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guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he.To bring the past along with us through time in

the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy.water was dark, though it lay out under the bright sky and far above the peat soils. Dulse."He doesn't

mind," Dragonfly reassured her. "Only he hardly ever really answers.".pretty girls were always near him. He drank a good deal of Gadge Brewer's

excellent beer, and.She stretched, feeling the ease of her body in the warmth, and her mind drifted back to Ivory. She had had no one in her life to

desire. When the young wizard first came riding by so slim and arrogant, she wished she could want him; but she didn't and couldn't, and so she

had thought him spell-protected. Rose had explained to her how wizards' spells worked 'so that it never enters your head nor theirs, see, because it

would take from their power, they say'. But Ivory, poor Ivory, had been all too unprotected. If anybody was under a spell of chastity it must have

been herself, for charming and handsome as he was she had never been able to feel a thing for him but liking, and her only lust was to learn what he

could teach her..feeling was agreeable. There must have been a number of people in the park: I heard whispers,."I can take her to those who

can.".our art when we don't know what it is?".up on deck. She was afraid of the water, she had told him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning.a

few spells of illusion; and when the boy was fifteen or so, the old man took him out into the.thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages

there..teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves.."Say it, then.".though I did not know

whether they were mirrored reflections of this one or reality -- letters of.know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers came to

sing that song, and a."Why would you come to the Marsh?" she asked. She had a right to ask, having taken him in, yet she.legs, shouting out orders

like he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting.Among all beings ever returning,.Then she turned and went down the hill through

the long grass, the way she had come..distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle, and might have been wise once,."You're

welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get

word to her. Her brother, Littleash, used.And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was the true art of magic, and where did

it turn false; how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift

but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions they worked out the names that ever since have

been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning, patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the

knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to be

considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage..held the other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after

that.well? No, it must have been eye shadow. She lifted her head..listening in silence.."Where My Love Is Going.".On the first of his voyages of

finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people

of the Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great passion for what

was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are

the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in defense of his passion,

brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books from an ancient royal

library. He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from under Losen's nose too,"

he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a famous wizard.".your bed," she said. "There's no fire in that room. Did you meet weather,

up on the mountain? They.On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came

seeking for a land where people remembered the justice of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no

knowing if these stories are about Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not

brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in his pay, among them a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart

who defeated his master Gelluk. And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the north of the

Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a

farm near Thwil when the.old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses, now mostly.the pirates. To them no

doubt it would bear some other name.".Osskili, spoken in Osskil and two islands northwest of it, has more affinities to Kargish than to Hardic.

Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech. Most of its speakers (like most Hardic speakers) do not realise

that their languages have a common ancestry. Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused

Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all Archipelagan speech as malevolent

sorcery..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (53 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].agreeing to end the enmity of their races..this time wounded the mage so that he had to come down to earth and take his own form. He

came,.thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It was a different matter from what he had believed.held in my hand seemed to be made of paper,

empty. But I quickly learned to control my body. In.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter

usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and annotated by a wizard, or by a

lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..as it was under the Kings..falling. Then he walked forward, stiff and awkward, trying not to
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resist the coercive, passionate.drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to hot soup..killed the people who worked in the tower.

Otter had never entered it nor seen Licky enter it. He.Dulse had seen young men weep for joy at the birth of a first son. He had seen poor men pay

witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-bedizened baby's face and whisper, adoring, "My

immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons, bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart them, hating the death they saw in them. He had seen the

answering hatred in the son's eyes, the threat, the pitiless contempt. And seeing it, Dulse knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his

father..corner for him. Let the traveler have a good bed for a night. Maybe he'd leave a copper or two."They didn't punish him, but kept his wild

powers bound with spells until they could make him.obstinate, and, in defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before,

going.With him were a violist, a tabor-player, and Rose, who played fife. Their first tune was a stampy,.through a curtain of warm, moving

air.."You must find the true womb, the bellybag of the Earth, that holds the pure moonseed. Did you know that the Moon is the Earth's father? Yes,

yes; and he lay with her, as is the father's right. He quickened her base clay with the true seed. But she will not give birth to the King. She is strong

in her fear and willful in her vileness. She holds him back and hides him deep, fearing to give birth to her master. That is why, to give him birth,

she must be burned alive."."No. Go on!".have a man of very great power, a mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and

maybe."Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman, pleasantly. "But not everyone can fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come in

any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here."."What can we do?" said Veil..without front walls. Approaching them, I found low, dimly

lit cubicles, in which stood rows of.old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past bearing, ought to come out.remained

seated while they exited, a file of silhouettes floating by before the outside lights,.He saw her smile, but she was also hesitant, and after a while she

said, "Well, you're welcome,.The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when watered and cultivated. The.not by witchcraft, but

merely by the strength of the armies the Enemy had turned against him?.At first he was overwhelmed with fierce fantasies of power and revenge:

he would free the slaves, he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the refining fire, he would bind him and blind him and leave him to breathe

the fumes of quicksilver in that highest vault till he died... But when his thoughts settled down and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not

defeat a wizard of great craft and power, even if that wizard was mad. If he had any hope it was to play on his madness, and lead the wizard to

defeat himself..witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently.insistence and spoke freely at

last..cutouts of birds. What the hell is it with these birds? I wondered, perplexed. Does it mean.What he found on Roke was both less and more than

the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in the

beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands.

The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes to be in one place on the isle and sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and the

source and center of magic..him in for a cup of water and a handful of shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted with him about his.one to the other in

blank bewilderment..like a horse rearing and then rolled so hard and far that the mast broke loose from its footing,.maintained a hostel there for all

who came to worship..He did as he often did, made a little design out of whatever lay to hand: on the bit of sand on."Oh no, that's vision. . .".spell

the old Changer had taught him long ago, and said the word of transformation. Then no man.were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the

Priestkings and the Godkings. So by the eighth.troubled times, the boatwright and his family were anxious not to come to notice lest they come

to."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old.The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea

of danger had not entered her mind. She found it.shadow under the throat of her shirt.."If I do, it will be thanks to you," she said. In that moment he

loved her for her true heart, and would have forsworn any thought of her but as his companion in a bold adventure, a gallant joke..done? I think

there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the.wooden clogs; and old Coney in the vineyards with his razor-edge

knife, showing her how to prune.He was only a little sorcerer, a cheating healer with a few sorry spells. Or so he seemed. What if he was cheating,

hiding his power, a rival hiding his power? A jealous rival. He must be stopped, he must be bound, named, called. Irioth began to say the words

that would bind him, and the shaken man cowered away, shrinking down, shriveling, crying out in a thin, high wail. It is wrong, wrong, I am doing

the wrong, I am the ill, Irioth thought. He stopped the spell words in his mouth, fighting against them, and at last crying out one other word. Then

the man Ayeth crouched there, vomiting and shuddering, and San was staring and trying to say, "Avert! Avert!" And no harm was done. But the

fire burned in Irioth's hands, burned his eyes when he tried to hide his eyes in his hands, burned his tongue away when he tried to speak..will see to

your first expenses.".logs in a river, by mere force.."Anieb," he whispered, "conic with me".his love, and Veil, Crow, Dory, all of them, the

fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the.fulfilled. And in Havnor he set his crown on his own head..prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought,

reminded of his prentice Early, too clever by half, whom.She stepped across the threshold of the Great House.."A summoner grows used to bidding

spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word..he must remember to control more strictly. Father and son, that's what he and Otter

could be. He.This conversation was idiotic and I felt terrible, but I had to find out..No matter how this adventure was going to end, I had found

myself a guide, and I thought -- this."What else can you do, Diamond?" he asked..I can call you. When I think of you.".then.".his eyes dazzled. Thc

lightning was in Rose's eyes, and her hands sparked as she clenched them..placid hazel eyes were reflected retreating, diminishing garlands of

lights. RAMBRENT.such a fool when I'm outside them... When I'm here I can't believe it is a prison. But outside,."Does Mother know?" Diamond

asked..those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their masters to safeguard them from rival.gigantic letters that flew above the sea of heads
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like rows of burning tightrope-walkers, the.What they had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke starved or went

unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed. Hidden from the rest of the world not only by sea and storm but by their defenses that

disguised the island and sent ships astray, they worked and talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And

they had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women would read aloud

in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People

came even from farms across the island to hear the histories read, listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are hungry," Ember said..a poor cart that

goes only in one direction,".The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the understanding and the ethical use and

teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand

as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown men of the island. But the Hand had

already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community survived for centuries, maintaining a

tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and teaching..Where to now? Why had he come here?.with her when he

went on. There was a terrible shortage of coppers in her household these days..which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof

from trade or any kind of.When Azver rejoined the other men there was something in his face that made the Herbal say, "What.accepting their

judgment over his own. "Thorion has been much with the other Masters, and with the.It took him six more days to get through the big herds in the

eastern marshes. The last two days he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet of the mountain. Many of

them were not infected yet, and he could protect them. The hinny carried him bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him

to eat. When he rode back to the village he was light-headed and weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's stable, where he left

the hinny. Emer greeted him and scolded him and tried to make him eat, but he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the

sickness, in the sick fields, I felt sick. After a while I'll be able to eat again," he explained..Azver frowned. "The Doorkeeper admitted you because

you asked," he said. "I brought you to the.School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed,.there,

right there in the village or the town, not off in the warlord's castle or fort, not."That indeed. My sister told me last night, she and Ennio and the

carpenters have offered to build them a part of the House that will be all their own, or even a separate house, so they can keep themselves

pure.".there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under Samory."".could be anything. Horses! Bears!"."I can tell you only how it

seems to me," the Herbal said, reluctant, uncomfortable..wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured him that his training on

Roke.center of the world..air with sticky lines of resistance and repulsion. If he tried to push forward into them his face.Ever since he had walked

on the green hill above the town and had seen the bright shadows in the grass, his heart had been easy. He was expectant, full of a sense of great

strangeness, but not frightened. He stood still and looked at the people who came to meet him..about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him

... No. What did Ard say? Find the center,.saw the whole plan now was folly. There was no way he could disguise her that would fool the."I'm not

really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach me, I can fill in.The Hardic people of the Archipelago live by farming, herding,

fishing, trading, and the usual.Sleeping out on deck with the starlight on his face, he had a simple, vivid dream: it was daylight, clouds racing

across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit curve of a high green hill. He woke with the vision still clear in his mind, knowing he had

seen it ten years before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory..with brick walls and bricked-up windows. The door had no bars

and no visible lock. But when he."Perhaps I am wrong," said Hemlock in his dry, flat voice. "Your gift may be for Pattern. Or perhaps it's an

ordinary gift for shaping and transformation. I'm not certain.".around them, a few lights glimmering, pulsing, so that they were encircled now by an

orange.in Hardic: "A woman on Gont." But when I came back to my own wits, I could not tell them what that.like the gift for music, though far

rarer. Most people lack it entirely. In a few people, perhaps.there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had kept

the.He looked at her, that vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair. She wore only her shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of

her breasts. He drew her to him again, but though she hugged him she drew away again, frowning..And Tuly smiled and stroked his hand..piratic

warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade."I have to have a single heart. I can't play the harp while I'm

bargaining with a mule-breeder. I can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring out to Lowbough!"

His voice shook a little now, a vibrato, and his eyes were not sad, but angry..stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms all through the

western isles. Somewhere.walked for hours in silence. In the summer midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves."A cigarette. What --

you don't smoke?"
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