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Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man,

tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her

loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl

belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling

slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be

troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".When

Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may

return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that

garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels.

Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the

door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of

pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner

colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and

what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon

them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a

shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a

coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it

was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the

other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her,

came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an

old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none

gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..When came the night, the vizier presented

himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and

the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..117. The

Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to

him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen

into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and

pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the

princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a

second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..Then he turned to the

woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her

husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that

which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and

torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,

there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered

she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me

the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes

brimmed over with tears at her story..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to

the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me,

"Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a

slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the

house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When

her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit

and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which

she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives,

Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii.

135..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him,

he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him
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by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that

he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord,"

answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done

nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of

honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the

cheeks of the fair..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed

spear..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she

circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to

Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him

a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this

wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that

grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still

the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159)

wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with

them..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's

sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was

there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof

from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the

Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for

these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till

they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness

and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him

friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding

company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of

water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them

a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So

they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the

rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent

them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father,

who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running

till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to

look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the

Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten

thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth

she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid

one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were

best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and

Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story

of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness

doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..To

return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all

manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him

neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed

perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of

Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his

boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a

single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and

that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and

he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him
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that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..Mamoun

(El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the

scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright

and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and

pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and

congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and

if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou

forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him,

saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a

name among the merchants and with their provost.'.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair,

worn out with effort all in vain..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had

followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of

him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw

him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such

a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he

repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the

look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot,

and I can take the whole.'.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah,

He who created this enchanting wight!".4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.One of the host am I of lovers sad and

sere, ii. 252..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice

(114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and

stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he

was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been

stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And

she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the

[thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole;

whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show

forth her innocence before witnesses..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage

communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he

went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of

thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat

down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the

case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and

donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with

them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her,

and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.57. Werdan the Butcher's

Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Then he went to fetch that which he

had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?'

And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my

due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The

old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the

sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but,

by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..The Seventh

Night of the Month..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of

their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom

belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war

upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the

captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O

king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he
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became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good

breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers'

hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years

and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish

Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i.

26..Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of

his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and

weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better

[for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was

a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".Then he turned back,

pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his

face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye,

O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The

youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such

a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him

and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily

from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..When the

king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go

away to his house..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.So Belehwan the

froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told

years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him

forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King

Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been

bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou

soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance,

and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is

others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan,

'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O

king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say

sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the

sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of

responsibility.'.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE

DRUGGIST..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to

them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most

High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the

Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I

will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere

thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..The Tenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead,

yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin

Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding,

just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the

king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by

reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves

dcxxix.As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my

gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it,

swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took

therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle

him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for

Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed,
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thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.Then she mounted the mule and

repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make

mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed

found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by

thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many

stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend

him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a

month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of

returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will

expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the

Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".And for another story of the same

kind,' continued the officer,.? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and

sincere..Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story

xlii.So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my

shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus

[laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me,

if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on

life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and

his, ii. 53..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's

officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon

the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the

woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the

occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would

never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he

said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent

beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover].

Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she

cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated

her speech twice and thrice..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release

him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their

ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he

was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over

falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and

their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the

Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the

planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty

degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of

the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and

the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he

suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who

had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah.

(177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each

damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were

the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that

which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her

instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over

her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time

went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and

red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart,

indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith;
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yet, all his pains despite,.So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks

a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such

an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and

rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath

and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him

and abode a long while, [without farther news]..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the

presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the

king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was

exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man,

we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him

and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with

four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently

they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a

jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back."

Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two

thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is

slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be

saved.".INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..158. Ali

Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might

himself on any wise resign..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Now there

remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came

to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I

rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with

her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she

died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and

abandoned the former]..The Fifth Day.168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.The Twentieth

Night of the Month..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.?STORY OF

THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.When it was the ninth day, the viziers

[foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and

ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and

were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and

said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and

drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he

abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And

they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the

city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".So they

made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting

out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive

him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his

presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him

the letter..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..? ? ? ? ?

O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still

show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Then he left beating him and when the thief

came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how

wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered

the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker

and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,'

rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her

and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in

the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married,
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thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A

hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have

capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.'

Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than

this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy

way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.? ? ? ? ?

Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys

and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..So he was concerned with

an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he

answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled

thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be

bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said

that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the

Eagle clii.27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.When the king heard this, his anger subsided

and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS.

(154).Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii
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