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109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi

dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.So the wicked man

attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance,

and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late]

skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man

before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the

wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified

Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from

him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit,

look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief .

cccclxxxv.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this,

besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to

his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the

other said,.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of

him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to

do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old

woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and

told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen

answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof

they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but

patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in

God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this

matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the

woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and

she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till

I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and

was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and

went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but

unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..? ? ? ? ? My heart

bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.When El Aziz had sat awhile,

he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons,

five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast

over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire

concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor

boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes

and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at

them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these

are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him

neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and

thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the

morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to

condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her,

"Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as

I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to

know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building

of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its

building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass."

So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as
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I awaited her..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad

with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By

Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair,

and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases

and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise

for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto

Him who sleepeth not!.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..After this the king sat, with his son by his

side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to

them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It

sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is

the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father,"

quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee

this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth

haste repent.".So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and

whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain

place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode

alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I

dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and

reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to

rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it

entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.The king

approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his

younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the

knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair

was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and

the kingship..23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..Fair patience use, for ease still

followeth after stress, iii. 117..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.Viziers, The Ten, i.

61..The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more

extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE

BARMECIDES. (84).Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a

waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed

and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and

its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about

vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs

and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I

am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my

lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him];

and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the

slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her

somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the

night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls

had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she

be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she

abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health

and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment

to all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and

prone before her fall..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was

the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted

him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise,

wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on
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at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of

the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those

chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl,

bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the

doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich]

apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with

the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it

and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the

following verses:.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the

[God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and

whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he

espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a

window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again.

But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out,

was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his

eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First

my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me

not and endeavour was useless.'.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to

Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the

piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and

plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall

of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said,

"Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O

my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted

Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and

a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a

handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to

her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she

rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of

God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.As for

Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting

reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when

I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled

with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el

Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead

but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer

to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So

Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..Presently, up came a woman with a

phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and

he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was

magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it

and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs.

(22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines

contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.The

End..Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of

the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the

young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king,

said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom

thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and

offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth
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they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou

wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii.

17..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..4. The Three Apples lxviii.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..So the youth obeyed his

father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy

this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I

know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him

for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer

answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could

do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,

such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? a.

The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the

prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man

journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the

highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay

me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take

aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay

thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion

and degree?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.As the

eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and

saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul

inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I

am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous

to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her

in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her

father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no

dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart

rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I

know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my

boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and

carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.King who knew the Quintessence

of Things, The, i. 230..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el

Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to

thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him

who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?'

And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath

transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou

put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this

from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,

'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]

and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.'Twere

fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.13. Seif el

Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the

ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone

and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from

his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd

fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I

pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and

said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided

him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ?

a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of
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the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for

that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said

to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs

must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king

speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went

out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the

washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The

doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the

sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look

upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to

death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy

husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found,

except King Solomon it were? (141).STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER

RESHID..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded

that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the

mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house,

where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of

wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his

apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and

he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..61.

Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he

purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he

bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army,

despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his

army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy

took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil

plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves

concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab

dcccciii.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed

largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with

him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el

Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of

them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so

that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the

monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his,

i. 138..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my

passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the

Bath ccclxxxv.When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth.

"Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..? ? ? ? ? The raven

of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons

of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the

mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of

them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other

than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words

and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and

answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden

him..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second

Old Man's Story ii.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her

[constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it

what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and
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he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret

informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that

he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king

put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..So Belehwan the

froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told

years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him

forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King

Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been

bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou

soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance,

and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is

others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan,

'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O

king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say

sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh

upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is

for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while

El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in

God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had

been assigned him for his coming..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day

be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and

content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to

injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the

door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament."

And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his

mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words,

to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH

AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).? ?

? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards

and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came

with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may

keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and

we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and

ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and

carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast

her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be

Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great

repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and

eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap,

and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and

I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled

me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..At this Queen Es

Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May

God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon

quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her

commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the

kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and

jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So

Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and

herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking
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the lute, improvised the following verses:.The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a

lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do

not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an

instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave

thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now

complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not"

"Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,]

whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..God judge betwixt me and her lord!

Away, i. 48..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue

of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and

repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the

Physician Douban iv.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had

brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made

ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of

all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and

verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the

entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he

might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My

bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen

thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee

from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of

the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of

Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two

hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give

thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".167.

Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..When she had made an end of her verses, she

considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and

this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk

and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she

took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to

lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year,

and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the

folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets

wane..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand

dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which

is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master,

though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..17. The

Merchant of Oman cccliv.When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So

he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever

my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves

reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and

Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad!

Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and

may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But

Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single

combat..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the

pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he

should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to

his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were

prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her
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and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way

unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv
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