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When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between

thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my

pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and

there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me with their company neither

give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself

upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside them.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor cclii.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and

prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none

other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was

convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his

prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate

and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not

[going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and

the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions

(27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and

Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas

(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are

extolled and my glory and station rank high..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing

and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this

trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep

money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was

spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste

to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto

her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second

and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the

talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to

him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I

shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she

desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and

when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered

the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to

thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary

thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and

put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward

and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world

and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs

nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and

causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and

now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not

over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!'

The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who

said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come

to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with

one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the

vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass."."There was once a man of

Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's

eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and
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to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his

father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of

improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out

on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..When she had made an end of her

song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With

my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him

is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind,

mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill

myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".? ? ? ?

? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..The dealer stood at her

head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve

hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I

will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her

name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant

for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with

her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and

said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell

thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust

myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.And the king bade him depart to his own

house..106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of

harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather

together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number

(according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided

[the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place;

so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad

news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his

tribe..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where

my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted

Springs dcccclxxxvi.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had

passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again

burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary

story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and

nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in

wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from

that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up

their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that

his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor

dlvi.Asleep and Awake, i. 5..77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes

and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a

city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled

with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was

no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was

[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and

the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup

of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said,

"It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of

the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the

king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I

die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with

me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my
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longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.Then he

kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into

their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their

readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off

their heads!".Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.?

? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth

Brother clx.Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house,

knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So

he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty.

Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and

said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out

came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and

going away, passed the night in his lodging..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I

bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Officer's Story,

The Third, ii. 137..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..The Eleventh Day..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and

the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide

between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and

that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the

morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at

that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about

examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his

children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..? ? ? ? ? Those

who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Lavish of House and Victual to one

whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I

feel..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder

youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And

El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till

he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out,

saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none

succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts

of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Were not the darkness still in

gender masculine, iii. 193..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been

assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving

wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the

Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and

sang the following verses:.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to

pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a

numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son

and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the

child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying,

'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his

crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters

and presents with him..Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel

other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which

there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I

endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat

me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and

her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and

charged me serve none of the folk.".The Nineteenth Night of the Month..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search

the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after
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stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart

stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and

call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it

[thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me,

"Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my

lodging..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Then they

accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand

dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price

reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him

to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold

and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to

every means of livelihood its folk.'.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no

way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er

Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself

before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send

for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him

and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's

enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him

of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him

hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied

thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,."O king," answered the youth, "if

there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked

viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to

revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my

slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the

delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my

slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with

the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing],

for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the

destined term of] his life.".So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he

redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of

ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and

doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant,

"What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the

Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".In my soul the fire of

yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what

while the stars abide..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with

child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he

were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that

place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we

carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they

wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag

and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of

the vine..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without

tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text

was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair:

the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic

scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties

presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of

the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat
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ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..The Khalif laughed

at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered

Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts.

One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades

and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on

companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and

cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about

to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother,

complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have

nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never

more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what

is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller

and his Son dlxxix.? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..Now the

treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of

the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When

the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's

favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken

and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which

there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,

to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and

slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make

ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where

he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and

went away..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I

sigh..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab

encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a

man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that

might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which

no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her

husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and

this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell

it thee.'.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with

brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness,

for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.Destiny, Of, i. 136..So he rose from his sleep and

finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream

in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my

mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and

this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again

and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother

to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only

from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story

of, i. 126..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him

back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know

your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do."

When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent

that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make

proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and

saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this,

and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE
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MERCHANT AND THE KING..On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he

repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man

returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then

they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The

wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.Then the Khalif went in to the Lady

Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?"

"O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart;

but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my

sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the

Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady

Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the

following verses:.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? Upon the table

of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).Moreover, he assembled the

sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into

many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious

obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs

of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and

their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm

and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I

forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who

reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..105. Ali

Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.129. The King of the Island

cccclxxix.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with

whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his

house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of

instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what

not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he

had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble

them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.? ? ? ? ?

Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.They ate and drank and

sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought

with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me,

for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of

him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to

him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where

hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak

and, i. 195..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So,

when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew

it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his

wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ?

Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..?STORY OF THE

FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE.
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