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When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God al one knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in al that is past and was foredone

vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the
company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the
kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him along
while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the
hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she
returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good!
Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".Then | sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou
art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not,"
and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here awhole year, not going forth." And | said, "I am content to submit to
whatsoever pleaseth thee. If | have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency.” He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to
do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So | winked to
my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we
halt till we had |eft the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said |, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?' And he said,
"Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he
was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..? ?? ? ?y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Asfor the singer, when his [stay in the
oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down,
beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! Thisis my friend the druggist, who dealt
kindly with me and wrought me fair and | have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the
first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof
and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him athief. Now the house in
question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, ‘Thou art athief.' 'Nay,'
answered he, 'l am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. | heard your voices and came to sing to you."."Twere better and meeter thy presence to
leave, ii. 85..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee
for many years' service and thou hast not failed him aday of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without
thy permission.” And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch'’s story, he was
exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the
affairs of hiskingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us
out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her
speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, ‘O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, |
would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that
there is not her match on the face of the earth." And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, | [also] have amind to see her." Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'l saw
her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that thereis not in the world a fairer
than she. Indeed, this Queen El Ancais become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said,
'‘By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], thereis not her like in the world!" Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the
affair isasyesay, | will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..When
the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to hislodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his
house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].?THE THIRD OFFICER'S

STORY .Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail,
freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses flesh. When he discovered this
default, he regjoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he
cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O dink-thief!" So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these
words, O cuckold? Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, "What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest
meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down
nought for it? Quoth the lackpenny, "Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!" Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said,
'O Muslims, thisfellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.’.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides
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ccexcii.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, Therelief of God the Most High is
near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.’ So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. '‘By Allah," said the head,
'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to
her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted
her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon
the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute
and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.So
the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the
thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now | have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and
thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!" Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art aman and | am awoman; and in thy hand isaknifeand | am
afraid of thee." Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me." So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, ‘Art thou a woman and he aman? Mar
his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, | will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him
in sunder.’ So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, | owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me." And he
fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said,
‘Abide in thy placetill the morning, and thou shalt see wonders." And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of
him and he swooned away..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and
wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas
repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. ‘Dear my son,’ answered the king, 'l did with thee
that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another
hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but | will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me." Quoth the prince, 'What isit?
And hisfather said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and | shall become the
property of one who will provide for my support,’ "Who will buy thee of me," asked the prince, 'seeing thou art avery old man? Nay, do thou rather

my loved ones al are ta'en from me away..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Y emameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many aweakling orphan
unsuccoured doth remain,.78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife ccexc.End of val. 11..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for
indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh,
what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and | held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas |
thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room
in waging war with him and | will ransom thee with myself? And | said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou? Quoth he, 'Thisis no time for
thy questions." Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais,
"Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn histidings and question him of hiscase." "It iswell," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's
presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ?? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with
verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent.. The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es
Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea
and thence driving them) towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. Asfor one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts
found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk
that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of hislove for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake,
and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On thiswise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they
crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..Hardly had we
settled ourselvesin the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying,
"Hath any one passed by thee?' "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke,
when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and
we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we
repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress..When the prefect saw this, he
said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till | came to myself,] when |
arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair isno
light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the
suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that
which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst | said in myself, "Indeed, the woman
deceived me not.”.Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and
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to-morrow night | will be with thee again." "Far beit!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane,
gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will
drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a
slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up
and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".Now there was in the house afair singing-girl and when she saw the
singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling
with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, ‘Do thou swive
me and | will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and | will do.' But she said, 'l fear
that, [if | loose thee], thou wilt not do. But | will do, and thou standing; and when | have done, | will loose thee." So saying, she pulled up her
clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget hisliege lord's love! And how Of all
things in the world should | forget the love of thee?.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed
and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed hisfeet. Then
the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special
favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto
himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there
came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) isall, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his
vizier..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me," and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he
examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was
like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from
all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not
made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. Asfor the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but
because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, isit with me; | too have a deferred term, which | shall attain, and a period which | shall
accomplish, and | trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".The merchant believed her and she took
leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart athousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he
should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop
and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his sal utation and entreated him with honour and
seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter.” "O
my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and
the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither isit
seemly in theg; if | be content with her, how should thisirk thee?' So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower
precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her
away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to
him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man,
and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion? ' It iswell,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persiaare
skilled in physiognomy (23) and | saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are
enamoured of aman and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, | saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore | knew that the patient was
her husband. Asfor his strangerhood, | observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore | knew that she was
astranger; and in the mouth of the phial | espied ayellow rag, (25) whereby | knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she
cameto me on thefirst day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and
eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On thiswise | was directed and
guessed that which thou hast heard.'.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his
wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon
he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no
knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O
vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?' And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in

Controller's Story xxvii.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier isleasing and his innocence will appear,
even asthat of the pious woman appeared.” Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's
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Story deccexxxviii.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, thisis none other than a pleasant tale!
Tell methy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my nameis Aboulhusn el Kheliaand that my
father died and left me wealth galore, of which | made two parts. One | laid up and with the other | betook myself to [the enjoyment of the
pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did | leave
one but | caroused with him and he with me, and | spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of
the first half of my good]; whereupon | betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom | had wasted my wealth, so haply they
might provide for my case; but, when | resorted to them and went round about to them all, | found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much
asacrust of bread in my face. So | wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends;
if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then | brought out
the other haf of my money and bound myself by an oath that | would never more entertain any, except one night, after which | would never again
salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!" For that | will never again foregather with thee,
after this night.".One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the
boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself,
whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Y ounus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by
the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of
the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of
aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac €l Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed
the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, alutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the
like of her grace, and indeed | was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the
trouble. So now | desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else | will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, ‘Go before me to thy
barrack, till | come to thee and see her.".???? ? | fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and
dain..So | arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and
gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. | refused and she opened it and brought meinto the
vestibule. As soon as | had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till | go in to the dlave-girls and cause
them enter a place where they shall not seeme." "It iswell," answered | and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment,
after which she returned to me, without aveil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So | arose and went in after her and we gave not
over going till we entered a saloon. When | examined the place, | found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without
symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was afoul smell init..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'l purpose
to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her
daughter, saying, 'l will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked
her and promised to uphold al that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he
went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the
backs of camels..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know
that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong
yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this
incident is athing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and
questioned me of my lineage; so | set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding.” And he
offered me [his daughter in] marriage. | consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened
on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that | am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that

? ¢. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger? And he answered,
'Yes." Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is[apart] of religion;" and the
understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which | have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and |
would fain give thee awarning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, ‘and may God strengthen thine affair!" Then said the cook, 'Know, O my
son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him
and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it iswell;] but, if not, look thou
procureit, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!" rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me whereit is sold? And
the cook said, 'With meis all that thou seekest thereof." 'l s there away for me to seeit? asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said,
'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'l desire better than this." Whereupon he opened a door and
entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.". Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own
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country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was
with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the
eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly,
the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told
him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had
dlain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..? ????1. The
Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY ..How long shall | thus question my heart that's drowned
inwoe?iii. 42..Anif my substance fail, no one thereis will succour me, i. 6..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders
spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and
pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each
member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before hisface, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions.
The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad
in the air..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they
made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most
delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all
that hath come down to as of their story.”.?? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business
all,i. 48..Thy lossisthe fairest of all my heart'swoes, iii. 43..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..Then the girl went away,
running, after her mistress, whereupon | left the shop and set out after them, so | might see her abiding-place. | followed after them all the way, till
she disappeared from mine eyes, when | returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me.
| refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth |, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait]
till 1 try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with
thistill | return to thee." So | took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, | traded with the
money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it].."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not
from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who isit | shall fear,
because of falsehood? Indeed, | have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the
creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is
his story?' "O king," replied the youth,.If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief

sable sheen..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls
and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the
slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards." So those who were present withdrew and there
remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170)
furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute
and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.19.

fear..? ??? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..Then she took |eave
of meand | of her, after | had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and | abode expecting the
appointed day, till it came, when | arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have
me go home with him. So | accompanied him to his house] and when | came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth
to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat | was sore disquieted. Then he was
absent till sundown, and | was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and | passed my night on wake, nigh upon desth,
for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God
before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her
husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the
simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or
pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent
and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, ‘Let not thy heart be troubled: |

kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth;
wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, "Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it
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behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the
weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. Asfor thee,
O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common
people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses]
‘And make me avizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could avizier have been dispensed withal, M oses ben Imran had been worthier

she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kissiit; but she snatched it
from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, | had said that there was not in the world the like of me;
but now | have found my dinar (180) in the craft but adanic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent
of skill than I This very day will | carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou
wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the
Faithful, do not thou forget me!" And she replied, saying, ‘Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified." So
he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..When the Baghdadis saw this succour
that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of
the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. Asfor Saad, he foregathered
with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from
his charger and Saad said to him, " O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due isincumbent upon us and upon our
Sultan; so go thou with usto the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place | took
horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that | am a
stranger intheland.".? ? ? ? ?t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccecexceviii.?THE THIEF'S STORY ..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement
of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to
mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'l| beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so | may return to my palace and that my
high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a
dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was
afountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] alittle door. She opened the door and found herself in along
passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with amosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were
four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the
understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its
justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, | will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation. (233) Then he entreated
him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, ‘Needs must the man of understanding
company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier,
"is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in
Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirsto accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth
and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and
saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took
leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and
rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of
his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory
and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over
them..The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, "Wrought ever any the like of this device? And they
marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more
extraordinary..There was once a man of the drapers, who had afair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her
coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but
availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he
was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union
between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a
turban-cloth of finelinen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ??"How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have | quaffed! | make my
moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine.”
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