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STORIES OF CHIVALRY AND ROMANCE
When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El
Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech."
All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the
nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her
mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and
venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said
and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..When Er Razi
heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him,
he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that
which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine
absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money
we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we
will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this
chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but
found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the
woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife,
did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise
they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the
morrow..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..Now it befell, by the
ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went
forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of
them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he
arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend
into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see
Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on
him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above
them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and
El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a
story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with
him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..One day, Ishac let bring all who
were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a
cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw
that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the
world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.Tai, En
Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked
of that whereon he's bent!.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth
the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over
besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the
first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me,
"Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell
with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son
El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with
him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade
and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the
city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert
himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons.
They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the
goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring
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him news of them..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.?THE FOURTEENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..?
? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.?
? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And
true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us
divide..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..There was once a man who
was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by
night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man
aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he
went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end
of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed
and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she
rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had
with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy
coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and
went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she
gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the
bath..An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the
completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which
he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to
my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and
marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore
and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came
forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in
compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of
the damsel..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..One of the
good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and
gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so
much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed
his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his
cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a
quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny
entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode
perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon
everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..When the
king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the
former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a
stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these
perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste
to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his
term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish,
and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..Sabir
(Abou), Story of, i. 90..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a
wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman
presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men
and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no
glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets
and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor
going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure
thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh,
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laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also
and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said,
"Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with
her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might
condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but
Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and
affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her
with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before
him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein
and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain
and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier
heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him
who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what
prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man,
(117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.43. The Man of Yemen and his six
Slave-girls cccxxxiv.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety;
whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous
dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred
head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben
Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of
honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..The Lady Zubeideh answered
him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle
of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other,
I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander
of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and
stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif
and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said
to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee."
And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El
Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot]
bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment;
(83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My
expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife
and the Parrot dcccclxxx.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh
is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am
in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the
tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might
hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the
following verses:.God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of
the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned].
When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before
himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach,
thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee,
we had repented.'.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd
grown a name of wonderment..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces,
whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of
severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away
with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us."
Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the
lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their
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[other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith.
So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise
befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew
the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy
station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer
him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and
their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a
Dream dcxliv.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL
MILAH. (1).?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.Seventh
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE
ASS..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of
him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and
freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed
them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there.
Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so
that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess
was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the
throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to
her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the
severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.Solomon, David and, i. 275..Khelbes and his Wife and the
Learned Man, i. 301..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he
and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the
old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff
in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and
God the Most High prosper thee!".When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts
from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the
days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.She passed the night in his lodging and
when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch
me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden
him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to
Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the
flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he
had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled
aye..I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the
morrow, so we may look into his affair.".117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of
Poor Folk cccclxiv.There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with
his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that
he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32)
one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried
figs..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all
athirst for love and longing pain.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? For no
hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.11.
The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other
kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be
consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him
and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High
delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By
Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the
Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary
adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they
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did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that
the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased
themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He
ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding
joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the
astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel
gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..? ? ? ? ?
So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..The Twenty-Sixth Night of
the Month..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy
craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.There was
once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars;
whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor
did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such
a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of
the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days'
delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he
went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the
fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway
clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First
Brother ci.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then
he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased
to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw
that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain
had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So
the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain
and slew him..138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi
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