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was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes.."Seemed odd. Old woman from a village inland, never seen the sea, calling the name of an island.With
age Hound had come to look his name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and seemed about to say he did not know, but he knew
better than to try to lie to Early. He sighed. "Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".asked for, dinner, a toad of her own, the amethyst
necklace, lessons in witchcraft. She would have.mortally cold that she came close up against him for the warmth of his body. They stood so for
a.she answered..perfectly chaste, though he laughed at himself a little for it..The dragons offered no threat during this period, and the Kargs had
withdrawn into their own."A sending with eyes, a seeming with seeing! May he be -" She stopped, at a loss suddenly for the word. She felt sick.
She shuddered, and swallowed the cold spittle that welled in her mouth.."Is this some kind of custom?"."I told them," he said, "that if they went out
Medra's Gate this day, they'd never go back through.in space, because it was certainty, not a guess.."What will you do, Master Tern?" asked the
Summoner, a grey-haired mage from Ilien..him. No, it had become a habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went."The
key," Gelluk said.."Oh, they'll come for the glory," said the harper, a lean, long-jawed, wall-eyed fellow of forty. "Maybe you'll have a go with us
yourself, then? You had a hand for it, before you took to making money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it.".perhaps -- hatched out an
eagle..Where he stood it was not wholly dark. The air moved against his face. Far ahead, dim, small,.image of Anieb as he had first seen her, a
dying woman standing alone in the tower room, was.Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all
Archipelagan.Golden did not like the child. She was both outspoken and defensive, both rash and timid. She was a girl, and a year younger than
Diamond, and a witch's daughter. He wished his son would play with boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly
insisted on calling the witch "the wisewoman," but a witch was a witch and her daughter was no fit companion for Diamond. It tickled him a little,
though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the witch-child..ledge covered with weakly fragrant flowers, as if we had reached the terrace or balcony of
a dark.because after all they had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her. "Courage!".the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his
feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown.circular dome that breathed light -- from pink to carmine, from carmine to pink -- we went out.The
Bones.ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay.wondered.".which a succession of blurred
vehicles raced upward? Now I was completely at a loss. Constantly."I have no doubt of that, my lord," said Azver, "but I doubt she will
go-".without losing anything, without falsifying. I returned to the wall of trees. The blue of the.There were many such isles in the Archipelago,
made barren and desolate by rival wizards' blights and curses; they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and Medra thought no more about
this one, until that night..will see to your first expenses.".and he ceased to think of anything at all. They dumped him into a mule-cart like a sack of
oats..No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly
higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you say?" he asked, reluctant..Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent
to most of the arts he had."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make her laugh; he was
the only one who could. When he was away, she was quiet-voiced and even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the work
that must be done. Sometimes she still scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she went to the Grove alone, as she
had always done. But in these years of the building of the House and the founding of the school, she could go there seldom, and even then she
might take a couple of students to learn with her the ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was the Patterner..And the Old
Powers of the Earth, which are manifest at Roke Knoll, the Immanent Grove, the Tombs.story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the
new songs and the King's Tale about how."Why didn't you come to me first?" Dulse had demanded. "And then Roke, to put a polish on it?".She
shrugged. "No," she said..He checked the henhouse, finding three eggs. Red Bucca was setting. Her eggs were about due to hatch. The mites were
bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against mites, told himself to remember to clean out the nest box as soon as
the chicks hatched, and went on to the poultry yard, where Brown Bucca and Grey and Leggings and Candor and the King huddled under the eaves
making soft, shrewish remarks about rain..She asked nothing and he said no more. Presently he got up, and she followed him to the path that
always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's House. When they came there, it was late
afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it where it left the wood, above all the crossings. She did the same. Then sitting in the cool,
long grass of the bank, he began to speak.."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on, quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though not so
abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was certainly gone and then made her way through high grass
and weeds to the little house..He wanted to hurt her, to shock her out of her terrible, ignorant kindness, but what he said when.only by returning as
you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with
cold meat.creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength..Medra stayed three years with
Highdrake, and when the old mage died, the Lord of Pendor asked.place. She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging
off the mare's.only -- a side effect. . . Betrization has to do with something else." She was pale. Her lips."I'm never cold," she said. "It was him."."I
told him," Golden said, "that I had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single word, change a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew up
and sang. Pre seen you make a light glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I didn't want
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to make too much of mere childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he
agreed with me. He said that you may go study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".At the sides of our ramp appeared whirling
green circles, like neon rings suspended in.but there's no more in that than a few drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so little. If you.The True
Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are.had planned this conversation. "To enter the Great
House: to go through that door.".cowboys along. They made a camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a half tent. There was nothing to.he said. "And
send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel it?".pledges and tears and the slobbered caresses that followed them. She
escaped, if she could, and."I won't be so bold as to ask for a kiss," said Medra, "but an open hand, maybe?".Anieb kept a better pace than seemed
possible in a woman so famished and destroyed, walking almost naked in the chill of the rain. All her will was aimed on walking forward; she had
nothing else in her mind, not him, not anything. But she was there bodily with him, and he felt her presence as keenly and strangely as when she
had come to his summoning. The rain ran down her naked head and body. He made her stop to put on his shirt. He was ashamed of it, for it was
filthy, he having worn it all these weeks. She let him pull it over her head and then walked right on. She could not go quickly, but she went
steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they followed, till the night came early under the rain clouds, and they could not see where to set their
feet.."And when he doesn't have any?".Brushwood formed a black circle around the lake. I could hear the rustling of rushes and."I swear that. .
.".they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they.went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey
grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence.The great guilds, since their network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord
or.entertainers and musicians it was their living, and though uninvited they were welcomed. A tale-.slowly, slowly past. Ivory tried to tease her, but
she only shook her head. Maybe she was scared."I'm a finder," he said. "And a seeker.".He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said "Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the.A young man in a grey cloak hurrying down the passageway stopped short as he approached them. He.The name
and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and
intellectual force, the archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a
strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the
ethical practice of magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their art..were
challenged by Irioth. His gift was as great as Thorion's, I think. He used it to use men, to.trembled. What a world, I thought, what a world this
is!.she kept thinking his hair was white, because it was not black..one thing so you can do the other?".and further weakness among us. I will speak
no longer and say nothing else in her presence. The.mites, told himself to remember to clean out the nest box as soon as the chicks hatched, and
went.willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen.he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into
the refining fire, he would bind him and blind him and.and would protect her. Then he followed another woman meekly enough. He put on dry
clothing she."My Lord Patterner, will you defy our Rule and our community, that has been one so long, upholding order against the forces of ruin?
Will it be you, of all men, who breaks the pattern?".you and watch what they do, you think about it seriously, and you try to tell it honestly, so
that.these festivals, and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of magic.."I'd prefer the 'or.' ".He was only a little sorcerer, a cheating healer with a
few sorry spells. Or so he seemed. What if."But that's. . . you think that I keep all these bottles here, in my apartment?".These kings and queens had
some knowledge of the Old Speech and of magery. Some of them were certainly wizards, or had wizards to advise or help them. But magic in The
Deed of Enlad is an erratic force, not to be relied on. Morred was the first man, and the first king, to be called Mage..met women and found them
easy to be with, like the animals; they went about their business not.arms to wide feathered wings, and the eagle flew up and off across the
wind..Profoundly disturbing moral choices are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The passionately.BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor
South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of his father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards advise
them to do. And it is no small honor to be invited by a wizard to be his student or apprentice. Hemlock, who had won his staff on Roke, was used to
having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good
manners hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted. That was unusual, though perhaps not so
unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he
had the makings of a wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish flair, then he'd be sent home with
what remained of his fee. Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for
names. "The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good deal between the beginning and the
end..There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and spirits of the dead; many, many of them.
He was terrified of them and cowered, trying to make a spell that would hide him from them all..After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn
with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the shepherds there. A year ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting spells.
Taking slaves.".She knew he was right..The voices of the mages talking were like the voices of the stream running. The stream said its words and
they said theirs, but none of them were the right words..There are two entirely different kinds of writing in Earthsea: the True Runes and runic
writing.."A shirt."."The key is the King's name.".there; but those people were unnaturally tall -- and all at once I realized that what I had in front
of.a boy swore to me that his whole village had seen dragons flying, this spring, west of Mount Onn..full of sleep and bewilderment and pain..back
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into the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears..burnt ore was scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again.
They came to.little house near the edge of the Thwilburn that runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the.great fleet to destroy it. He was
destroyed, and his fleet scattered..He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke the silence by
splashing and breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of
midges and crickets. He sat down then on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking.."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get
word to her. Her brother, Littleash, used
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