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Needles of rain knitted the air and quickly embroidered silvery patterns on the blacktop..Junior's agony might have made him howl like a cankered

dog or might even have dropped him to his knees if he hadn't used the pain to fuel his anger. His knobby countenance was so sensitive that the light

breeze flailed his skin as cruelly as if it had been a barbed lash. Empowered by rage even more beautiful than his countenance was monstrous, he

crossed the parking lot, looking through car windows in the hope of seeing keys dangling from an ignition..Friday, January 14, eight days after

Joey's death, Agnes closed the sofa bed, intending to sleep upstairs from now on. And for the first time, since coming home, she cooked dinner

without resort to friends'.Tammy--the stock analyst, broker, and cat-food-eating feline fetishist-whom he had dated from Christmas of '65 through

February of '66, had given him the timepiece in return for all the trading commissions and perfect sex that he had given her..Holding a shaker in

each hand, Tom walked them forward, causing them to diverge slightly at first, but then moving them along exactly parallel to each other..AFTER

SPENDING Wednesday as a tourist, Junior began to look for a suitable apartment on Thursday. In spite of his new wealth, he did not intend to pay

hotel-room rates for an extended period.."I do, don't I," Rena agreed, as with one plump hand she spread the pleated skirt of her brightly patterned

dress..Earlier, the dirty-sheet clouds had been wrung dry. Now, the trees that overhung the house had finally stopped dripping on the cedar shingled

roof The night was so still that Agnes could hear the sea softly breaking upon the shore more than half a mile away..Maybe he would get lucky, and

an airliner would fall out of the sky right now, right here, obliterating him in an instant.."I'll come by at eight o'clock for breakfast," Wally

suggested. "We have to set a date.".In the Fairmont coffee shop, Junior ordered french fries, a cheeseburger, and cole slaw. He requested that the

burger be served cooked but unassembled: the halves of the bun turned face up, the meat pattie positioned separately on the plate, one slice each of

tomato and onion arranged beside the pattie, and the slice of unmelted cheese on a separate dish..He remembered standing in the cemetery,

downhill from Seraphim's grave-although at the time he'd known only that it was a Negro being buried, not that it was his former lover-and

thinking that the rains would over time carry the juices of the decomposing Negro corpse into the lower grave that contained Naomi's remains. Had

that been a half-psychic moment on his part, a dim awareness that another and far more dangerous connection between dead Naomi and dead

Seraphim had already been formed?.Maybe the bright side was that the musician hadn't either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death

throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow death like strangulation, the victim lost control of all bodily functions. He'd read it in a novel,

something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both life-enriching and reliable. Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman Mailer.

Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but it didn't reek, either..Tom plucked the quarter off the glass, folded it into his

right fist, and then at once opened his hand, which was now empty..Designed by Linda Lockowitz Text set in Adobe Jenson First edition

ACBGIKJHFDB.During the cleaning, installation of new carpet, and painting that had followed the removal of the diarrheic pig set loose by one of

Cain's disgruntled girlfriends, the wife killer had spent a few nights in a hotel. Nolly took advantage of the opportunity to bring his associate James

Hunnicolt--Jimmy Gadget-onto the premises to provide a customized, undetectable, exterior window-latch release..Aware of the dangers of

dehydration, he drank a bottle of water and put two half-gallon containers of Gatorade in the Suburban..WALLY HAD NOT gone home with

Death, but they had definitely been at the dance together..Still looming over her, he snatched the pad out of her hands and examined the sketch.

"Where would you have seen this?".Instead, as he settled into the offered chair, he withdrew a picture of Perri from his wallet. It was an old

black-and-white school photograph, slightly yellow with age, taken in 1933, the year he'd begun to fall in love with her, when they were both

thirteen..Either this chatterbox was at all times a babbling airhead or Junior particularly disconcerted him..Cain turned the pistol on Barty, but when

Tom charged, Cain swung toward him once more. The round that he fired would have been a crippler, maybe a killer, except that Angel launched

herself off the window seat behind Cain and gave him a hard shove, spoiling his aim. The killer stumbled and then shimmered..Everyone from the

pie caravan had gathered under the oak. The entire family, in its many names, adults and children, heads tipped back hands shielding their eyes

from the late sun, watched Barty's progress in all but complete silence..Why Cain, even if he was the father, should be interested in the little girl

was a mystery to Tom Vanadium. This totally self-involved, spookily hollow man held nothing sacred; fatherhood would have no appeal for him,

and he certainly wouldn't feel any obligation to the child that had resulted from his assault on Phimie..In Cain's bedroom, Tom Vanadium's hooded

flashlight revealed a six-foot-high bookcase that held approximately a hundred volumes. The top shelf was empty, as was most of the

second..Without commenting, Tom continued: "And worlds just like ours-except that my parents never met, and I was never born. Worlds in which

Wally was never shot because he was too unsure of himself or just too stupid to take Celestina to dinner that night or to ask her to marry him.".The

street in front of the gallery was as flooded by a sea of fog as the alleyway at the back. The headlights of passing traffic probed the gloom like

beams from deep-salvage submersibles at work on the ocean floor..She must have sensed his assessment of her and realized that she had little

chance of charming him, for she turned at once away and never looked in his direction again..Mysteriously, on the first day of sunny weather in

weeks, the 707 had crashed into Jamaica Bay, Queens, killing everyone aboard. Now, in 1965, it remained the worst commercial-aviation disaster

in the nation's history, and because of the unprecedented dramatic television coverage, the story was a permanent scar in Celestina's memory,

although she had been living a continent away at the time..Copyright (c) 1999 by Ursula K. Le Guin. "Dragonfly" first appeared in Legends..Junior

hadn't paid attention to everyone who visited the pianist though surely he'd have noticed a certain stump in a cheap suit..His profession was cocktail
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piano, though he didn't have to earn a living at it. He had inherited a fine four-story house in a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a

sufficient income from a trust fund to meet his needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he worked five evenings a week in an elegant

lounge in one of the grand old hotels on Nob Hill, playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of town, affluent gay

men who stubbornly continued to believe in romance in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were

working up a buzz to ensure that their rigorously planned adulteries would seem glamorous.."It's been a tough few years," he said. "Losing her ...

and then getting out of Nam alive.".It was the best he could do in protest against the misuse of good work and a good ship. He was pleased with

himself. When the ship was launched (and all seemed well with her, for her fault would not show up until she was out on the open sea) he could not

keep from his teachers what he had done, the little circle of old men and midwives, the young hunchback who could speak with the dead, the blind

girl who knew the names of things. He told them his trick, and the blind girl laughed, but the old people said, "Look out. Take care. Keep

hidden.".Abruptly, Junior Cain turned away from the tower, from the body of his lost love, dropped to his knees, and vomited. Vomited more

explosively than he had ever done in the depths of the worst sickness of his life. Bitter, thick, grossly out of proportion to the simple lunch that he

had eaten, up came a dreadfully reeking vomitus.  He was untroubled by nausea, but his abdominal muscles contracted painfully, so tightly that he

thought he would be cinched in two, and up came more, and still more, spasm after spasm, until he spewed a thin gruel green with bile, which

surely had to be the last of it, but was not, for here was more bile, so acidic that his gums burned from contact with it--Oh God, please no-still

more. His entire body heaving. Choking as he aspirated a piece of something vile. He squeezed his watering eyes shut against the sight of the flood,

but he could not block out the stench..Although he didn't believe in destiny, in fate, in anything more than himself and his own ability to shape his

future, Junior couldn't deny how extraordinary it was that this woman should cross his path at this precise moment in his life, when he was

frustrated to the point of cerebral hemorrhage by his inability to find Bartholomew, confused and nervous about the phantom singer and other

apparently supernatural events in his life, and generally in a funk unlike any he had ever known before. Here was a link to Seraphim and, through

Seraphim, to Bartholomew..Two cranks operated the winch.. The mortician and his assistant turned the handles in unison, and as the mechanism

creaked softly, the casket slowly descended into the hole.."So I drew attention to myself. Raised suspicions. One night, in St. Louis, this rube

recognized me from my performing days, even though I'd changed my looks. It was a high-stakes game, but the players weren't high-class. They

ganged up on me, beat me, and then smashed my hands, one finger at a time, with a tire iron."."A ship without an anchor can never be at rest," he

answered. "It's at the mercy of the sea.".If he had known that he would break his solemn vow twice before the month was ended-and that neither

victim, unfortunately, would be a Hackachak--he might not have fallen asleep so easily. And he might not have dreamed of cleverly stealing

hundreds of quarters out of Thomas Vanadium's pockets while the baffled detective searched for them in vain..Into the autumn of 1967, Junior

reviewed hundreds of thousands of phone listings, and occasionally he located a rare Bartholomew. In San Rafael or Marinwood. In Greenbrae or

San Anselmo. Located and investigated and cleared them of any connection with Seraphim White's bastard baby..Agnes drew him into her arms

and lifted him off the desk and embraced him tightly, with his head on her shoulder and his face nestled against her neck, as she'd held him when

he was a baby..Reverend White's polished, somewhat theatrical, yet sincere voice rose out of the past to issue this threat in Junior's memory as he

had issued it that night, from a tape recorder, while Junior had been dancing a sweaty horizontal boogie with Seraphim in her parsonage

bedroom..Startled, Junior sat up straight, clutching the silencer-fitted pistol, but the cruiser didn't abruptly brake and pull to the curb in front of the

Mercedes, as he expected..For the next few days, they would eat all their meals in the suite. Most likely, Cain had left San Francisco. And even if

the killer hadn't fled, this was a big city, where a chance encounter with him was unlikely. Yet having, assumed the role of guardian, Tom

Vanadium had a zero tolerance for risk, because the inimitable Mr. Cain had proved himself to be a master of the unlikely..He was simplifying and

combining concepts, but he knew no other way to quickly give them a feel for the wonder, the enigma, the sheer spookiness of the world revealed

by quantum mechanics..As he raced into the future, the past caught up with him in the form of intestinal spasms, and by the time that he had driven

only three miles, whimpering like a sick dog, he made an emergency stop at a service station to use the rest room..He had difficulty picturing the

detective puttering in the garden on weekends. Unless there were bodies buried under the roses..WHILE THE SLATS of ash-gray light slowly lost

their meager luster, and sable shadows metastasized in sinister profusion, the sentinel silence remained unbroken between Junior Cain and the

birthmarked man..Edom bit his lower lip, shook his head, and stubbornly clung to Barty's left foot..Otter shrugged..hands as she had seen surgeons

do in movies, and she could almost believe that she was still at home, in bed, in the fevered throes of a terrible dream..He turned over the two most

recent discards. Neither was a jack of spades, and both were what he expected them to be.."Fear?" Kathleen asked, more interested in Vanadium's

words than in his prestidigitation. "You said you're offering fear to Cain ... as if that was something he would want.".This colored person's grave,

however, was uphill of Naomi's. Over time, as the body decomposed up there, its juices would mix with the soil. When rain saturated the ground,

subsurface drainage would carry those juices steadily downslope, until they seeped into Naomi's grave 'let mingled with her remains. This seemed

highly inappropriate to Junior..Widening his eyes in calculated surprise, Junior said, "Are you a police officer?"."So where he threw the quarter,"

Barty said, as Angel listened intently and nodded her head, "wasn't really into Gunsmoke, 'cause that's not a place, it's just a show. See, maybe he

threw it into a place where I'm not blind, or into a place where he doesn't have that messed-up face, or a place where for some reason you never

came here today. There's more places than anybody could ever count, even me, and I can count pretty good. That's what you feel, right-all the ways
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things are?".With everyone in the diner now aware of Junior, with every head turned toward him and with every wary eye tracking him, he dropped

the bun cap and the mustard dispenser on the floor. Barging through the swinging gate at the end of the lunch counter, he entered the narrow work

area behind it..In July, she went for a walk on the shore with Paul Damascus, expecting to do a little beachcombing, to watch the comical scurrying

crabs. Somewhere between the seashells and the crustaceans, however, he asked her if she could ever love him..At the conclusion of the ceremony,

he relinquished his secondhand sight. He would live in darkness until Easter of 1986, though every minute of the day was brightened by his

wife..Before the pianist could cry out, Junior drove him between the toilet and the sink, slamming him against the wall hard enough to knock loose

his breath and to cause the water to slosh audibly in the nearby toilet tank.."He was born yesterday, not today," Edom said glumly. "When the

thousand-year quake hits, skyscrapers will pancake, bridges crumble, dams break. In three minutes, a million people will die between San Diego

and Santa Barbara.".Junior put the money on the desk. "Then get into the records of Family Services.".Supposing that this new enthusiasm was an

attempt to uncover skullduggery in Seraphim's accident, then the girl would be doing Junior a service even after her demise. Whether or not the

traffic accident was an accident, Junior hadn't had anything to do with it..Only a dishonest or delusional man, however, could justify Victoria's

killing as self-defense. To a degree, he'd been motivated by anger and passion, and Junior was forthright enough to admit this..She searched the

child's unfocused eyes for some sign of the hateful father's wickedness..Because she'd enjoyed some limited use of her right arm, it was less wasted

than her left, although not normal. Paul pulled down that sleeve of her pajamas..Several large Dumpsters hulked nearby, dark rectangles less seen

than suggested in the slowly churning murk, like forms in a dream, as ominous as graveyard sarcophaguses, each as suitable for a musician's

carcass as any of the others..Behind them, the door rebounded forcefully from a rubber-tipped stopper and closed with a thud. The lock wasn't

engaged, however, and they might be interrupted momentarily..Occasionally, when Junior returned home from a day of gallery hopping or an

evening at a restaurant, Industrial Woman-the artist's title-scared away his mellow mood. More than once, he'd cried out in alarm before realizing

this was just his prized Poriferan..In the minister's house, Junior had seen no indications of a sister. No family photos, no high-school graduation

portrait proudly framed. Of course, he had not been interested in their family, for he had been all-consumed by Seraphim..To achieve certain

narrative effects, I've fiddled slightly with the floor plan and the interior design of St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco. In this story, the characters

who work at St. Mary's are fictional and are not modeled after anyone on the staff of that excellent institution, either past or present..Spinning off

the stool, he had also spun out of control. Second by second, twin storms of anger and fear whirled stronger within him..Not one day in anyone's

life, so her father taught, is an uneventful day, no day without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether

you are a seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star, a renowned philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of

your life, there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by conscious acts of will and unconscious example. Each smallest act

of kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed, the remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that engenders a smile-reverberates

across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose generous spirit was the source of this good echo, because

kindness is passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless courage years later and far away.

Likewise, each small meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and

is therefore the seed that ultimately produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All human lives are so

profoundly and intricately entwined-those dead, those living, those generations yet to come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of

humanity rests in every heart and in every pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure, we are obliged to strive again for success, and when faced

with the end of one thing, we must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we must weave hope, for each of us is a

thread critical to the strength-to the very survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in every life contains such often-unrecognized potential to

affect the world that the great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great days and thrilling possibilities

are combined always in this momentous day..nonetheless. The rapist's curse. Healthy, but healthy at the expense of Phimie..Letting go of Maria,

lowering her hand to her heart, Agnes said, "I want to see him." After making the sign of the cross, Maria said, "They must to have keeped him in

the eggubator until he is not dangerous. When the nurse comes, I will make her to tell me when the baby is to be safe. But I can't be leave you. I

watch. I watch over.".As his drying tears became stiff on his cheeks, Junior decided that he would most likely have to kill Vanadium to be rid of

him and fully safe. No problem. And in spite of his exquisite sensitivity, he was convinced that wasting the detective would not trigger in him

another bout of vomiting. If anything, he might pee his pants in sheer delight..In the instant that Junior had shoved Naomi into the rotted railing, he

had foreseen this visit from Rudy, Sheena, and Kaitlin. He'd known he could pretend to be offended at the state's offer to put a price on his loss,

could feign revulsion, could resist convincingly--until gradually, after grueling days or weeks, he reluctantly allowed the indefatigable.They were

inseparable, her son and this cherished girl, as they had been virtually since the moment they had met, more than six years ago. The special

perception that they shared--all the ways things are-accounted for part of their closeness, but only part. The bond between them was so deep that it

defied understanding, as mysterious as the concept of the Trinity, three gods in one.."Oh, that's me, all right. I'm on the FBIs most-wanted list for

criminal pie jostling.".A nuclear-powered sound system blasted out the Doors, Jefferson Airplane, the Mamas and the Papas, Strawberry Alarm

Clock, Country Joe and the Fish, the Lovin' Spoonful, Donovan (unfortunately), the Rolling Stones (annoyingly), and the Beatles (infuriatingly).

Megatons of music crashed off the brick walls, made the many-paned metal framed windows reverberate like the drumheads in a hard-marching
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military band, and created simultaneously an exhilarating sense of possibility and a sense of doom, the feeling that Armageddon was coming soon

but that it was going to be fun..When Nolly sighed and frowned, his lumpish face seemed in danger of sliding off his skull, like oatmeal oozing off

a spoon. "Mr. Cain, much as I regret it, I'm afraid I'm going to have to return half of the retainer you gave me.".Junior didn't find anything to

explain her paranoia-though, to his surprise, he discovered six books by Caesar Zedd in her small library. The pages were dog-eared; the text was

heavily underlined..The accountant lived in a white Georgian house on a street fined with huge old evergreens..So it became dangerous to practice

sorcery, except under the protection of a strong warlord; and even then, if a wizard met up with one whose powers were greater than his own, he

might be destroyed. And if a wizard let down his guard among the common folk, they too might destroy him if they could, seeing him as the source

of the worst evils they suffered, a malign being. In those years, in the minds of most people, all magic was black..He continued until four aces of

hearts and four aces of diamonds were on the table in front of him. These eight draws he had prepared, and this effect was his intention.."Maybe

he's a character I saw in a movie or read in a novel. I'm a member of the Book-of-the-Month Club. I'm always reading one thing or another. I don't

remember a character named B-Bartholomew, but maybe I read the book years ago.".pride, his one great shining moment but also his sinful pride.

Clubbed with the trophy first, fists later. And now, here,.The corroded casement-operating mechanism began to give way, as did the hinges, and the

window sagged outward..By the time he got to the cooler, he could see this wasn't smoke, after all. It dissipated too quickly. Cool against his hand.

The cold steam from dry ice..Junior no longer leaned casually on the casing. He put both hands flat against the door..Busily, earnestly, with great

satisfaction, Junior redirected his anger at Celestina and at the man with her. These two were, after all, guardians of the true Bartholomew, and

therefore Junior's enemies..The one piece he had purchased was by a young Bay Area artist, Bavol Poriferan, about whom art critics nationwide

were in agreement: He was destined for a long and significant career. The sculpture had cost over nine thousand dollars, an extravagance for a man

trying to live on the income of his hard-won and prudently invested fortune, but its presence in his living room immediately identified him, to

cognoscenti, as a person of taste and cutting-edge sensibilities..One, two, three, four-Edom took away all the remaining pies. He pointed at Barty

and then at the empty table.."Oh, my Lord," Chicane groaned as he and Sparky half carried Junior into the bathroom..Beseechingly, with no

intention of intimacy, he took Celestina's hands in his. "For years, as an obstetrician, I brought life into the world, but I didn't know what life was,

didn't grasp the meaning of it, that it even had meaning. Before Rowena, Harry, and Danny went down in that airplane, I was already ... empty.

After losing them, I was worse than empty. Celestina, I was dead inside. Phimie gave me hope. I can't repay her, but I can do something for her

daughter and for you, if you'll let me.".Initially, when told that his patient was a Negro, Junior had been reluctant to serve as her physical therapist.

Her program of rehab required mostly structured exercise to restore flexibility and to gain strength in the affected limb, but some massage would be

involved, as well, which made him uncomfortable..Worried that tears would frighten Barty, that indulging in a few would result in a ruinous flood,

Agnes held back the salt tides. A mother's duty proved to be the stuff from which dams were built..Perhaps he would not have leaped along this

chain of conclusions if he'd not been an admirer of Caesar Zedd, for Zedd teaches that too often society encourages us to dismiss certain insights as

illogical, even when in fact these insights arise from animal instinct and are the closest thing to unalloyed truth we will ever know..Although Neddy

had flushed to a rich primrose-pink, Junior still held his hand, crowding him, lowering his face even closer to the musician's. "If you vouched for a

teacher, I'd feel confident that I was in good hands, but I'd still much rather learn from you, Neddy. I really wish you would reconsider-".summoned

an expression no less dubious than that of a policeman listening to the alibi of a suspect with bloody hands. Then: "I'm quite sure that Wroth

Griskin does not make candlesticks. If that's what you're looking for, I'd recommend the housewares department at Gump's.".Sometimes he thought

he walked for Perri, using the steps she had stored up and never taken, giving expression to her unfulfilled yearning to travel. At other times, he

thought he walked for the solitude that allowed him to remember their life in fine detail-or to forget. To find peace--or seek adventure. To gain

understanding through contemplation---or to scrub all thought from his mind. To see the world or to be rid of it. Perhaps he hoped that coyotes

would stalk him through a bleak twilight or a mountain lion set upon him on a hungry dawn, or a drunk driver run him down..Putting an arm

around Paul's shoulders, Dr. Salk walked with him along a street lined with eucalyptuses and Torrey pines, to a nearby pocket park. They sat on a

bench in the sunshine and watched duck waddle on the shore of a man-made pond.."Well, with so much on His shoulders, He can't always watch us

directly, you know, with His fullest attention every minute, but He's always at least watching from the corner of His eye. You'll be all right. I know

you will.".After an interminable silence, the detective said, "Do you know what believe about life, Enoch?".He was relieved that he hadn't moved

his head or made a sound.  He wanted to understand as much of the situation as possible before revealing that he was awake..It could only be made

better by the presence of her parents. They had planned to fly down to San Francisco this morning, but late yesterday, a parishioner and close friend

had died. A minister and his wife sometimes had duties to the flock that superseded all else..Agnes had struggled recently to find a way to explain

to Barty that his uncles had lost their hope, to convey also what it meant to live without hope-and somehow to tell the boy all this without

burdening him, at such a young age, with the details of what his monstrous grandfather, Agnes's father, had done to her and to her brothers. The

task was beyond her abilities. The fact that Barty was a prodigy six times over didn't make his mother's work easier, because in order to understand

her, he would require experience and emotional maturity, not just intellect..EARLY CHRISTMAS EVE, gallery brochure in hand, Junior returned

to his apartment, puzzling over mysteries that had nothing to do with guiding stars and virgin births.
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