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SECRET MACHINATIONS A NOVEL VOL II
? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and

service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the

troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable

dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the

divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the

town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and

burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his

daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the

rich man and his wasteful heir.".The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and

sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard

and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took

the eunuch also and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast

done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the

reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour,

whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example

among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast

trampled my head with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.? ? ? ? ? Who art thou,

wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..45. The Man who

stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto

her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from

her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad

her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took

patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he

came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and

Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Brother of

En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.Officer's Story,

The Second, ii. 134..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to

the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.When the king

heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put

him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..The First Day..Clemency, Of, i. 120..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's

Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her

husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a

baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man

and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew

that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi,

thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou

guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit

the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate."."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless

and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the

Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he

recited the following verses:.On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and

covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this

story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.48. The Thief and the

Money-Changer ccxliv.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And

eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle

than dust; (115) our trusty fere.158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft

cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him

the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case
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and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will

wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it

may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance."

Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and]

understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God

the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and

He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe

from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more

extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? m. The

Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King

Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing

her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless

hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah,

art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them.

This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet

and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..When the king heard these

words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and

I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".Thereupon they all dismounted and

putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held

his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his

liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to

him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then

he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man

Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of

Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his,

i. 301..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events;

for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is

this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor,

possessing not a single dirhem.".Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with

Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal,

like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh

sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh

to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245)

Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body

and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them,

'Protection!'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.Officer's Story, The

Twelfth, ii. 179..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published

without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the

printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a

translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most

laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be

discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment

or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and

Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the

Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest

thanks..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..Then she arose and going in to the

king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to

him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know

not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath

done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless
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woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she

said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair,

do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched

him.'.Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning

me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for

two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a

bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I

reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.Then

they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes

with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.The Twelfth

Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..130. Abulhusn ed

Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off

into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came

down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have

fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell

a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for

that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found

themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and

whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past

count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to

the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier,

sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).His hospitality

pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite

thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other

than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my

story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail."

The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my

lord, that.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to

complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which

five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144)

passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture,

beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat

him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of

beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and

caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my

son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore

to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of

carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he

rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..The old man

betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter,

which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all

that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he

relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till

they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.18. Ardeshir and

Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..THE BOOK OF

THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the

servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will

presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the

headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy

leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him
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will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..When the evening

evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and

obedience. Know, O august king, that.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my

bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a

dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of

honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his

city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy

slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy

good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me,"

Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did

with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".? ? ? ? ?

Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ?

? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Now the king's son was

playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So

they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death.

Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear,

said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss]

of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face

and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So

he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..Death, The Man whose Caution was

the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in

dreams I lay?.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon

Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed

himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's

bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the

Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?"

"No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there

remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl

bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he

should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and

turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it

And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart

forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust

upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A

madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the

boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the

chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to

speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not

severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii."By Allah, he treadeth no

carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as

follows:].Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to

thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three,

sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132)

and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth

bear..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND

NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the

life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her,

as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El

Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it

upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..? ?
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? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us

with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,."O king," answered the youth, "there is no

great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to

the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no

clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening

of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the

king. "O king," answered the youth,.We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go."

Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she

said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee

fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said,

"O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then

she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High

for that which she had done..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people

of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the

mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may

get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his

head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he

accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found

him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.When

they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their

case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up,

crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and

this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour,

saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.'

Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended]

slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in

favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the

Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.Then said he to them

one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and

gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog

and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar

[when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth

[when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the

youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's

son who fell in love with the picture.".34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and

setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and

when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near

the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house,

where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to

favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted,

sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy

memory from my spright..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the

mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance].

We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank

of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be

saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he

mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again

into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his

sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee

and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and
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agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which

had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven

chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth

of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the

Afrit..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her

make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us

another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the

flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory

and washed..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten

them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute,

but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of

the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of

thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee

drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his

throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician

saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his

ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard

speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a

man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the

remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would

aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the

pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport

thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter

of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in

that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..148. The

Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those

that behold..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall

lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love

me ye disdain?"].? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us

together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his

dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and

embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he

is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile,

they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..When the king saw this, he cried out and

his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but

a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and

lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a

pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia

and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of

the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I

leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought

[of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they

might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much

as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends;

if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out

the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again

salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee,

after this night.".? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry

plight..41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.When

thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi
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and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water,

for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its

place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it

and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of

linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my

guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye

see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding

desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused

public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three

days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and

behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to

departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's

journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was

straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in

you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent

and bid my tears be dried..Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to

his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in

the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found

it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and

disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop,

whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he

took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.? ? ? ?

? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..Tither, The Unjust

King and the, i. 273..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and

despite, ii. 196..So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred

dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the

morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none

other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls

with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to

thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a

good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason

of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this

bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st

my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou

art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw

her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode

to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the

streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say,

"Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she

said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of

thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to

me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn

over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for

wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him."."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave

myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it

long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up

the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with

a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in

difficult and dangerous case..?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM

TO HIM.
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