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Nan) So | became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me
into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could
not brook to be parted from me asingle hour. So | abode with him awhile of time and every night | caroused with him [and entertained him], till
the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me,
"Forsake not my service for that of another than | and hold not aloof from my presence." And | made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ?
???k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dccecl xxxviii.l blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in al honour and
consideration, till, after alittle, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my
master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.’ So | betook myself to the folk,
and behold, they had bought great store of elephants’ bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me
with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from
island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and |
also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dcccexxxiv.On the third day | said to
myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For | was going about in quest of awoman who knew me and | knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled,
[whenas | saw her]. Then | went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for | knew
that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, | passed
through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at awindow. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me,
as who should say, "Come up by the door." So | went up, without suspicion, and when | entered, she rose and clasped meto her breast 1 marvelled
at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth | to her, "O my sister, | have been going round and
round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast meinto slaughter (100) on thine account.”
"Sayst thou thisto me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?' And | answered, "How should | not be troubled, seeing that | am in concern [for an
affair] that | turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that | abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night | watch its

its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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