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So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him,

crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son.

Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the

head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the

story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who

questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick

man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.'

Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are

made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed

the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..The

learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered,

they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine

own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the

consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that

(266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary

though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? The bitterness

of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I

stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's

Story dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..When twenty

days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and

it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were

become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them

thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and

after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with

them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the

sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right

for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from

them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times

and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".The crown of the flow'rets am I,

in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign.

(194).? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers,

so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him

forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may

return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl

returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and

worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto

thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his

chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest

redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the

wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the

circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that

the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing

for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had

not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? It rests with

him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd

embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank,

unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid,

[his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a
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burying-place there..?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.? ? ? ? ? h.

The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and

stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he

was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been

stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And

she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the

[thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole;

whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show

forth her innocence before witnesses..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people

misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he

acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man,

and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain

wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin

aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down

his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.Meanwhile the messenger

had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of

good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and

destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently

Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted

her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh,

whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his

hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with

a drawn sword in her hand..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..?STORY OF

THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth

dear..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.So she made ready and setting

out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the

goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and

had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes

and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his

comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..When

the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..14. The Mouse and the

Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? Be

gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and

expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. Story

of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered

it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and

overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who

resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion

and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the

evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? O

ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..Then they went

to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they

prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the

door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and

said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of

the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing,

for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of

this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went

forth to the chase..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of

day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it
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was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and

my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and

anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ?

? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.Now they had complained of them

aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with

sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket

and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this

more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink

of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..When

the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding

love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".[Then they went up to the palace and]

the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid

hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his

account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his

slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which

had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry

aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto

patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of

care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..Wife, The Old Woman and the

Draper's, ii. 55..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an

exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king,

know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee

[is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened

[not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was

about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still

would she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds

upon the Reckoning-Day!.167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..? ? ? ? ? But

the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? How

bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages

and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him

by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not

forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account

with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was

grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and

nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so

that he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all

forspent and dead!.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who

was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and

beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him

to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the

quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and

shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk

departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of

the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his

chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she

knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding

yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that

whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire.

So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.When the appointed

day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse
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against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter

said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan

said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for

thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing

that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou,

what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath

departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So

he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.When the dead man found himself alone,

he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then

be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the

washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and

saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after

travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,'

answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and

the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of

the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and

how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,

"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he

putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? I'll lay

Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup,

my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my

master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on

thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with

thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,'

answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..?

? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..When he felt the water, he struck

out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the

sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared

on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the

husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and

intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and

he is presently my friend.'.21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good,

[took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the

stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the

bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house,

where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither

invited him..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth

sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.? ? ? ? ? u. The Two

Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to

him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given

thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present

with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O

Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish

thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation,

whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of

God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for

her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he

falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or

lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]."

(92).Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.? ? ?
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? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour,

said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will

bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer

to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the

middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and

stop with them the third hole."' (232).With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried

out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt

thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that

none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed

upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go;

but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth

on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart

revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from

the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..All this time, the

young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the

damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's

Story dccccxl.When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew

Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world;

whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and

whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a

certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the

highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay

me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take

aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay

thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the

Merchant Hassan dcclvi..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he

had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El

Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben

[Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten

possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will

make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the

tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop,

betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even

as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the

morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him

beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current

of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..So, when the

night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city,

till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I

said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane,

came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she

espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be

in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy

house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price].

By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave

her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves,

to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her

standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it

is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried

them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came
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thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden

to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl

Mounis dclxxxviii.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? Yea,

wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i.

195..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night,

unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to

their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle,

and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would

have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children

and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their

mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the

midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over

against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place

where they were..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the

sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him

with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love

for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his

kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of

his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about

in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third

day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow,

when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a

window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went

up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou

depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a

deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain

of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by

token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall

betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him."
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