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ROMANCE OF THE CASTLE VOL II
? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..118. The Jewish Cadi
and his Pious Wife cccclxv.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would
know;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii.
88..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii.
171..Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of
the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered
and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay
me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise
himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down
thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness
and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of
thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this
inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will
deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a
ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with
gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A
MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".To
return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet
there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her
brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence.
Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's
mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be
visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by,
[without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise
they abode days and months..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..111. The Pilgrim and the
Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and
established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in
his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath
spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do,
whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark
one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a
just opinion of his skill..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart
devour..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him
and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me
truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am
nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that
haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..It chances whiles that the blind
man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? Then,
after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great
to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had
wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her,
and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou
desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor
draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure
to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who
would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew
not, The Man who was, i. 293..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the
two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state,
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know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.'
And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping
and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his
palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him
and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh
and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and
allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her,
and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with
bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed
with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not,
but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to
me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.So he went round
about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing
there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a
window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?'
And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment
of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going
about.'.Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to
[meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and
thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay
Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the
Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with
'Hearkening and obedience.'.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the
Thieves dcxxix.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.Endowed with amorous
grace past any else am I, ii 253..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him,
'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than
Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the
lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to
repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what
seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed
her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and]
presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to
her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation
[of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her
lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the
leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..84. Dibil el Khuzai with the
Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ?
? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..?THE TWELFTH
OFFICER'S STORY..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should
prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat
and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them
in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the
commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank
of the Tigris..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is
and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried
him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast
with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I
hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they
fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be
with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the
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money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a
wanton, witless wight..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to
hear..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had
wept at every pore..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Ye know I'm
passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and
being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he
should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who
was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don
raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..Moreover, he gave her a complete
suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from
my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the
cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and
come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my
mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen
and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!),"
answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the
sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord,"
asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by
reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By
Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? God
knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.Three Young Men, El Hejjaj
and the, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to
slay..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and
Num his Slave-girl di.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..? ? ? ? ? Whose
subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..On this wise we abode a whole year,
at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next
month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth
thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on
such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her
and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood."
(187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into
stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? My juice
among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath
dcxlviii.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to
him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up
on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be
innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by
reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off
deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the
desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the
form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..Then the captain looked on her [and she
pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to
her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her
clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the
cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that
the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave
me to despair?.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him
what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them
up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and
disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this
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plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had
never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive
Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him,
"Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the
treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So
Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is
accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold
to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.The
billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and
viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it
is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in
amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said
to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will
put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle."
Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer,
where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah,
thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace,
overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!'
One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is
in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and
said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a
company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam
cxlvi.When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay
hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he
swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the
Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never
forget him my dear!".63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keenground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own
house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon
quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my
little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may
look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt
prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth,
(252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of
the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".The Eleventh
Day..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad],
there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as
he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a
goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying,
his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth
concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;'
whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the
Sixteen, ii. 117..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.Selim abode in the governance, invested with
the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife]
ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he
appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife
and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of
the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman
approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to
me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up
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into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her
face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up
into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,'
answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a
stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench
my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off
her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed
the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh,
said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii.
141, 157..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed
the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and
questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and
of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming
on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate
Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover,
he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..112.
Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..When the prefect saw this, he
said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I
arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no
light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the
suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that
which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman
deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had
much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou
Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise,
mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O
woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed,
it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and
falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's
knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the
lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and
entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I
hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently
I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not
night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my
case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to
hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they
should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus
private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth,
sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the
measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war
and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him
and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting
forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ?
? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never
credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman,
and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and
one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I
have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than
thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and
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waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him
and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against
mine enemy.'.Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was
ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none
hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter;
and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her
lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I
love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he,
"never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art
even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan
turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby
he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed
his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the
lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and
coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and
goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O
son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14)
this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..So saying, he sprang to
his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of
them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the
thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they
came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of
that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou
arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou
mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house,
seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up
prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented;
whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of
him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of
that place..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.Next morning, he again
took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on
account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed]
dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched
grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he
recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had
shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make
the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the
Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth
Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them
in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before
them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played,
and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a
thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave
of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my
wishes I attain),.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then
she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute
and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.The eunuch thanked him and
blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him,
'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the
youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where
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the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he
abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he
passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at
him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the
like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness!
How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of
King, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..When the damsel (215) saw
me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I
gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love
with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and
deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is
she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself
and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass
from friend to friend..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that
astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with
his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from
the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host;
nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men.
Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like
camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to
the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ?
? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi
dclxii.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? My heart
bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.So the king bade fetch the
old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And
the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his
saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect
of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the
outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its
outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said,
'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and
prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou
wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst
was a boring worm..When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him
her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the
Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife
abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O
my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in
joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who
was lost years agone..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou
thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh
direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an
affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our
faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after
which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth
damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and
the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.After this the king sat,
with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the
viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and
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the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are
straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of
grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there
had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth
he who ensueth haste repent.".Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed
the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length
of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and
said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him."
But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of
the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the
Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God
prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he
presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed
this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel
and the froward!".King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Meanwhile, the wind carried the
two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of
the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son,
giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy,
for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the
king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs
prospered..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..21.
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