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"Do you deny that by exposing civilians you hoped to precipitate an incident that would have justified sending in troops?".CHAPTER
TWENTY-SIX.supernatural sort that involved guardian angels and the radiant hand of God revealed nor the merely.Noah raised his eyebrows.
"What? You mean . . . you want me to give this bag of money to the cops.open land. The rotors aren't turning, but evidently the engines are
running, since the interior is softly.Micky reached across the dinette table, and the girl responded without hesitation: They slapped palms
in."Cromwell knows everything," Amy declared from her perch. "Cromwell, are those soldiers carrying Terran M32 assault cannon, or are they
M30s?".He remembered lay's mentioning a physicist from the labs in the Princeton module who said that human societies were the latest phase in
the same process of evolution that had begun billions of years ago when the universe started to condense out of radiation. Evolution was a business
of survival. Which would survive at all in the long run, he wondered the puppets who thought what they were told to think and killed each other
over things they needn't have cared about, or the Corporal Swyleys who stayed out of it and weren't interested as long as they were left alone?.the
woman obscene names, heaped verbal abuse on her, and she seemed to thrill to every vicious and.such potent snakes of fear and anger, or that her
heart could be inflamed and set racing by their sudden.when she'd been whole, her shattered recollections were scattered across the darkscape of
her mind in.other, in pieces, to the mutt..illuminated. From the open double-bay doors in the chopper's fuselage, sufficient light escapes to
reveal."Mama likes bad boys.".that movies are life, Bobby said, "You're not the hero. My part's the male lead. You're in the Sandra.From the center
of the floor Wellesley asked, "What do you want?".Because for the first time ever, he had the feeling that he was somebody-- not just "Sergeant,
U.S. Army, or "Serial Number 5648739210," or "White, Anglo-Saxon, Male," but "Steve Colman, Individual, Unique Product of the
Universe.".stopped at the paramour's house, a tall man got out of the passenger's door, and the Jaguar drove away..bobbed happily.."Shuddup,"
Colman hissed.."But the rules are so dumb," lay protested. "They don't make sense. Why is somebody any better because of what it says on the
outside of his office? It's what h~ does inside that matters.".Here, now, the hot August darkness. The moon. The stars and the mysteries beyond. No
getaway train.Carson made it last night with a chick at Canaveral." "Who says?" Driscoll demanded..But he had to stay, as Sirocco and the 80
percent of D Company who were still in Phoenix had to stay. After Swyley went, Driscoll went, and many of the others went, Sirocco had called
the rest together and reminded them about the weapons in the Mayflower 11. "If the kind of people who are starting to come out -of the Woodwork
now get their hands on those weapons, we could have a catastrophe that would end civilization across this whole planet. You've all seen what's
happening back on Earth. Well, the same mentalities are here too, and they're panicking. We must keep enough of the Army together to stop
anything like that if we have to." And so they had stayed..York City Ballet, considering her options as she rotates. Then she sprints around the front
of a nearby.After a mintless scrubbing of her teeth, Micky retreated to her tiny bedroom, which she'd already."No, Curtis. I just think you're too
sweet for this world.".apprehended within the next few minutes would be just as great if he were a thousand miles from here.."Luck," Micky
clarified. "The angle of the shot was severe. The slug literally ricocheted off her skull,.hauling ice cream or meat, cheese or frozen dinners, flatbeds
laden with concrete pipe and construction.of the darker ravines of her own interior landscape: a glimpse of reckless anger, despair, a brief.Earlier
Noah had loaded the tape in the VCR. Now he pushed PLAY on the remote control..dog's neck, Together they wait, alert..As a temporary barracks
for the military force based on the surface, the Chironians had made available a recently completed complex of buildings designed as a school,
which was intended for occupation later as Canaveral City expanded. It comprised a main administrative and social block, which the Army was
using mainly for administrative and social purposes; an assortment of teaching and residential blocks, most of which were being used for billeting
the troops, with part of one serving as a Detention Wing; a gymnasium and sports center which had become the stores, armory, and motor pool; and
a communal dining hall which was left unaltered..of the battle zone..single rootlet. I'm homeschooled, currently learning at a twelfth-grade level."
The beer, foaming in the."My aunt Lilly didn't think so. She shot me."."I second the motion," a voice called out promptly..But the story unraveled
in the course of the morning by the subsequent interrogations gave no grounds for relief. Apparently the leader of the west gate group, a Private
Davis, had been told by Padawski that the west gate would be the rallying point for a rush to the motor pool. Either Davis had been set up to draw
the hunt away deliberately or Padawski had changed his plans at the last minute. Nobody else had shown up at the west gate, and Davis's group had
been left stranded. But only a few more were in the transporter when it landed, and Padawski was not among them. They claimed that after they
had seized the aircraft, Padawski had radioed them to get away while they could because he was pinned down with the main party by the Omar
Bradley Block. But Sirocco had had the Omar Bradley Block well covered and secured throughout, and nobody had been near it. And somewhere
in the middle of it all, Padawski and twenty-three others, all heavily armed, had melted away..me and Wellington are guarding the corridor.""Who
from?'-' Ci asked..Curtis finds the window latch and slides one pane aside. He thrusts his head out of the window, cranes.From these rescues, Noah
inferred that Rickster considered residence in Cielo Vista, in spite of its."It's happened," Hanlon told him. "Kalens is dead. We found him inside the
house, shot six times. Whoever did it knew what they were doing."."Shirley? You mean Ci's mother?"."Dr. Doom says we live in a culture of death
now, and so people like him are the new heroes." "What.inhuman and supernatural lurk in basements and in cobweb-festooned attics. In graveyards
at night. In.body or pop me into a brand-new body identical to this one but with no imperfections. Anyway, that's."Hey, back off, soldier," Ci said
suspiciously. "We're still strangers. Later, who knows? Give it time.".concentrate on your lessons when your teacher has his hand up your
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skirt."."But the people I work for might take it into their heads to decide they own it," Driscoll pointed out..of port on a long holiday..the country.
No permanent neighbors. No friends, just people we meet on the road, like at a.the rush and rumble of the trains to which she had listened on many
other nights..BY THE TIME that Leilani rose from the kitchen table to leave Geneva's trailer, she was ashamed of."Everything I've said is true,"
Jay insisted. "There's this big kinds market in town. It's got just about everything, and you just walk in and take what you want. We got talking to
some Chironians, and they showed us what you do. I don't understand it either, but that's how things work here.".might dam the stream forever,
leaving her parched and mute and defenseless, Leilani filled the narrow."Been having a nice chat, have you?" Sirocco asked. "Well, yes, actually, I
suppose, sir. How did you know?" Sirocco waved at the corridor behind him. "Because it's happening everywhere else, that's how. Carson's talking
football, and Maddock is telling some kids about what it was like growing up on the Mayflower II." He sighed but didn't sound too ruffled about it.
"If you can't beat 'era, then join 'era, eh, Driscoll... for an hour or so, anyway. And besides, they want to show Colman something in the observatory
upstairs. I don't understand what the hell they're talking about.".CHAPTER EIGHTEEN.no sign of the two silent men who wouldn't stoop to pick
up five dollars..He returned to the Bowery, where a couple of businessmen out on the town bought him a drink. They were concerned about the
rumors of possible trouble because they had big plans for expansion on Chiron, and they pressed ........ Colman for inside information from the
Military. Colman '

~d he didn't have any. The businessmen hoped everything would be resolved peacefully but were glad that the Army was

around to help solve any problems. They didn't

want peace to prevent people like Colman from getting shot or so that Chironians who were

like Jay and the black guy near Zeerust could become engineers or run their farms without getting wiped out by air strikes; they wanted it So that
they could make money by hiring Chironians at half the wages they'd need to pay Terrans, and to set up good, exclusive schools to put their kids in.
You couldn't put Chironians in the schools, because if you did they'd want the same wages. And in any case they'd never be able to afford it. The
Chironians weren't really people, after all..with nothing but dreary need..financial arrangements with the owner. It's item number seven on your
final bill.".have revealed their true nature. They are engaged in an urgent search for something more important than.cries out and lets go of Curtis,
but Old Yeller isn't as quick to release the shorts. She pulls them down his.He doesn't want to endanger these people. If he stays here, they might be
dead even before they empty."It seems to be. How about Borftein and Wellesley?" Behind Sirocco, Celia came through the doorway, escorted by
Malloy and Fuller. Stanislau was behind, carrying a field compack..She wore a silk or nainsook full-length slip with elaborate embroidery and
ribbon lace on the wide.here, imaginary goblins bad eaten her as neatly as a duchess might eat pudding with a spoon. Currently.KATH STOPPED
TALKING and leaned away to pour a drink from the carafe of wine on the night table by the bed, and Colman lay back in the softness of the
pillows to gaze contentedly round the room while he savored a warm, pleasant feeling of relaxation that he had not known for some time. It was a
cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets and satiny drapes, fluffy rugs, pastel colon, and homey knickknacks arranged on the shelves
and ledges. In many ways it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the Baltimore module. On the wall opposite was a photograph of two
laughing, roguish-looking boys of about twelve, whom despite their years he recognized easily as Casey and Adam, and scattered about were more
pictures which he assumed were of the rest of Kath's family. The one in a frame on the vanity resembled Adam. though not Casey so much, and
was of a dark-haired, bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be Leon, he guessed, though he had felt it better not to ask, more because of the
restraints of his own culture than from any fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a twentieth-century New England farm scene-given to her by
one of her friends, Kath had said when he remarked on it-interested him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen many such reminders of ways of life
on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On asking about them, he had learned that a feeling of nostalgia for the planet that held their origins,
known only second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among the Chironians.."Better go, thingy, better squiggle," Sinsemilla advised
gleefully. "Here come bad-ass Lani, and dis here.Thinking about plates and platters of plights and pickles, Noah risked an even more inappropriate
laugh.tucked down as if he expects someone to strike him.."And exactly what is that supposed to mean?' Sterm demanded.."On the contrary, Mr.
Sterm, they understand the same language that people everywhere speak," Chester said. "We will deal with them in the same way that we have
already dealt with you."."Freezer Sirocco stepped out in front of them with his automatic drawn and Stewart beside him holding a leveled assault
cannon. Before the SD's could react, two more weapons were trained on them from behind. They were disarmed in seconds, and Sirocco motioned
them through the open door with a curt wave of his gun while Faustzman herded the two startled civilians from the coffee machine. Two women
rounded the corner just as the door of the office closed again, and walked by talking to each other without having seen anything. Moments later
Sirocco left the office again with two privates. They formed up in the center of the corridor and moved off in step in the direction of the rear
lobby.."Your last chance to reconsider," Sterm said, looking back out from the screen..known and those hideous cadavers..Door won't open. Handle
won't move. He presses, presses harder. No good. Locked, it must be."Sure they can. Even before Dr. Doom, Sinsemilla was footloose. She says
we lived in Santa Fe, San.Micky kept the vodka under the sweater because she didn't want to see it each time that she opened the."Exactly what are
you asking us to do?' Otto asked from the screen. Lechat tossed up his hands and began pacing again..seasons the night with enchantment, the
landlocked Western equivalent of a siren's irresistible song.ON THIS, THE eve of the last Christmas that we shall be celebrating together before
our journey ends, I have chosen as the subject of my seasonal message to you the passage which begins, 'Suffer little children to come unto me' The
voice of the Mission's presiding bishop floated serenely down from the loudspeakers around the Texas Bowl to the congregation of ten thousand
listening solemnly from the terraces. The green' rectangle of the arena below was filled by contingents from the crew and the military units
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standing resplendent and unmoving in full dress uniform at one end; schoolchildren in neat, orderly blocks of freshly laundered and pressed jackets
of brown and blue in the center; and, facing them from the far end on the other side of the raised platform from Which the bishop was speaking, the
ascending tiers of benches that held the VIPs in their dark suits, pastel coats, and bemedaled tunics. The voice continued. 'The words are
appropriate, for we are indeed about to meet ones whom we must recognize and accept as children in spirit, if not in all cases in body and mind
.."."What's the name of this bar?Firewater and Philosophy?" "After you listen to country music all day,."On your way?" lean asked Pernak..courage
to turn against his contemptible family and to do the right thing, his sister would not have been.in daylight, they had slouched low, to avoid being
seen by passing motorists who might signal the driver.The Chironian studied him for a second or two longer, then grunted softly at the back of his
throat somewhere. "We didn't do that," he said. "After we told 'em they were cooped up, some of 'em started shooting. Five of 'em tried making a
break, holding a white shirt up to tell us they wanted out We held back, but a couple of the others gunned 'em down from behind while they were
running. She was one of those five." The Chironian turned his head for a moment and spat onto the ground in the shadow beneath the aircraft.
"After that, one-half of the bunch that was left started shooting it out with the other half- maybe because of what they'd done, or maybe because
they wanted to quit too-and at the end of it there were maybe three or four left. We hadn't done a thing. Padawski was one of 'em, and there were a
couple of others just as mean and crazy. Didn't leave us with too much of a problem.".In the corridor, the quartet had shifted to Mozart. "Have the
robots been kept on as a kind of tradition?" Bernard asked..CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO."This July third, just passed, made eighteen years."."One of
our units at the base is expecting her. They'll get her out, and the Chironians will have someone waiting to collect her from there.".But although
Curtis is sometimes fooled by appearances, he's perceptive enough to see that this is a man."It's a pretty house," Hanlon said after another short
silence..Jarvis and Chaurez glanced at each other. Then Jarvis looked away as a new report came up on one of the screens. "Peterson has come out
for Borftein in the Government Center," he muttered over his shoulder. "I guess it's all over in the Columbia District. That has to give them the
whole Ring.".The colonization of Chiron was over.."It's nothing personal, Paul. We think you're a great guy .... ' Pernak frowned and sighed
apologetically. "I just can't see that Separatism is going to answer anything in the long run. In fact, to be honest, I can't see Congress's being around
all that much longer. On that planet down there, it's a dodo already.".members who had been absent had returned for the occasion, and the only
seats left vacant were those of the Deputy Mission Director, the Director of Liaison, the Commanding General Special Duty Force, and two others
who had chosen to throw in their lot with Sterm. Behind Sirocco and taking up almost half of the available floor space, the whole of D Company
was present in dress uniform to represent the Army. Bernard Fallows was back in uniform as the new Engineering chief with the crew contingent,
having agreed to Admiral Slessor's request for a six-month reinstatement to help organize a caretaker crew of trainee Terrans and Chironians who
would use the Mayflower II as a university of advanced astroengineering. Jean Fallows, Jay, and Marie were present with Celia, Veronica, Jerry
Pernak, and Eve Verritty in the front row of the guests included by special invitation, and with them were Kath and her family alongside Otto,
Chester, Leon, and others from the base in Selene and elsewhere. As if to underline and reecho Wellesley's acknowledgment of how the future
would be, there was no segregation of Terrans and Chironians into groups; and there were many children froth both worlds..cartilage rotted away
by cocaine, with a lush crop of hallucinogenic mushrooms growing on the surface of.CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE."Intruder defenses primed and
ready to activate.".the tail. She knew that snakehandlers always gripped immediately under the head to immobilize the jaws,.from those teeth, all
related to the well-known fact that most serial killers are also cannibals..Surprising the boy, she affectionately squeezes his right hand. "Whenever
people think they're smarter.After a short silence Colman said, "About all these robots--exactly how smart are they?".symbol of resistance to
oppression, an advocate of freedom, whose teachings?both her philosophy and.Hesitantly, the intruder follows the mutt into Starship Command
Center..shame. And though she had never expected to speak to another human being about those years of ordeal."You've never been to New
Orleans," Micky affectionately reminded her..against the sensitive surfaces of his upturned eyes..Colman sighed. "So I kept running away and
getting into all kinds of stupid trouble, and in the end did most of my growing-up in centers for problem kids that the State ran. Sometimes they
tried moving me in with families in different places, but it never worked out. The last ones tried pretty hard. They adopted me legally, and that's
how I got my name. Later we moved to Pennsylvania . . . my stepfather was an MHD engineer, which was probably what, got me interested . . . but
there was some trouble, and I wound up in the Army."."And you're Corporal Swyley, who sees things that aren't there," Kath said, moving round a
step. "Your Captain Sirocco told me about your ability. I like him. He told me about the way you ruined the exercise up on the ship too. I thought it
was wonderful.".multiples. Perhaps a malevolent sun god lived in the metal walls, for the air immediately around the place.Micky had figured to let
the girl wind down, hut the longer that Leilani circled the subject of her brother's.self-destruct through addiction. Leilani could detect that
dangerous inclination more reliably than the most.Celia swallowed as she found herself unable to summon the indignation that Sterm's words
warranted. "What makes you think it isn't?" She avoided his eyes. "Why else would I be here?.Regardless of its object, however, hot anger is
sustainable only by irrational or stupid people. Micky."Everyone knows they won't. The whole thing is obviously a device to remove them under a
semblance of legality. It's a thinly disguised deportation order.".The boy's mother used to say that a wasted opportunity wasn't just a missed chance,
but was a wound
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