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OR THE ANCIENT CASTLE  MODERN VILLA VOL II
As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of

contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was

placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the

uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic

scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties

presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of

the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat

ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..? ? ? ? ? d. The

Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said

to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt

marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes

upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king

and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou

marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the

king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the

vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly;

whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk

assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the

assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments

and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries

and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was

Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following

verses:.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these

damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs.

Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those

who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment

but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and

prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes

[and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven

are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).When King Shah Bekht

heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the

evening..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.? ? ? ? ? All

through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Then the Khalif went forth and bade

decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were

spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof

till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".? ? ? ? ?

Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful

to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and

Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the

Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk

made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and

spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories,

such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still

abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to

him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the

boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment

lurks behind.".Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they
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called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with

him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other

answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake

with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing,

but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times

and won of him four thousand dinars..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding,

just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the

king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by

reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing

still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.36.

The Mock Khalif dxliii.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither

would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman

Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the

like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk,

it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on

with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared

on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode

therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is,

And every man requited is for that which he doth say..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..The Vicar of the Lord of the

Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili,

(163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for

him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If

any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she

pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before

him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he

answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be

written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it

will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth

said, "O king,.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..Then said El Abbas to them, "O

youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not

of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with

you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and

settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!"

And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon

them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.? ? ?

? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".? ? ?

? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..A certain assessor was one day taken with

a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor

looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he

came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?"

And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the

Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and

come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter,

he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as

witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an

excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant

of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the

Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required

of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.140. Younus the Scribe and the

Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the
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Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me."

[So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? h. The

Drop of Honey dlxxxii.Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes,

how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not

so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover

[from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld

a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but

meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she

said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..When

Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may

return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that

garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels.

Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the

door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of

pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner

colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar

commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the

folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and

small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his

brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told

him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and

histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to

wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the

means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night

with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ?

And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo

Police dciv.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Then said

Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet-

scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented

flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to

sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played

thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer

came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the

night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.Algates ye are

our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth

and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter

of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and

cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that

thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said,

"Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".Now

he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till

daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on

your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the

Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him

somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I

will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what

while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling

the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall

blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i.

45..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..Now King Azadbekht's wife was big
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with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy

as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in

that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can

we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So

they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a

bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost

desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said,

"I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the

privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect;

yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all

legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride,

against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose

from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes.

Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with

discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a

king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm

the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all

of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his

eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who

are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen

the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear

this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said,

'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with

Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single

hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he

gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt;

and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the

door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her

or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..? ? ?

? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the

while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is

for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and

saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the

Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's

Wife dcccclxiii.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her,

'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour.

Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he

purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain

before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to

thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart

quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in

this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me

and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay

him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Then they spread him a

prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of

twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth!

This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander

of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about

him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch

went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of
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judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim

and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing

bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and

men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..?STORY OF THE

RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and

shadowtide..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)

'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him

[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed

the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's

son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of

a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with

cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him

wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of

Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..?STORY OF THE

OLD SHARPER..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.Then he re-entered the village

and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell

robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went

away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him

Relief..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..Trust in God, Of, 114.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a

wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of

God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he

came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his

kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After

awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go

and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein

were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love

o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them

with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding

reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth

for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the

like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank,

honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode

with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the

folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall

gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave

him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account

of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it

chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to

return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..When

the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..On the morrow, the Commander of the

Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would

have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and

obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him,

neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these

three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote

a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and

the Wolf dccccxxi.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined

his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to

him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to

his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get
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possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided

him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose

husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one

by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a

daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them;

after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the

holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their

support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess,

and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the

kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken

a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which

hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to

leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O

Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again

to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the

Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I

dared not gainsay his commandment.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.The

merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his

hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with

good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two

staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole

and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Governor, Story of the Man

of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye

but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.When he saw those many bones,

he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with

increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free

for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee

from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great

recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to

my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants'

bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own

country.'.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I

begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..Then they spread the ensigns and the

standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and

brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and

his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they

despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them

Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the

goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been

set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when

the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went

forth that day to meet the king..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES.

(84).78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for

solace I entreat.After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him

and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On

this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when

the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default

[in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw

yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the

way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to
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kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee,

to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and

I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my

children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not

myself with the francolin's testimony.".When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had

befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with

the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented

himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end

of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.And the king bade him depart to his

own house..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good

breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made

thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought

unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in

being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all

endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head

against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and

his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was

his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's

Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to

dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh

cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But

they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the

first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to

flight..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii.

191..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.? ? ? ? ? An

if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily

bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S

STORY..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they

were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont.

He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore

excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light

knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,'

answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with

thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian

said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of

us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from

this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the

master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..I am the champion-slayer he

warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234.
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