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Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet

another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following

story. Quoth he,.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to

thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and

without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story,

he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself

with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to

look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.The first

to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following

verses:.As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they

were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king,

concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have

passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things

abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of

their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and

obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Then he thrust his feet

into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket

and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a

hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up

and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls,

like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls

belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes,

misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked

him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it

was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my

pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas

the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter

Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your

city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good

offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite

thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of

assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the

city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking

till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..?OF TRUST IN GOD..Then he braced up

his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under

the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found

himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley,

till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its

inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from

all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and

station rank high..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I

was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When

she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and

to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."]

So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one

the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat

with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this

man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an
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honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my

daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest."

Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her

dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy

and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad

and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of

case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son

seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he

sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel

and ornaments..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So

the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and

chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to

kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her

and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright,

wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she

only redoubled in aversion to him..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his

lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was

moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it

and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!'

'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an

end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is

mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and

cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the

exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he

became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him,

tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his

heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for

I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one

of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God

accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the

dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said

to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys

him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,

saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course

appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even

my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for

sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an

excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost

thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other

replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the

king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined

the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O

king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of

lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth

with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made

much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the

ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion.

When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..So King Suleiman Shah made answer

unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the

description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his
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love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious

son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile,

his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he

reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's

admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the

Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and

Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and

improvising, sang the following verses:.She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her;

wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen

conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than

whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking

forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father

saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and

philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and

all of them desired to look upon her..So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a

raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the

mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I

collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris

and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and

seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam,

"We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her

speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her

sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the

most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his

sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged

and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)

Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and

she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that

be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to

anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper

cccclxxxi.His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee,

After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet

deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the

Sharpers dciii.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was

of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat

them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to

the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the

quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and

shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk

departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..The Eleventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the

Old Sharper dccccxl.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried

out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head,

and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.'

Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought

me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate

with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and

[become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this]

neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I

was of the dead..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady

Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto
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four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.82. The Ignorant Man who set

up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no

mercy there..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun,

who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the

Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her

serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this

world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?'

When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my

mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like

of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his

mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that

which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from

them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his

retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides;

whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for

Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him

and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter

and the conquest of his tribe..Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its

ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said,

"They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and

exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why

do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at

his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou

Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped

and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a

blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his

daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the

rich man and his wasteful heir.".?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND

HIS WASTEFUL SON..Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ?

? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..To his beloved one the lover's

heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and

ravishment..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, '

What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into

his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him

with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination,

to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will

go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And

the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman,

who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she

opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I

go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and

was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and

went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but

unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Reshid (Er), Ibn es

Semmak and, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".Quoth

the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee

again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him,

"My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it

and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went

out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and
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when thou goest out, shut the door.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.Next morning, the old woman said to him,

'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply

she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand

and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and

Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and

wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as

he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took

him up and carried him forth of that place..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the

rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets

and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls

and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital

and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!"

Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment

lighted and the girls singing..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and

those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to

drink of the water forbear.".Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.My heart will never credit

that I am far from thee, ii. 275..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and

despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.81. The Foolish

Schoolmaster dclxvi.So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay

her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body,

after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his

father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till

the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of

slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that

he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was

empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac

himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with

delight at your view;.54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.When God caused

the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad

between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered

her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except

her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with

her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of

their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst

them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor,"

added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he

slit and fled.".Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in

loving me consent..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason

took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my

charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me

that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a

full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with

smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely

face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..? ? ? ? ? For if

"Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising

himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the

king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge

[with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks

thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou
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art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference

to thy case:.? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its

brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.65. The

Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear

to them from me, their lover, and say.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth

to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me,

"Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a

slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the

house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When

her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit

and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ?

? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I

stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came

up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst

drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold

water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon

and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own

place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a

living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel

Enis el Jelii cxcix.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns

To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat

and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to

him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in

haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and

taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise

and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without

having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray,

iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..Ninth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy

chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king,

that.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and

dole..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to

him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the

latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God

prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence

cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in

discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For

parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out

to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained

with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and

presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van,

mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and

guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of

them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily,

the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".On

the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and

delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate

till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when

she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.All this time, the young Damascene was

hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of
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knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife

went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs

and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side.

The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life

of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?"

And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor

transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave

[her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter

of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without

victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the

desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without

allay..Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew

me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case

and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this

is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for

fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that

which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with

pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the

richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they

reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of

King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for

the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a

thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and

townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days.
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