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ST JUSTIN OR THE HOUR OF TRIAL A ROMANCE VOL II
When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves
from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy
dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein.
Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of."
When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him,
"How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab
(228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was
aye..?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..On this wise she
abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and
straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her
embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,'
whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the
matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder
youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and
she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.Officer's Story, The
Eleventh, ii. 175..Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he
went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went
and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who
came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here,
ii. 234..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her
not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban
and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and
abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote
upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She
came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the
clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever
in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered
of the privities..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".43. The Man
of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble
for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and
praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and
made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case
and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek
leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he
sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel
and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought
her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode
with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each
other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had
said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God
the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain, ii. 95..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering
mind..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman,
and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the
other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but
the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and
helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its
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people suffered of straitness and oppression.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem
profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself
and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and
sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will
sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and
left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou
sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it
abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.The Fourth Day..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth
near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's
words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon
and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the
pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come
forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke
not, but bore with patience that which betided him..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes,
betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath
been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went
away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning
her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the
most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and
wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him,
"O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste
and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking
them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and
depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without
having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the
earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy
mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble
together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that
she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to
him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon
Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who
were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she
said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth
I, "remember me!".She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..The Nineteenth Night of the
Month..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour
I implore..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth
officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..When his father saw the strength of his determination to
travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two
serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and
returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his
loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling
clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied
forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and
belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him
would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O
youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).Presently, his father and his mother
heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold,
therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily
in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.'
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Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the
merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the
king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By
Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep
my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house
shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..There came one
day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great
with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the
city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and]
showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of
him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her
absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had
taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.? ? ? ? ?
Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.Officers of Police, El
Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail,
iii. 136..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding
might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from
under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and
rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the
village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him,
how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..Then said he to her, 'By Allah,
thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in
to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity,
notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also
loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort
every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake
of making a show before the folk..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door.
Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered
and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof."
And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my
lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and
indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a
soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells
aright. (39).Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he
sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his
colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a
knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast
dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected
[alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..We abode thus till the setting-in of the
time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my
pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of
silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened."
Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us,
thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and
presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..He found it every way complete and saw
therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency,
and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the
black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels
sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made
accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance
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waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a
third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND
GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.Merchant
and his Sons, The, i. 81..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They
prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among
creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I
weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the
names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her,
'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why
didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that
thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no
more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at
the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true
no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell
a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then
she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..The old
woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad
him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his
body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he
ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the
land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.So Abdulmelik went away to his house,
whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what
had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of
this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he
wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of
marriage..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you,
arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel
to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost
wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the
following story]..There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a
daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a
fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in
himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah
Khatoun..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and
said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have
been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him.
(235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute,
whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on
wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that
she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he
said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that
what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she
had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..There
was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he
commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they
both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at
all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he
heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul
prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto
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presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read
what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be
patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the
love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers]
saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell
to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of
the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep
not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth
a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still
unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? The absent ones'
harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Lo, since the day I
left you, O my masters, iii. 24..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a
by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its
ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth
thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst
thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire
and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the
air,.Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is
reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it
was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who,
when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee,
demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me,
for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen
us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old
woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house
and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So
the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the
wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers,
she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..The prince thanked them and said to them,
'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the
Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my
mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined
they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them
brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the
city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered
those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and
sowing and the like..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a
thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess,
God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to
sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to
them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance
should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son,
and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and
assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between
Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to
the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was
cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days'
grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow
we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a
garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of
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the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die.
Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my
heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of
easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the
house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and
said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for
sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of
the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to
his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and
the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to
the Commander of the Faithful..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village,
and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to
the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it?
Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be
taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon
he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering
in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have
patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this
day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En
Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my
man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of
you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik,
"What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed
from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own
destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third
of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab
recited the following verses:.So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to
him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those
whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content
thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with
the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the
abode of peace.".? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..The
news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her;
so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of
her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his
treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest
of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have
patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what
lacked of the dowry]..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of
thee..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.There was once,
of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers
bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this
prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he
answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after
the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him
with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..? ? ? ? ? Thy
letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Damascus (Noureddin
Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots
not to repine."
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