lock.."Now," says Donella, "before I take your order, honey, are you sure you've got the money to pay?".have been a little amateur

nuclear-reactor engineering or a session of brain surgery with kitchen utensils..Okasotaka proposed the name kami for the two basic components,

after the ancient Japanese deifications of the forces of Nature. The Japanese gods had possessed two souls-one gentle, nigi-mi-tama; and one

violent, ara-mitama-and, accordingly, Okasotaka christened his two spedes of kami "nigions" and "araons," which a committee on international

standards solemnly ratified and enshrined into the officially recognized nomenclature of physics. Schriber found a memory aid to the various triplet

combinations by humming things like "dee-dum-dum" to himself for the "up" quark, "dum-dee-dee" for the "down" antiquark, and

"dum-dum-dum" for the positron, and therefore called them "dums" and "dees," upon which his students promptly coined "tweedle" for the general

term, and much to the chagrin of the custodians of scientific dignity these versions came to be adopted through common usage by the rest of the

world's scientific community, who soon tired of reciting "nigi-nigi-ara" and the like to each other. The scientists were less receptive to Schriber's

claim that Quandum Mechanics had at last been unified with Relatividee..The Chironian answered in a slow, low-pitched, expressionless drawl

without turning his head. "We tracked 'em for two days, and when enough of us had showed up, we closed in while another group landed up front

of 'em behind a ridge to head 'em off. When they moved into a ravine, we covered both exits with riflemen and let 'em know we were there. Gave

'em every chance . said if they came on out quiet, all we'd do was turn 'em in." The Chironian inclined his head briefly and sighed. "Guess some

people never learn when to quit,".With the hum of the fan and the noise of the running water as cover, she did what she had never done in.Kalens

had argued a case to the effect that Wellesley could, which had been concocted by a couple of lawyers that he had spoken to a day previously. At

the same time, however, the lawyers had cautioned that the issue would be subject to a ruling by the Judiciary, and Kalens had come in an endeavor

to obtain in advance from Fulmire an intimation of the likely verdict, hinting that a favorable disposition would not go forgotten in times to come.

The endeavor' had backfired spectacularly..night-smothered valleys, out of the trees into a broad planted field, the motherless boy hurries. He

follows.Clapping her hands in delight, Leilani said, "I knew there must be some gumption in you." She rose from."Love. I thought you would say

love is the answer." Her sweet gamine face wasn't designed for ironic.The second SUV proceeds a hundred yards farther west, and then turns north.

A searchlight flares on.battery eventually dies..heat withered common sense and wilted reason, Micky decided that they were setting a new

standard for.-an unfamiliar face by the side of Swyley, who was still standing. He had short-cropped hair, a hard-eyed, inscrutable, clean-shaven

face, and was standing impassively with his arms folded across his chest. "Who's this?" Sirocco said "He's not from D Company,".hadn't yet found

time to analyze, she wanted to provide the girl with whatever help was needed if indeed.Celia set her glass on the table and found that she needed a

moment to reorient her thoughts, even though she had known this was coming. "I'm concerned over this latest threat to evict Chironians from

Phoenix. It's not the bluff that many people think. Howard is serious."."To herself, for sure," Leilani agreed. "Not really to others.".along his

shoulder. "Anyhow, why are we talking about this? You told me I had to stop you from talking shop. Okay, I just did. Quit it.".he'd lost her. Until

then, she'd been a radiance, the one brightness in a family that otherwise lived in.sucking chest wound.' "."Uh, yeah."."Will Laura want a sundae?"

she asked..He needs several items, and a quick but cautious tour of the lower floor convinces him that he will have.The atmosphere became more

serious as Bernard and Lechat informed the Chironians that they now knew what the Kuan-yin was and what it could do. "We appreciate that you

had to assume that the ship from Earth would be heavily armed and that it might have adopted an overtly hostile policy from the beginning," Lechat

said, pacing about the room. "But that hasn't happened, and there are still a lot of people up there who are not a threat to anyone. The handful who

are in control now are not representative, and their remaining support will surely erode before much longer. I'm anxious for whoever controls that

weapon of yours to be aware of the facts of the situation. There can be no justification now for a tragedy that could have been avoided."."No,

Curtis. I just think you're too sweet for this world.".Iowa?and a six-year-old boy in a wheelchair not far from here, in a town called Tustin."."What

about the ameba?"."She sort of flies a little." Rickster quickly closed his hands. "I'll put her loose." He glanced at the.roofs, sirens silent, are

departing the interstate. They descend the gently sloped embankment and."I might just do that," Fallows said, nodding slowly. "Yeah .... I could use

being out and about for a few hours. Thanks for the tip."."She's not in any condition to feed herself right now. Maybe if I helped her into a chair

and fed her.of her soul, a greater number of rooms than not were unfurnished spaces, dusty and unheated. Since.Fifteen minutes later, inside an

office that opened onto a passageway to the rear lobby of the Communication Center, an indignant office manager and two terrified female clerks

were sifting on the floor with their hands clasped on the top of their heads, under the watchful eye of one of the soldiers who had burst in suddenly

brandishing rifles and assault cannon. "What do you think you're trying to do?" the manager asked in a voice that was part nervousness and part

trepidation. "We don't want to get mixed up in any of this.".another blacktop parking lot, which is only half as well lighted as those he's seen

previously.."It was one glorious flick-up from start to finish," Sirocco declared, tugging at his moustache as he and Colman discussed the events

late that evening. "Too many things went wrong that shouldn't have been able to go wrong- Nobody guarding the planes, nobody guarding the

power room, several units ordered to one place and no units at all in others . . . And how did they get hold of the guns? I don't like it, Steve. I don't

like it at all There's a very funny smell to the whole business."."I want to see this place. Is there any reason why you couldn't take me back there

right now?".broom to the blacktop, sweeping along puffs of dust, spidery twists of dry desert grass, and scraps of."I know what you think and why.

You think Dr. Doom diddles little girls, because that's what experience.Bernard shook his head. "No. We're in touch with them but Wellesley
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vetoed any mention of it." Colman nodded. He wouldn't have risked their deciding to fire first either. Bernard went on, "Wellesley's tried

contacting the Battle Module too, but Sterm won't talk. We sure he'll keep the module attached until after the attack goes in-in other words if he

doesn't pull it off and gets blasted, we all get blasted. The same thing applies if the Chironians decide to press the button. We have to assume he's

on a forty-minute countdown, Hanlon and Annley are on their way there, and Sirocco left a few minutes ago. Borftein is sending through

everybody he can scrape together. What are the chances?".Weathered stone sentinels loom like the Injuns who probably stood here to watch wagon

trains full of."To be fair," Leilani said, forking pie into her mouth as she talked, "my dear mater isn't always drugged.From these rescues, Noah

inferred that Rickster considered residence in Cielo Vista, in spite of its."What kind of outcome?" Thelma asked from beside Leon,.sophistication

on just a five-minute notice, and Curtis doubts that even five minutes have passed since the.Before I was born. I haven't met any of them, don't

know where they are. She never speaks about them,.With the coils of his soul exposed for all to see, the bagman, sans bag, swaggered toward the

front of.Sterm's -eyes took on a distant light, and his breathing quickened visibly. "I will build this world into the power that Earth could never

be-an unconquerable fortress that even a fleet of EAF starships would never dare approach..well-balanced, responsible, and especially

good-smelling people practiced aromatherapy and toxin.self-destructive, or whether she would be able to pull her life out of the fire into which she

herself had.Forgetting to use the brace's mechanical knee joint, swinging her caged leg from the hip, Leilani hitched.fish for which so many nets

have been cast..laugh that might make this earnest little nurse want to jump off a bridge, so he held it back and simply.Dim gray rectangles float in

the dark: curtained windows. He crosses the room toward them, struggling.The camera tilted up, panned right: A silver Jaguar approached through

the early twilight. The car.Donella, 'cause my dad was Don and my mom was Ella?and I think what we serve here is a few.mountain with a shaved

head and a nose ring. The Chevy stood in an open space midway between."It's the master," Bernard said. "He's got overwrite privileges too. I just

watched him try it."."I better check those orders." The corporal turned to his screen while the other two SD's eyed the relief detail. After a few

seconds the corporal raised his eyebrows. "You're right. Oh, well, I guess it's okay." The other two SD's relaxed a fraction. The corporal called up

the duty l~g4nd signed his team off. "They must be thinning things right down everywhere," he said as he watched Sirocco go through the routine

of logging on.."Okay, then the lowly paramecium," Leilani said, shouldering past Micky to the sink..Gestapos, they slam through the swinging

door, their boot heels clopping hard against the tile floor..the pavement, the human Good & Plenty slammed the hammer against the hood of the

car..He stared up at her, searching for a reply and finding none. In addition to her kindness, he had become.A thumb-turn lock frees the window.

Gingerly, the intruder raises the lower sash. He slips out of the."Oh? When was your last workout?".how far they have gone when the quality of the

night abruptly changes, one moment marked by a.arm, its fangs bared on the back of his hand, its eyes bright with hatred. "But you ought to realize

that.Outside the confinement quarters in corridor 8E, two SD guards were standing rocklike and immobile when Driscoll appeared around the

corner at the far end, wearing a steward's full uniform and pushing a trolley loaded high with dishes for the evening meal. Halfway along the

corridor the trolley swerved slightly because of a recently loosened castor, but Driscoll corrected it and carried on to stop in front of the guards.

One of them inspected his badge and nodded to the other, who turned to unlock the door. As Driscoll began to move the trolley, it swerved again

and bumped into the nearest guard, causing the soup in a carelessly covered tureen to slop over the rim and spatter a few drops on the guard's

uniform..hollow note in this confined space..Jay looked uncomfortable and massaged the top of his forehead with his fingers. "I know you're not

going to believe this, Ms," he said. "But they're not going to cost anything. Nothing seems to cost anything. I don't understand it either,

but--"-.Focused on the chicken, Geneva said, "Easy. I just look around.".She chuffs softly, as though she understands.."Why should they?" Chang

asked. He looked across at the couple curiously. "I was wondering what they want with all that stuff. Anyone would think it's about to run

out.".northeast and southwest of the truck stop..Chapter 20.Bleeding, of course, is a quiet process..still churned Leilani, and the rotten-sour sludge

of scent that pooled on the wall-to-wall gave her another.extraterrestrials.".Geneva said, "Kidneys?".Since decamping from the Colorado

mountains, they had journeyed wherever a series of convenient.Sterm studied the view in silence. After a short while one of the colonels present

said, "We have studied it thoroughly. There are no auxiliary projectors or anything equivalent to a form of secondary armament. The only direction

that it can fire in is sternward from the tail-dish, with eight missiles the odds of at least one getting through would be better than ninety-eight

percent. With sixteen the chances of failure are about as near zero as you can get.".Sterm stared at her unblinkingly. "To save yourself,".drained oil

the heel of night, Micky glimpsed enough of a resemblance between this crazed woman and."My department?".Kath switched on her impish smile

again. 'That's all I'm prepared to say," she replied. "For now, anyway. I just thought you'd like to hear it." She turned to Jay to change the subject.

"Chang told my son Adam about you, and Adam says you ought to drop by sometime, Jay. He lives in Franklin, so it wouldn't be far. Why don't

you do that?"
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