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The muffling fog quieted the city as much as obscured it, and the alley was surprisingly still. Many of the businesses were closed for the night, and
as far as Junior could discern, no delivery trucks or other vehicles were parked the length of the block..At best, Vanadium might decide Junior had
come here to learn what other funeral his nemesis had attended-which was, in fact, the true motivation. But this made it clear that Junior feared him
and was striving to stay one step ahead of him. Innocent men didn't go to such length. As far as the fruitcake cop was concerned, Junior might as
well have painted I killed Naomi on his forehead.."How's something so delicious come from a fat, smelly, dirty, snorting old pig?".She asked Edom
to stay in the main house, so Barty wouldn't be alone while she visited Maria Gonzalez for an hour or two. He was pleased to oblige, settling down
to watch a television documentary about volcanoes, which promised to include stories about the 1902 eruption of Mont Pelee, on Martinique,
which killed 28,000 people within minutes, and other disasters of colossal proportions..He was able to search five pages at a sitting before his head
began to ache. He'd been putting in two sessions each day, starting this past Tuesday. Four thousand names a day. Sixteen thousand total when he
finished the fifth of this evening's pages..In retrospect, coming here wasn't a wise move. Evidently, the detective had been following him. Now,
Vanadium would puzzle out a motive for this late-night graveyard tour..His profession was cocktail piano, though he didn't have to earn a living at
it. He had inherited a fine four-story house in a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a sufficient income from a trust fund to meet his
needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he worked five evenings a week in an elegant lounge in one of the grand old hotels on Nob Hill,
playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of town, affluent gay men who stubbornly continued to believe in romance
in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were working up a buzz to ensure that their rigorously planned
adulteries would seem glamorous..Seeing her, Joey leaped up front his armchair again. He managed to hold on to his book this time, but he
stumbled into the footstool and nearly lost his balance.."Well, you see, that's the funny thing about all the important choices we make. If we make a
really big wrong choice, if we do the really awful wrong thing, we're given another chance to continue on the right path. So the very moment I
stupidly stepped off the curb without looking, I created another world where I did look both ways and saw the rhinoceros coming. And
so-".Celestina finally zipped shut the satchel. "You better watch out for the big bad wolf.".Carrying the brochure, Vanadium returned to the
bathroom and switched on the overhead light. He stared at the slashed wall, at the name red and ravaged..Footsteps in the hall drew their attention
to the open door, where the surgeon appeared in his loose cotton greens..The night was holding its breath again, the previous breeze now pent up in
the breast of darkness..From a distance and through a scattering of trees, Junior wasn't able to discern much about the other funeral, but he was
pretty sure many if not most of that crowd were Negroes. He surmised, therefore, that the person being buried was a Negro, too..When Max
answered, Vanadium let out his breath in a whoosh of relief and began talking on the inhalation: "It's me, Tom, and maybe I've just got a bad case
of the heebie-jeebies, but there's something I think you better do, and you better do it right now.".Without ceremony or prayer, although with much
righteous anger, Junior hoisted the dead musician over the lip of the Dumpster. For a dreadful moment, his left arm tangled in the loosely cinched
belt of the London Fog raincoat. Straining a shrill bleat of anxiety through his clenched teeth, he desperately shook loose and let go of the
body..murdered would be discounted. And if every death was suspicious to him, then he would quickly lose interest in Junior and move on to a new
enthusiasm, harassing some other poor devil..Rescuers encouraged her to move safely away from the passenger's door, as far as possible, to avoid
being inadvertently injured as they tried to break in to her. She could go nowhere but to her dead husband..As terrible as the situation was for
Barty, Agnes knew that it was equally difficult for Paul. She could only hold him in the night, and let herself be held. And more than once, she told
him, "If worse comes to worst, don't you go walking again.".Maria said nothing, working busily, but Agnes recognized that special silence in which
difficult words were sought and laboriously stitched together..Yet his curious attraction to these newborns kept him at the window, and he began to
believe that unconsciously he had intended to come here from the moment he guided his walker out of his room. He'd been compelled to come.
Drawn by some mysterious magnetism.."He knew how you felt about having too much life insurance. So he didn't disclose it to you."."Well," Tom
said, "those people who think it's just a trick generally react bigger than you folks, and you know it's real.".Although she knew how, and although
she knew the pointlessness of asking why, Agnes asked, "Why? Oh, Lord, why must a blind boy climb a tree?"."You should call San Francisco
police, have them put your place under surveillance and nail him if he turns up.".More good American music. The Supremes were Negroes, sure,
but Junior was not a bigot. Indeed, he had once made passionate love to a Negro girl..Robert Heinlein saved her. Over hot dogs and chips, she read
to Barty from Red Planet, beginning at the top of page 104. He had previously shared enough of the story with Agnes so that she felt connected to
the narrative, and soon she was sufficiently involved with the tale that she was better able to conceal her anguish..More likely than not, he would
cross Bartholomew's path when he least expected, not as a consequence of his searching, but in the normal course of a (lay. If that happened, he
must be prepared to eliminate the threat immediately, by any means available to him..Hope became easier to sustain when late 1966 and 1967
brought the biggest advance in women's fashions since the invention of the sewing needle: the miniskirt, and then the micromini. Already, Mary
Quant-of all things, a British designer-had conquered England and Europe with her splendid creation; now she brought America out of the dark
ages of psychopathic modesty..In the hall that served the two ground-floor apartments, they encountered Rena Moller, the elderly woman who lived
in the unit across from theirs. She was polishing the dark wood of her front door with lemon oil, a sure sign that her son and his family were
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coming to dinner..He no longer had any reason to follow an exercise regimen. For twenty-three years, he'd needed to maintain good health in order
to meet his responsibilities, but all the responsibilities that mattered to him had been lifted from his shoulders..When all were gathered on the
porch, lined up across the head of the steps and along the railing, in chill damp air that smelled faintly of ozone and less faintly of jasmine, Barty
said, "Mr. Vanadium, your quarter trick is really cool. But here's something out of Heinlein."."Wouldn't dream of asking you to make it a habit.
Just this one time. If anguish, why not guilt?".She put down her fork, glanced around the restaurant once more, and leaned across the table.
Blushing brighter, she softly sang the opening lines of "Someone to Watch over Me.".Junior realized he was on the verge of babbling, and with an
effort, he silenced himself..The narrow brick-paved serviceway lay five feet below. The maniac had knocked over trash cans while making his
escape, but he wasn't tumbled among the rest of the garbage..After a minute, he slipped his hand into his pocket. The quarter was still there.."I
thought there was a burglar," Junior groaned, but he knew better than to spit out his entire story at once, for then he would appear to be reciting a
script..Late Monday afternoon, September 19, Junior returned wearily to his apartment, from another fruitless investigation of a Bartholomew, this
one across the bay in Corte Madera. Exhausted by his unending quest, depressed by lack of success, he sought refuge in meditation..He was
simplifying and combining concepts, but he knew no other way to quickly give them a feel for the wonder, the enigma, the sheer spookiness of the
world revealed by quantum mechanics..Junior was vigilant. He took note of all those who approached the piano, whether they dropped money in
the fishbowl or not..In his masterpiece The Beauty of Rage: Channel Your Anger and Be a Winner, Zedd explains that every fully evolved man is
able to take anger at one person or thing and instantly redirect it to any new person or thing, using it to achieve dominance, control, or any goal he
seeks. Anger should not be an emotion that gradually arises again at each new justifiable cause, but should be held in the heart and nurtured, under
control but sustained, so that the full white-hot power of it can be instantly tapped as needed, whether or not there has been provocation.."You
sounded as though you were in a lot of distress. You were frightened of this Bartholomew.".Industrial Woman, which he'd purchased for a little
more than nine thousand dollars, less than eighteen months ago and at another gallery, would fetch at least thirty thousand in the current market, so
rapidly had Bavol Poriferan's reputation risen..Reluctantly, Jacob finally returned the cards to the packs and admitted to himself that superstition
had seized him and would not let go. Somewhere in the world was a knave, a human monster-even worse, according to Maria, a man as fearsome
as the devil himself-and for reasons unknown, this beast wanted to harm little Barty, an innocent baby. By some grace that Jacob could not
understand, they had been warned, through the cards, that the knave was coming. They had been warned..He smiled and shrugged. "I used to be a
fisher of men. Now I hunt them. One in particular.".Although, to her eyes, the natural world had an ominous cast this morning, she was also aware
of its great beauty. She wanted Barty to store up every magnificent vista, every exquisite detail..Reminding himself that nature was merely a dumb
machine, utterly devoid of mystery, and that the unknown would always prove familiar if you dared to lift its veil, Junior discovered he could
move. Each of his feet seemed to weigh as much as one of Wroth Griskin's cast bronzes, but he crossed the sidewalk an went into Galerie
Coquin.."Those were Rowena's affectionate names for the boys when they were babies. Her private nonsense names for them, because she said
they were like two beautiful little elves and ought to have elfin names."."September 20, 1902, Birmingham, Alabama, church fire--one hundred
fifteen dead. March 4, 1908, Collinwood, Ohio, school fire, one hundred seventy-six dead.".The odds against this phenomenal eleven-card draw
must be millions to one, which seemed to give the predictions validity..Instead of engaging in the confrontation for which he had been pressing
ever since his first visit, Vanadium surprised Junior by breaking eye contact, turning from the bed, and crossing the room to the door.."I don't just
think so. And I don't just know it. I feel it, exactly like you feel all the ways things are. I'll bet you feel it, too.".Having booked the suite for three
nights, Tom expected that he would spend far fewer late hours in his bed than sitting watch in the shared living room..He would never allow
himself to be bankrupted and made poor again. Never. His fortune had been won at enormous risk, with great fortitude and determination. He must
defend it at any cost..The blessing of Nellie's silence lasted only until Hanna, cursed with speech if not with sufficient strength to stand, said, "We
tried to reach you, Mr. Damascus, but you'd already left the pharmacy.".The lawyer's eyes appeared as round as his face. "Aggie, please don't tell
me you've started to share Jacob's ... enthusiasms? ".Retracing his path across the kitchen, he caught a faint whiff of jasmine from the backyard.
Funny, jasmine here inside. Two paces later, he felt a draft..Celestina told them about Nella Lombardi and about the message Phimie delivered to
Dr. Lipscomb after being resuscitated. "Phimie was, . . so special. There's something special about her baby, too.".Three minutes by car, maybe two
without stop signs. He could just about run it as fast as drive it. He had a bit of a gut on him. He wasn't the man he used to be. Ironically, however,
after the coma and the rehab, he wasn't as heavy as he had been before Cain sunk him in Quarry Lake..He'd wanted to give Celestina more help
than she would accept. She continued working nights as a waitress for two years, while she completed classes at the Academy of Art College, and
she quit her job only when she began to sell her paintings for enough to equal her wages and gratuities..She refused to look at him, the way her
mother had refused to look at him when he'd been making love to her in the parsonage. She began twisting a red pencil in a handheld sharpener,
making sure that the shavings fell into a can kept for that purpose. "I saw it here.".He had the capacity to be exceptional at anything to which he
applied himself. Bob Chicane had been right about that: Junior was far more intense than other men, possessed of greater gifts and the energy to
use them.."Get this through your head, you shit-for-brains. I lost a daughter, a precious daughter, my Naomi, the light of my life.".Taking no
chances, Junior swung the candlestick again, bending down as he did so. The second impact was not as solid as the first, a glancing blow, but
effective..Easter still lay a few weeks away, but already Celestina had begun decorating more than a hundred baskets, so that nothing would need to
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be done at the last minute except add the candy. Her living room was a warren of baskets, ribbons, bows, beads, bangles, shredded cellophane in
green and purple and yellow and pink, and decorative little plush-toy bunnies and baby chicks..Wally Lipscomb parked in his garage, switched off
the engine, and started to get out of the Buick before he saw that Celestina had left her purse in the car.."Thanks, Sparky, but not tonight. I'm
thinking of taking a look around downstairs if old Nine Toes isn't stuck at home tonight with a case of paralytic bladder.".She hung her head,
covered her face with her chilled hands, and wondered how her mother could sustain faith in God when such terrible things could happen to
someone as innocent as Phimie..THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on Enlad:.In
his entire life, Junior had never suffered this much pain without first having killed someone. Reluctant to depart until certain that his student was
out of danger physically, emotionally, and mentally, Bob Chicane stayed until three thirty. When he left, he broke some bad news to Junior: "I can't
keep you on my student list, man. I'm sorry, but you're way too intense for me. Way too intense. Everything you do. All the women you run
through, this whole art thing, whatever all those phone books are about-now even meditation. Way too intense for me, too obsessive. Sorry. Have a
good life, man.".He knew the sermon, of course. The example of Bartholomew. The theme of chain-reaction in human lives. The observation that a
small kindness can inspire greater and ever-greater kindnesses of which we never learn, in lives distant both in time and space..In the minister's
house, Junior had seen no indications of a sister. No family photos, no high-school graduation portrait proudly framed. Of course, he had not been
interested in their family, for he had been all-consumed by Seraphim..The only light came from a reading lamp. An adjustable brass shade directed
the light down onto a chair..Kathleen savored her martini. "Mmmm ... as cold as a hit man's heart and as crisp as a hundred-dollar bill from the
devil's wallet.".Ten months later, he finally wore her down. She accepted his proposal, and they set a date for the wedding..Grimacing, she said, "I
told the police about your disgusting little come--on with the ice spoon.".By the time he ordered cr?me brulee for dessert, he was able to laugh at
himself. Had he expected to see a ghost enjoying a cocktail and free cashews at the bar?.At those cutting-edge galleries where he attended
receptions, no one got in without a printed invitation. And even with the authentic paper in hand, you might still be refused entry if you failed to
pass the cool test. The criteria of cool were the same as at the current hottest dance clubs, and in fact the bouncers controlling the gate at the finest
avant-garde galleries were those who worked the clubs..The fact that Barty saw twisty spots with either eye closed had prepared Agnes for this
bleak news. Yet in spite of the defense that foreknowledge provided her, the teeth of sorrow bit deep..At Tom Vanadium's request, the taxi dropped
him one block from his new-and temporary-home shortly before ten o'clock in the evening..Agnes was not fully aware of how she was lifted from
the car, but she remembered looking back and seeing Joey's body huddled in the tangled shadows of the wreckage, remembered reaching toward
him, desperate for the anchorage that he had always given her, and then she was on the gurney and moving..Vanadium owned so few clothes that
the two bags had sufficient capacity to accommodate half the contents of the closet and dresser..He didn't know what he was looking for. He simply
felt empowered to be the one conducting the surveillance for a change..Sitting on a stool at the counter, he ordered a cheeseburger, coleslaw, french
fries, and a cherry Coke..The second ring was followed by a click, and then a familiar droning voice said, "Hello. I'm Thomas Vanadium-"."That
was five years ago. After more surgeries than I care to remember, I was left with these." He raised his goblin hands again. "There's pain in humid
weather, less when it's dry. I can take care of myself, but I'll never be a card mechanic again ... or a magician.".Maria Gonzalez brought rice
casseroles, homemade tamales, and chile rellenos. Daily, Jacob made cookies and brownies, always a new variety, and in such volume that Maria's
plates were heaped with baked goods each time they were returned to her..When Agnes and Paul returned from a honeymoon in Carmel, they
discovered that Edom had finally cleared out Jacob's apartment. He donated his twin's extensive files and books to a university library that was
building a collection to satisfy a growing professorial and student interest in apocalyptic studies and paranoid philosophy..Eventually, dinner over,
cleanup finished, when Maria and the uncles had gone, Agnes and Barty faced the stairs together. She followed, holding his cane, which he said he
preferred not to use in the house, prepared to catch him if he stumbled..She lost track of him. Fear knocked, knocked, on the door of her heart,
because she was sure that he had vanished the way ships supposedly disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle..Snapping the cylinder into place, he
rose to his feet. Already he had a new plan, and the cop's revolver was the most important tool that he required to implement it..Saturday morning,
he walked to a drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With four, he passed the day re-creating, again and again, what he'd done at
the dining-room table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..Junior hadn't suffered a paranormal experience since the earlymorning hours of October 18, when he'd drifted up from a vile dream of worms and beetles to hear the ghostly singer's faint a cappella serenade.
Shouting at her to shut up, he had awakened neighbors..Maria arranged five place settings instead of four. The fifth--complete with silverware,
waterglass, and wineglass-was at the head of the table, in memoriam of Joey..Then the boy put new and puzzling shadings on his meaning when he
said, "Daddy died here, but he didn't die every place I am.".Junior knelt beside her and pressed two fingers to the carotid artery in her neck. She had
a pulse, maybe a little irregular but strong..The search for Cain was secondary. Getting to the revolver took Priority. Regain the gun and then
proceed room by haunted room to hunt him down. Hunt him down, if he was here. And if Cain didn't do the hunting first..Junior didn't slow as he
passed the house, but circled the block and drove by the place again..Currently, the rental market was extremely tight. The first day of his search
resulted only in the discovery that he was going to have to pay more than he expected even for modest quarters..Inexplicably, each repetition of
Bartholomew heightened Junior's anxiety. The name resonated not just in his ear, but in his blood and bones, in body and mind, as if he were a
great bronze bell and Bartholomew the clapper..To buy as much time as possible while Enoch Cain's assault was still fresh in Celestina's mind,
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Tom proposed that they remain hidden away for another two weeks, unless the killer was apprehended sooner. "Then if you go to Wally's house
from here, you'll want to install the best alarm system you can get, and you should lead a restricted life for quite a while, even hire security if you
can afford it. The smartest thing would be to move out of San Francisco as soon as Wally's recovered. He retired young, right? And a painter can
paint anywhere. Sell the properties here, start over somewhere else, and make the move in such a way that you can't be easily traced. I can help you
work that out."."I'm not a burglar, Mr. Cain. No client has enough money to make me risk prison. Besides, even if you could steal their files, you
would probably discover that the babies' identities are coded, and without the code, you'd still be nowhere.".She searched the child's unfocused eyes
for some sign of the hateful father's wickedness..Two high-quality deadbolt locks. Sufficient protection against the average intruder, but inadequate
to keep out a self-improved man with channeled anger.."You mean it's like with you in the kitchen, but not if you go into the living room? Your
cold has a mind of its own?"
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