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Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and

let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized

upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but

you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round

about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they

brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two

boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..Meanwhile,

news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to

twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night

in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so

go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and

occupied themselves with their play till the evening..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his

disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and

when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.'

Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related

to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled

and certified himself of the matter of the dower..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an

issue soon or late..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my

weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..When

Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my

story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s

mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to

him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee

against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near

thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this

king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor

advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his

troops.'.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the

headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may

cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath

done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his

neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered

all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his

wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of

patience is good.'.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.? ?

? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from

mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the

severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay

yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will

address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou

slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he

belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame

and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not

hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O

Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary

and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.'

(189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O

Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from
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me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and

said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave

him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor

wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death

they're rent.In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an

inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling

up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from

its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood,

both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth

the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..When

King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the

Devil dcxcr.Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food;

whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues,

and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats

and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about

the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How

loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of

him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of

the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the

eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they

were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and

jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they

circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the

servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the

last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat

her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved

to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening

and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked

the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the

sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were

occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he,

'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words

and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves'

purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more

marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.The eunuch

heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman,

falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter

saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the

other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and

heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he

said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits

and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two

Kings dcxvi.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the

second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return

[to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the

police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with

his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the

horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the

Arabs.".The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;"

[and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that
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sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer

said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell

thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near,

she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from

his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O

Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my

place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet

water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and

required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As

ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance

incontinent he's slain..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and

bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no

one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of

Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but

imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than

the story of the king and the tither.".Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and

said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and

thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor

the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and

causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and

now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".?STORY OF

THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting

Him, that will my good deed be..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair

his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..One day my master said to me,

'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest

thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on

an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and

stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit

one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree

till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I

brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the

dead elephant..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover,

he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and

he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story

of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..Then they ate and the

tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou

gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the

night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and

touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with

them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that

rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story

ii.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round

about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without

the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque,

wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of

cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and

spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy

ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..There was once, in the parts of

Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and

a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to
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teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite

letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a

mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them

pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim

and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love

and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my

inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the

nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation

and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall

come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am

certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth

fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..Lover, The

Favourite and her, iii. 165..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch;

whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn,

(224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the

circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of

my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth

to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy

charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my

country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the

utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour.

The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of

Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229)

and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people

of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and

paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented

and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye

soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning

my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's

apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer

lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present.

Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most

High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.The

vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his

lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.As for the king

their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with

each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved

him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to

us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more

diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".The Fourteenth Night of the Month..One day as she sang before the

Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him

and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May

God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for

this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh.

Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the

like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me

art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love

for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it

were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed
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his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till,

after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter

and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O

Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took

my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to

conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring

thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and

accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for

Almsgiving dcxli.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth

galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on

this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me

and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near

thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex

him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would

vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out,

with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the

goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited

the following verses:.They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast

thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my

heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the

Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my

neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me

with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me

sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the

mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in

talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Then she changed the measure and the mode [and

played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of

delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass

dcxi.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was

vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more

their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would

return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never

heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace

of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..The Eighth Day..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of

Bassora dclxxxvi.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to

me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?'

['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not

enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to

me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I

entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second

door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none

of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house

and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I,

"open to me.".The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I

also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance

heretofore. (202).She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices

for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the

money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads

of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which
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he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots

and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Then he went on and presently

there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city;

or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is

easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I

have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the

vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like,

by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh

rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the

hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he

said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy

loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy

service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she

laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and

prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept

sore..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of]

all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went

out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou

killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the

city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou

press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family.

Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said],

'Know that.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who

was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the

girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had

appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan

and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk;

And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.Next morning, up

came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and

cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and

said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the

right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is

on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and

trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars.

By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".It befell one day that the

king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel,

my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer

to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he

answered 'With all my heart.'.99. The History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ?

? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the

fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul

And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of

understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly

stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all

his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was

therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to

him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is

innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is

with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were

with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was
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confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand

dinars..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..The

eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for

fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and

that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit

to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that

night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could

but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..Beard of the old he-goat,

the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..Then

he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and

comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined

the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he

return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come

to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and

despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a

handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's

father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii.

41..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to

the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and

sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the

Parrot xiv.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi

dclvii.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said,

"How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let

us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went

in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee

with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy

viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who

testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and

outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".96. Ali ben Tahir and

the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..Now in that town was a

man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own

country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in

expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the

lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in

the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes

ccccxix.Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.The king marvelled, he and his

company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou

hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to

me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the

king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with

his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him,

gentle or simple.'.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis

(may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of

them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then

she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with

their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold,

set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian

cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin

musk and aloes and ambergris..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.'There

was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they
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separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly

piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence

in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir

Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj

dclxxxi.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till

he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also

and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by

Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How

fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is

comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for

that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head

with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you

still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.As for the singer, when his [stay

in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking

down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist,

who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and

opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to

the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house

in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,'

answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant

dcliii.So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to

her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?"

Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I

will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas,

my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said

to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he

questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of

Baghdad cccxxxii.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the

nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and

when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer

to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing

she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.I

abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but

saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he

was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when

he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed

with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him;

whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without

recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop;

whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said,

'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away.
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